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A beginning text for colleges combining excellent opportunities
for oral practice with a solid foundation in grammar and an
exceptionally rich course in French civilization. The text
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Vocabulary is presented in patterns, related groups of words,
or other arrangements suggested by actual life situations.
Throughout, the student masters the language by training
the ear and tongue. 440p. $4.75

Six seven-inch 33% rpm records $10.00
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A compact presentation of the essentials together with interesting
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meanings of unfamiliar words. 275p. $3.50
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:lite 1959 meefing
IT will be in Chicago, at the Palmer House, on 27, 28, and 29 December. Members who wish to sub
mit papers, with a view to places on the official Program, should communicate at once with the
chairman of the appropriate group or section (not with the secretary of the Association). Names
of chairmen are given below, as are 1959 topics if they are known. Since these officers must have
their complete programs in the hands of the editor on or before Wednesday, 30 September 1959, most
programs are in final shape considerably before this inflexible deadline. Verb. sap.

No member may read more than one paper at an annual meeting. Offers of papers received after
15 September can normally not even be considered.
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ENGLISH 8 (1750-1800). Bertrand H. Bronson (California,

Berkeley).
ENGLISH 9 (Wordsworth & contemporaries). Kenneth N.

Cameron (Pforzheimer Library).
ENGLISH 10 (Victorian). T~ionel Stevenson (Duke).
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Coli., Greeley).
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ington Univ.).
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FRENCH 3 (l7th cent.). Jules Brody (Columbia).
FRENCH 5 (l8th cent.). Paul H. Meyer (Connecticut).

FRENCH 6 (19th cent.). Edward D. Sullivan (Princeton).
FRENCH 7 (20th cent.). Oreste F. Pucciani (UCLA).
FRENCH 8 (North-Amer. French). Georges J. Joyaux

(Michigan State Univ.).
GEN. TOPICS 1 (Poetics & Lit. Theory). Rev. Walter J.

Ong, S.J. (St. Louis Univ.).
GEN. TOPICS 2 (Romanticism). Edmund L. King (Prince

ton).
GEN. TOPICS 4 (Gen. Phonetics). Raven I. McDavid (Chi

cago). Topic: Regional and social variants in phonetic
quality of supra-segmental phonemes.

GEN. TOPICS 5 (Experimental Phonetics). Morris Halle
(MIT).

GEN. TOPICS 6 (Lit. & Society). Herbert Weisinger (Michi
gan State Univ.). Topic: The Great Year: Darwin and
Marx.

GEN. TOPICS 7 (Lit. & Science). Everett Carter (California,
Davis).

GEN. TOPICS 8 (Bibliog. Evidence). Vinton A. Dearing
(UCLA).

GEN. TOPICS 9 (Lit. & Other Arts). Ants Oras (Florida).
Topic: Late 19th Cent., 20th Cent., with emphasis on the
pictorial arts.

GEN. TOPICS 10 (Lit. & Psychology). Leonard F. Manheim
(CCNY).

GERMAN 1 (Philology). Stanley N. Werbow (Texas).
GERMAN 2 (Lang. & Lit. to 1700). William H. Bennett

(Notre Dame).
GERMAN 3 (Goethe). Bernhard Ulmer (Princeton).
GERMAN 4 (l9th cent.). Hans Eichner (Queen's Univ.,

Ontario).
GERMAN 5 (Modern Lit.). Stanley R. Townsend (Southern

California) .
ITALIAN 1 (Med. & Ren.). Allan H. Gilbert (Duke).
ITALIAN 2 (Modern). Sergio J. Pacifici (Viale della Marina

I, Ostia Lido [Rome], Italy).
PORTUGUESE. Edward Glaser (Harvard).
SCANDINAVIAN. Paul Schach (Nebraska).
SLAVIC 1 (Literatures). William Edgerton (Indiana).
SLAVIC 2 (Linguistics). Anthony Salys (Pennsylvania).
SPANISH 1 (Lang. & Med. Lit.). Sol Saporta (Indiana).
SPANISH 2 (Ren. & Golden Age). Karl L. Selig (North

Carolina).
SPANISH 3 (18th & 19th cent.). Stephen Gilman (Harvard).
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Carolina).
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W E VENTURE to reaffirm the policy
which has guided the selection of arti

cles during the past decade, namely, that
PMLA should reflect the most distinguished
American scholarship in the modern languages
and literatures. It is not a place for beginners
to try their wings, unless those wings are used
for sure and significant flight; and it is not a
place for established scholars to publish their
incidental writings, unless those writings com
pare in excellence and value with those of
younger men. As the official Publications of the
Modern Language Association of America
PMLA should publish to the learned world the
most important work of members of the Asso
ciation.

We affirm, moreover, that the distribution of
papers in PMLA should reflect work of distinc
tion actually being done from year to year, re
gardless of periods or languages. Thus when lit
erary or philological research in a certain field
is at a low ebb and research in another is flour
ishing, we should print articles from the latter.
We should not strain for wide coverage in pe
riod or language at the cost of publishing arti
cles of indifferent research or undistinguished
writing. Members who feel their interests neg
lected by this policy can always alter the situa
tion by writing, and by encouraging others to
write, articles good enough to be published.
PMLA should reveal the best American schol
arship as it is-not as it was, not as it theoreti
cally should be. Equal representation of fields
puts a tax on excellence.

We affirm that PMLA exists to encourage the
advancement of literary and linguistic learning
on the widest possible front. It welcomes new
approaches to literary or linguistic study which
are based upon sound scholarship, and it dis
avows any exclusive preference for conven
tional methods or for traditional papers on tra
ditional subjects. Explicitly it invites important
articles dealing with critical theory, the history
of ideas, analytical bibliography, and American
(or other) civilization, provided only that these
articles have literary relevance.

While PMLA wishes to introduce to the As
sociation new scholars and new lines of inquiry,
it is reluctant to publish minor articles or highly
technical studies addressed to specialists in var
ious but limited fields. These are often more
suitable for specialist journals. The editors also

seek to discourage either brief notes (the staple
of several other periodicals) or unduly long
papers. PMLA does not review books. The audi
ence for PMLA articles is the total membership.
Writers are requested to keep the broad inter
ests of the membership in mind when address
ing their papers to them.

Although PMLA is not a journal of belles
lettres, and publishes nothing addressed to a
wider audience than the Association represents,
it insists that articles on whatever subject should
be written in a clear and readable style. This
criterion should not be construed as an encour
agement of florid or expansive writing. Space
is at a premium. Economy of words and tight
ness and clarity of organization are prominent
among the standards by which articles will be
judged for acceptance. Documentation should
be held to a necessary minimum.

Every member of the Association has the priv
ilege, denied to nonmembers, of submitting
papers for publication in PMLA. Every paper
submitted will be read by at least one con
sultant with special competence in the field of
study. Papers in any way recommended will also
be read by at least one member of the Editorial
Committee. Rejected papers will be returned, if
possible, within about two months. Acceptance
of papers may be conditional upon their revi
sion in the light of specific criticisms. Attempt
is made to publish papers within nine months
of acceptance. Members are asked to consider
that the services of consultant readers are made
possible by the unpaid labors of many distin
guished men and women who generously con
tribute their scant leisure to the advancement
of scholarship in humane letters in America.

Manuscripts must be prepared in conformity
with the MLA Style Sheet published in the
April 1951 PMLA, which is on sale as a pam
phlet in the MLA offices. Authors are advised
to read also the advice of R. B. McKerrow and
H. M. Silver on the publication of research,
published in the 1950 volume.

Manuscripts should be addressed to the Edi!'\
tor of PMLA, 6 Washington Square North'\
New York 3, N.Y. Stamps need not be enclosed.
Carbon copies are not needed, but should be
made and retained by authors, since manu
scripts sometimes get lost.

THE EDITOR

(for the Editorial Committee)
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