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on page 32 the footnotes 215–218 are unclear and somewhat
contradictory as they refer to the Arctic Monitoring and As-
sessment Program (AMAP) Oil and Gas Report (AMAP 2007),
yet with different authors and ways of citation. Both the authors
and, as said, the report cannot be found in the reference list.
Moreover, at least on one occasion the reference is wrong: on
page 31, footnote 212, the reference for the claim that ‘[m]ore
than 50% of the North-east Atlantic regional stocks of cod,
haddock, whiting and satire are threatened with collapse’ is
Mikhail Gorbachev’s 1987 speech in Murmansk. Two footnotes
later the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA 2005) is
cited to support the claim that the collapse of the cod stocks
off Newfoundland and Labrador is due to failed fisheries man-
agement. This claim is certainly oversimplified as the collapse
has not been fully understood (for example Chassot and others
2009). Lastly, inconsistencies in spelling arise: throughout the
book both ‘Arctic States’ and ‘Arctic states’ and ‘Finish’ and
‘Finnish’. Also, minor grammatical errors occur: ‘born in mind’
(page 8, 31) instead of ‘borne in mind.’

While the editorial issues are not major they are never-
theless noteworthy, but seem to get less in the second half
of the book and do not have a negative impact on the im-
portant and well-researched content of the book. Merely the
absence of the index can be considered a major shortcoming
which presents itself to the detriment of this volume. However,
I can recommend this book to those particularly interested
in Arctic fisheries and those wishing to get inspiration for
further research. (Nikolas Sellheim, Faculty of Law, Univer-
sity of Lapland, PO Box 122, 96101 Rovaniemi, Finland
nikolas.sellheim@ulapland.fi)
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The second volume of the Arctic human development report
offers an update on the status of human well-being and develop-
ment in the Arctic after the ten years of rapid and accelerating
change, increased international attention and a growing body
of (social) scientific research on the Arctic region since the
launch of the first AHDR in 2004 (AHDR 2004). The editors of
this ‘second circumpolar assessment of human development and
quality of life’ (page 15) set themselves extremely ambitious
goals: the report is intended ‘to help deepen our understanding
of human development in the Arctic’ (page 10); to provide
policy guidelines and recommendations for follow-up activities;
to highlight gaps both in knowledge and in well-being between
different groups and across the Arctic; and to draw attention not
only to emerging trends and issues, but also to regional ‘success
stories’ (page 22). Furthermore, the report is intended to serve
the interests of local, regional and national policymakers as well
as a wide range of other stakeholders in and outside the region.

In its organisation, the second AHDR predominantly fol-
lows its predecessor: the report is divided into thematic chapters
each focusing on different ‘key domains’ (page 48) of human
development in the context of the Arctic. While the content

chapters mainly follow the thematic structure of the first AHDR,
a solution beneficial to a reader familiar with the first report,
some minor adjustments have been made: some chapters have
been merged together, some have been left out and/or integrated
to the other chapters as cross-cutting themes and some new
concerns have also emerged. These changes reflect equally the
real-life developments taking place in Arctic communities and
societies as well as the changes in scientific understanding of
contemporary Arctic developments and debates.

The first content chapter of the report takes a focus on Arctic
populations. In addition to northern demography, also emer-
ging phenomena such as migration, urbanisation and climate-
induced relocation are addressed. These discussions are fol-
lowed by an overview of Arctic cultures and identities; in this
chapter, the first AHDR’s focus on northern societies has been
replaced by an interest on (emerging) Arctic identities. The
fourth chapter of the report deals with economic systems of the
North: the international resource economy, the crucial roles of
transfer payments and local subsistence economies as well as
their diverse interrelations are addressed.

Chapter five of the report brings together two different
themes of the first AHDR, political systems and international
(geo)politics, to a discussion on multi-level governance in the
Arctic region. The following chapter on legal systems continues
in a similar vein, as it draws attention to the multiple and
overlapping levels of legal order governing societal life in the
north. In the seventh chapter, similar tendencies are observed
in the context resource governance: both living and non-living
resources of the Arctic region are governed through practices

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0032247415000315 Published online by Cambridge University Press

mailto:nikolas.sellheim@ulapland.fi
http://www.economist.com/news/international/21641240-hype-over-arctic-recedes-along-summer-ice-not-so-cool
http://www.economist.com/news/international/21641240-hype-over-arctic-recedes-along-summer-ice-not-so-cool
http://www.economist.com/news/international/21641240-hype-over-arctic-recedes-along-summer-ice-not-so-cool
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0032247415000315
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0032247415000315


568 BOOK REVIEWS

taking shape and place in the interplay of a wide range of
different actors from the local to the global levels in different
situational settings.

In the eighth chapter of the report, attention is turned to con-
cerns associated with health and well-being in the circumpolar
north. Meanwhile, chapter nine complements the discussions on
education in the first AHDR through extending the focus to both
informal education and human capital. The last two chapters
provide an attempt to knit together the broader picture of human
development in the north from two different perspectives: while
chapter ten investigates the globalising forces (page 49) shaping
communities and societal life (also) in the Arctic region, the
eleventh chapter discussing community viability and adaptation
takes an interest in the interplay of different aspects of human
development at the local level and in the context of Arctic
communities.

As a whole, the report is an extraordinary endeavour as it
addresses both historical trends, contemporary developments
and potential future trajectories in the complex context of
human development in a geographically, demographically and
culturally diverse circumpolar north. Despite the magnitude of
this challenge, the volume succeeds remarkably well on several
fronts: the content chapters not only provide detailed and up-
to-date information on different aspects of human, social and
societal life in the north, but also highlight the diverse manners
in which developments in the Arctic region are influenced by
global processes and flows and, equally importantly, vice versa.
Furthermore, the publication of the second report also bring
added value to the first AHDR: together, they not only capture
the situation of human development in the north in a given point
of time but also allow for monitoring and comparison.

While the report manages to vividly illustrate the diversity
of the human dimension and the disparity of human devel-
opment in the circumpolar north, also some concerns remain.
Despite the frequent emphasis on the relevance of the report
to all Arctic communities, especially the case studies tend to
lean towards highlighting the challenges and concerns faced
by indigenous populations of the region. In a similar manner,
the integration of the ‘common threads’ (page 43) of gender,

globalisation and climate change to each thematic chapter
remains in some occasions rather superficial or even artificial,
although other chapters perform remarkably well in this respect.
Some case studies presented in the chapters might also seem to
reflect more the personal research interest of the contributing
authors than the most pressing issues faced by the communities
in the north; on the other hand, the diversity of topics touched
upon in the report can at the same time contribute to a more
nuanced overall picture of the broad spectrum of phenomena
shaping Arctic societal life.

While the second AHDR is a scientific report, it is also
aimed to serve a broad range of audiences and stakeholders
from Arctic Council officials to local politicians and students
in the field of Arctic studies. The clear and structured
organisation of the report, including the summary of
policy-relevant conclusions, as well as the detailed and
comprehensive manner in which the concepts that are
applied are defined, genuinely support achieving this goal.
Curiously enough, what must be noted is that the key notion
of development is not extensively problematised. Instead, the
terms (sustainable) development, sustainability, quality of
life and well-being are deployed nearly interchangeably in a
rather promiscuous manner throughout the report. However,
all in all the second Arctic human development report is a
good read for anyone interested in gaining a comprehensive
understanding the human dimension in the circumpolar
north. The decision to have the report available online in
open access format makes its results genuinely accessible
also to the wider public. The report can be accessed here:
norden.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:788965/FULLTEXT01.
pdf. (Hanna Lempinen, Arctic Centre, University of
Lapland, PO Box 122, 96101 Rovaniemi, Finland
(hanna.lempinen@ulapland.fi)).
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For a century, Xavier Mertz and Belgrave Ninnis have been
remembered simply as the two men who left on the Far Eastern
Journey with Douglas Mawson during the Australasian Antarc-
tic Expedition (AAE, 1911–14), but, tragically, did not return.
Ninnis died by falling down a crevasse in December 1912,
and, a little more than three weeks later, Mertz died during
a desperate effort to reach the base at Commonwealth Bay,
leaving Mawson to continue alone on what became one of the
greatest stories ever of Antarctic survival (Riffenburgh 2011).
Sadly, not a great deal more than this has been widely known
about Ninnis or Mertz, despite the latter being the sole member
of the expedition not representing the British Empire, as well as

the first Swiss to winter in the Antarctic. This omission has now
been remedied by this valuable production of Mertz’s journals.

Mertz was born in Basel, Switzerland, in 1882, and became
an accomplished mountaineer, a ski champion, and a successful
lawyer who helped run the family’s manufacturing business. In
1911 he applied to join the AAE. He was accepted and placed
jointly with Ninnis, a lieutenant in the Royal Fusiliers, in care
of the expedition’s dogs. The two were the only members of
the Antarctic land party to make the long voyage from Britain
to Tasmania on the expedition ship Aurora, during which they
became fast friends; Ninnis began more and more to look up
to and model himself after his older and more-experienced
comrade. The two continued in charge of the dogs, including
breaking them in for sledging, when the expedition’s main
base was established at Cape Denison, which, unfortunately for
those working outside, proved to be the windiest place on Earth
(Wendler and others 1997).

The longest of the planned sledging journeys was to be
made by the Far Eastern Party: Mawson, Ninnis, Mertz, and
17 dogs. The goal was to race over the Plateau, going some 350
miles to Oates Land, an area discovered from Robert Falcon
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