
* ' « t *

i <

VOLUME 7 NUMBER 2 SUMMER 1981

Foreword: Removing Some
Impediments to Development of
America's Third- and Fourth-
Generation Health Care Delivery
Systems: Legal Aspects of
Computer Medicine

Liability for Personal Injuries
Caused by Defective Medical
Computer Programs

Wiser Than the Laws?: The
Legal Accountability of the
Medical Profession

Letters to the Editor

The Authors' Response to Selby

The Author's Response to Feeley

Selected Recent Court Decisions

Highlights of Federal Legislative
and Executive Action

Guilty but Mentally 111: A Retreat
from the Insanity Defense

John A. Norris, J.D., M.B.A.
David S. Szabo, J.D.

Vincent M. Brannigan, J.D.
Ruth E. Dayhoff, M.D.

Jay Alexander Gold, J.D., M.P.H.

Roy Selby, M.D.
Frank G. Feeley, J.D.

John T. Tierney, M.S.W.
William J. Waters, Ph.D.
Donald C. Williams, M.A.

Nancy Elizabeth Jones, J.D.

John A. Norris, J.D., M.B.A.
Muriel Fudala, B.A.
Bruce L. Watson, J.D.

Harvey E. Pies, J.D., M.P.H.
Steven G. Speil, J.D., M.P.H.

Scott Leigh Sherman

Published by the American Society of Law & Medicine and the Boston
University School of Law

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0098858800004834 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0098858800004834


k
The AMERICAN JOURNAL OF LAW fe MEDICINE was founded in response to the

need for a scholarly yet pragmatic publication encompassing all aspects of medico-
legal relations. The JOURNAL seeks to provide a broad perspective on our complex
health care system, to encourage interdisciplinary communication, and to stimulate
creative solutions to the pressing medicolegal problems of our time.

In addition to serving as a forum for analyses and proposals in such areas as
health law and policy, legal insurance medicine, and bioethics, the JOURNAL
offers a wide variety of pertinent reference materials in these and related areas.

The JOURNAL serves persons from a variety of fields who seek to understand
and to influence medicolegal developments: physicians, other health care provid-
ers, and health administrators; lawyers; health analysts and planners; researchers
and educators in health specialties; judges, legislators, and government adminis-
trators; insurance officials; consumer advocates and concerned members of the
general public.

The JOURNAL is published in the Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter by the
American Society of Law & Medicine and the Boston University School of Law. All
decisions concerning the content of the JOURNAL are made by the joint American
Society of Law & Medicine/Boston University School of Law Editorial Policy Com-
mittee. Statements of fact and opinion are the responsibility of the authors alone,
and are not necessarily endorsed by the editors, the Society, or the law school.

The Editors invite the submission of manuscripts on medicolegal topics. For
details, see inside back cover. Editorial communications, including original man-
uscripts and requests for permission to reproduce JOURNAL material, should be ad-
dressed to Editor-in-Chief, American Journal of Law & Medicine, 765 Common-
wealth Avenue, 16th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02215. Editorial phone: (617)
353-2912.

Business correspondence, including subscription and advertising correspon-
dence, should be addressed to the Executive Director, American Society of Law &
Medicine, 765 Commonwealth Avenue, 16th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02215.
Business phone: (617) 262-4990.

Missing copies of the JOURNAL will be sent free of charge to subscribers or
members of the Society provided that notice of such claim is received at the Society's
subscription office within one month of receipt of the next issue published. Re-
quests made after this period will be billed at the regular single issue price of §10.

Subscriptions: $40.00 per year for institutions, and for individuals who are
not members of the American Society of Law & Medicine. Foreign subscribers
should remit, for a year's subscription, an additional $15.00 for air mail postage
or an additional $5.00 for surface rate postage.

Members of the American Society of Law & Medicine receive a free subscrip-
tion to the JOURNAL as part of their dues ($70.00 for 1981). Information concerning
membership is available from the Executive Director, American Society of Law &
Medicine, 765 Commonwealth Avenue, 16th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02215.
Society phone: (617) 262-4990.

Copyright © 1981 by the American Society of Law & Medicine, Inc. and the
Boston University School of Law. All or any part of materials appearing in the
JOURNAL may not be republished without the express written consent of the Editor-
in-Chief.

Articles in the JOURNAL are indexed in Index to Legal Periodicals, Contents of
Current Legal Periodicals, Index Aledicus, Social Sciences Citation Index, Current
Contents: Social and Behavioral Sciences, and Biosciences Information Service of
Biological Abstracts.
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JOHN A. NORMS, J.D., M.B.A.

Founder and Faculty Editor-in-Chief, 1973-1981
Faculty Editor-in-Chief Emeritus, 1981

It is with great pleasure that we dedicate this edition, the last under
his leadership, to John A. Norris, Faculty Editor-in-Chief from the creation
of the Journal in 1973 to the present. During this period, John Norris has
been an inspiration in his commitment to the Journal's growth and to the
development of its staff and in his dedication to the Journal's achieving the
highest standards of quality (something he requires not only of others but
of himself as well). The result of his dedication, which has been reinforced
with innumerable hours of hard work, is a journal of which we who are, or
have been, associated with it can well be proud.
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As John Norris retires to the position of Founder and Faculty Editor-
in-Chief Emeritus, he takes with him the appreciation and respect of all who
have worked with him on this challenging and exciting venture. At the same
time, he leaves behind him a journal of recognized quality and a rapidly
expanding circulation that now has more subscribers than any other health
law journal in the world. We point with pride to these accomplishments,
which have occurred within only eight years, and which could not have
occurred without John Norris's leadership and his contributions of time and
expertise. Moreover, in large part as a result of his untiring efforts, the Jour-
nal is now affiliated with and housed at a major American law school. Since
January I, 1981, the Journal has been published as a joint venture of Boston
University School of Law and the American Society of Law & Medicine.

With the support of the Society, and with the aid and encouragement
of his staff and his fellow members of the Journal's Faculty Board of Editors,
John Norris initiated, nurtured, and developed one of the world's major
health law publications. It is a job to be proud of and a job well done. In
recognition of this effort, he was named Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Society and was presented with the Society's highest award—Honorary
Lifetime Membership—at its annual business meeting in June 1981. All of
us on the Journal, past and present, are fortunate to have known and worked
with John Norris, and look forward to the many contributions to health law
practice, teaching, and writing that he is bound to make in the future.

Judith Lesser, J.D., M.S.
Faculty Managing Editor

A. Edward Doudera, J.D.
Faculty Executive Editor
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