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analysis of the behaviour of verbal prefixes draws
attention to a poorly understood aspect of Old
English word formation. Investigation of the
meanings of certain Old English colour words
reveals how much remains still to be understood
concerning the Old English lexicon, and how new
methods of analysis may help towards that
understanding. Close reading of a difficult episode
in Beowulf, in the light of known Scandinavian
parallels, shows how the best-known of all Old
English poems can respond to careful critical
enquiry.

Finally, two essays show us how much may yet
be learned from fields of study hitherto
insufficiently explored. Analysis of the wider
European context in which the Anglo-Saxon
missions to Scandinavia took place reveals the
extremely important role which the late Anglo-
Saxon church played in the shaping of modern
Europe, and study of the later reflexes of a brief
mass in honour of St Willibrord, an early Anglo-
Saxon missionary to the Continent, shows clearly
how much an understanding of the liturgy —
perhaps the single most unexplored field in
Anglo-Saxon studies as a whole — can contribute
to our knowledge of relations between England
and the Continent in the Anglo-Saxon period.

The volume concludes with the invaluable
annual bibliography, providing a comprehensive
listing of 1994 publications in all branches of
Anglo-Saxon studies.
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From reviews of previous volumes:

'Anglo-Saxon England has been providing Anglo-Saxonists with scholarship of
consistently high quality for nearly twenty years now. Its range of subjects within
the field is both wide and interdisciplinary, and the annual bibliography, always
meticulously produced, has become an indispensable resource.'

[E. A. Rowe,] Anglia

'As always, Anglo-Saxon England is a model of correct printing of often difficult
material, especially in the references throughout and in the outstandingly good
bibliography, so much so that the discovery by a reviewer of the odd misprint . . .
turns into an unprofitable triumph.'

[E.G. Stanley,] Notes & Queries

'The volumes of Anglo-Saxon England, while naturally reflecting work in progress
and suitable in article form, seem often to advance steadily along lines set out in the
late sixties, in the period betweeen the death of Sir Frank Stenton (1967) and the
appearance of the third and posthumous edition of his volume in the Oxford History
of England (1971). In this respect, at least, Cambridge took over where Oxford left
off... questions asked vigorously a decade and a half ago begin to receive answers
in the eighties.'

[H. R. Loyn,] journal of Ecclesiastical History
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