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than the formof diseasewhichwe ea11 acute melan- adminildration of food to fasting patiente, which _p-
choIr. In lOme of these cues, however, I haTe found peared in the lut namber of oUr Journal, he aUudee
oecMional 8eclusion imperadvely neeeeeary for the to a feeding appara&u which he baa ued with much
rebef of die 11dferer. adTantage for eom9 yean past.

I have mentioned above tba& I frequelltly employ The inatrmnent he describes was all inventionof the
aeclasion in cues where it is DO$ neceuary, bat only IUe Dr.lWmanno, who for many years filled tMotBee
useful, To mpp11 an iDltaDee. lei me brieft1 refer of visiting physician to the Glasgow Royal Aqlum,
to the cue of E. R.. a woman whohasled a dialo- and was knoWn in 8codaDd by dle Dame of " l>r.
lute life, but whOle ordinary condition DOW is that Balmanno's Feeding Apperatu&" It was in&8Dded
of tranqaillity. with 10eI of mental power. She is to supersede the use of tile 1tODU'Ch pump in feeding
a willing and laboriollS honaebold eervan~ bue about lunatics; mu.ch diftlcultr being experienced in inem.-
once in three weeb abe undergoes an ac&ack of du~ng c.he tube or the latter from the determinedeftOlU
nympbomallia. Some1ear81ince, when I was in lhe or the pUient W keep bia molUh cloeed. The Dual
habit of tiling a very small &mount or seclusion in the tube was found to answer in every respect,and might
tre&ttoent of my patients, thiI woman ued to spend wid! 80m" alight modiflca&iona be adapted to the
ODe week oat of three in a state or excitement.mOlt 8Iomach pump apparatuS, thereby giving the practi-
oif'ensiY8 to all beholden, and moo painful to herself. lioner a ehoiee of means in 10far u the paisage to the
Medical treshnent had little infiaeuce on the parox- stomach i8 eoneemed,
yam, "hich was prolonged and exaggeraced by the Theonly ObjactioD8 I haveeverknoWllurgedagainst
demonstrations to which it led. At the present time the use of the nuaJ. tube, are that it is 90meumea from
the paroxysmstill COUles on, but the patient iI leA in its small ea1ibre apt. to hitch on the epiglottis. and
beddaring its coodnU&Dee. The eonseqnenee iJ, that oceuionally to enter, the trachea. The latter aecidem
it lasts only two.at at most three days, instead of has DeTer happened to me, aud I haYe frequently ued
Jmm or eight, and putting entirel,out or eoDaider- the inmo.ment, passing it as a general rule with but
ation the comfort of the ward, the patient does Dot little diftlculty. 8om~times if ihia tube is too laecid
undergo one-tenth part of the amount of suffering fromwarmth it will cune when it touches die back
which elle- did when these paroxysms were treated part of the toDgu~ and pa88 forwards into themoath
without seclusion. I could corroborate my opinion ~be patient may then grind it wid! hi. teelb, and
with a multitude of ca8e8, but it does not appear need- 80 spoil the tube. TbiI can be ayoided by a Httle care
fal to do 80; sinceit Beema to me that I have proved in paseingit. .
thM of wbi~b, wben fairly stated, proof ought .carcely We usaa.Uy dip the tube into the liquid about to be
be demanded: namely, thai in forms of di.Iea&e of which injected, and when it is sumciently pliable give it •
the principlemanifestationa are mental excltabilitY8Dd slight curvewith the end pomting lOIDewhat on&wardat
exhaoaion, it may 80metimes be necessary. and ire- and it readily tlnds ita war into the pharynx. The
quendy bebeneficial,to withdrawall poeaible 80ureesof constrictor mtUclea then lebe it and carry it down-
excitement, by the temporary remonJ of the patient wards to the stomach, frequentlywi&hout our hanDI
from the society of hiB fellows. 10 tile the slightes' force. The length of the tube

In concluding 'his paper I beg to draw attention to peseed, and the exit of gaa through it, are aufBcien' in-
the utility of a triYial expedient which I have for dieat10ns that it hu reaehed &he stomach, and the
lOme mne adopted. On thedoor of 8"Iery dormicory liquid foodor medicine may then be iajeeted. A sen-
or aingte e1eeping-room, in which there ia a patient sation or choking is experienced by the patient .. the
detained, or remaining wlllillglyon account of sick- tube reaches the pharynx, md thia iI eometimet10
ness, or for &I1y other reason, I make the attendant marked sa to induce the operator to Inlppoee hehu
IUJpeDd a label with the let~ S painted on it. This entered &he trachea; but a Uct1e patience, aud with·
label is of ll1t1lcient me to be observable from one end drawing the tube slightly is all that is neee8U'Ytk
of the gallery to the other. It aids me materially in soon passesonwards in the right direction. The tube
miting the sick, since I fu"'6 not to call the attendant mayalso be found to pall mON readily by the right
every time I 'riait a ward, to enquire in whith room a than the left nostril. this has happened to myae1l, and
paQent may be. it will always be well abouId any diftlculty arlee in

In asylama where efforts are made to keep the making the ftnt attempt to try the opposite nodriL
Iecluion liac u low as po881Dle, patients, especially In the old palm,. days of restraint when mediea1
females, mat DO' unfreqnently be seen sitting alone aid wu rarely invoked, cues or refual 01 food or
in bed-rooms, at needle-work perhaps, 01' making medicine were nrysummarilydlapoeed ot The eatII8
artUIciaI flowers, who are not considered to be in or the patient's refuaal was deemed of alight impor-
eecluIion. It maybe wrong on my part to &bink that tan~ and eearce11 meriting lDvtedgadoD. In DO

these are virtuallycasea of seclusion. Stillmy planof espect II the advancement made iD the tnatmeDt of
colllpicuousllmarking the doors preTellta myatteDd- the insane more manifest thaD in the attention DOW
anti from eechuling a patient on any indirect; p~n, paid to the causes or the Taried pbenomeDa which
and is 80 satisf&etory to myeelfdW I 8koDg1r reeom- mark thees euee. '!be ref\ual of t'oodt penerteel
mend its adoption. appetite, vigt1antia,and maD1 other tymptolDl of c1iI-

orderedphysicalaction are now miDutelr8tUdied,and
and in most cases relie\'ed by appropriate treatmeIlt;

To t1u Editoro/tlae Aqlaa JotmtaL but what was the coune adopted in former times'
Sm,-In Mr.Wilkeat peperuponthe aubject of the The patientwouldno& eat. Unlees food u forced In&o
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Ilia IIoIDach be will liM. lie wu there6n to·be fed
ill tbe oW 0I!tb0d0x er. He WM .... by two
or daree keeptn , were CI1led, hi.I IDOI1&b W8I Dear Sir.-I believe 8Y8r1 mediel1 practitionerwho
wrencbed open with &Il'iron apoon or blUM dailel, hu been called upon to fill up. eenitleau. according
frequeDdy to ~ clamap or eeveral of :hiI ~ lUI to the form 16 and 18 V1c., c."' hu felt the diiJi·
DOle wu held tight, and the ftaid poured don die eakl of 'doing 10 eon~ec1,.. For my own panI ba,e
&bIOI& 9f she half suIOcaced ~ who Jlo& uder- .,.. ,.. seeD ODe whichdid DO& reqllire aaendmerlt.
ICaDdiDg 1M Deceui~y for &IaeIe ezcreme at&eDtiou The trouble&hu ocouioued wouldbe remoyed if the
would on11 become IIlDN Gnn~ aaspioiolllt &Del leMen'of relereaoe,.. it ~t 4,,, were leu micro8oopic J
d.etermiDed in hit oppelidoo. and If the ~ were marginal, and printed iu

Bnm wbeD the IIOIDAtJa pumpw. DIedu. is would red iRk.
bewhen prof~ aid·".. 1OUIb&. the- .-me. diiB- Ifte CommiaaioDen poera11y retarD imperfect cer-
caby Q,iJted, u &0 the opening tbe moutb,and to keep tiacat.eI lor eomdioD: 1Mat it I88nl8 dUa ia DO&
U op8o a PI wu aaed, wWoIl waa secured·by amnga imariably dene: bu$ .urelr the doctrine dw the
&led behiDd. the head. UIQally, howe,er,~ feeding Commiuiooen are ~ rtIpOILIibJe for the correcmta
procell was wusced to dIte ~ta, and it 1'1" DO* of -certi8tatee under :which iueaae PerlOWJ are con-
aD unuual occurreoce.b'~ tooleave an uylo.m ftDod, [lee Commialiouetl Circn1ar, Feb. 1'th. 1~5t]
miD. a Cew teeth. .... ~ the reepoDliWJky, when IIIq make DOobjec-

To obTia&e theeo barbuiQee &he late Dr. Balmanno tioo, ItiJlrelY wi&h the "Superin&eodenia and others"
lDftD&ed hiI nua1 ap~ It "'AI r:ep)ar11 U88d iI llDlOtUld. At aU el'eatl, it is both incon1'elWm&
bT him, aDd hiI 8U~ Dr. Hatohe&OD, and baa and 4aDprou.
dDcebeen adop&ed in IOIIl8 of·1Jle EngUah Ul1UIIII. I remaiR, dearSir.
I am ~ conain whesher i& is .U8'l ill tlw poeral Yoan tnU".
hoIpka1a of daia COlUlU'11 but in 001&in cues of A SUFERINTENDENT.
~aa, ad in Itric~ 01 the aseopbapa it might
beuefuL Mr. M.anbaU. &lie medkal 8uperin&endCDt
or Iema1e pMieocaa&Co1Dey Bacch, has £ouDd it auwei' To tJuEditor oj tlt~ ..d"z- Jowat1L
all the parpoeee it is in&ellQeci lor.and I believe U baa Dear Sir,-AlIow me call tbe attention of super.
been&lied at &he NorthamptonGeueral I..anaaoHOIpitaL in&eDdeata ao AD India rubber chamber uteDail,,,lW:h

I have known patients te~ alive for we'" and 11.... MaciDtoeh of :Manchester havo made at my
u1&ima&ely.,ed by meaDI of t.hia i~ awl in lllI1JfJIUon. and whichI LhiDk will be YeT! uaetul for
ODe iDaance a gentJ.eman who had obetiJwely refaued rioMm& and exci$edpatient8, who could no& be truted
all noariahment and mediciae for a plQttact.ed time with thole made of metal or earthenware.
1Udl1 be WI8 upoJI.dla poiDt of siDkiOCt 8Ubmiteocl ODe of the mulQfarioQlQIe8 W which gutta pereha
qaiet.lr for several day. w the iDtrodaetion of the wbe, baa beeD applied has been the manofacture of lhete
lUting up in bedvo1uaWi11taDd requiring no holding ardeJea, bot practicallywe bel, that besidee the diftl·
of the handa or head. He had made a YOW to starve cnlty of keeping them sweet.from &he impouibillil of
himIe1f, and kept i' riaidll util a NW dOlei of meW· usiag bot wMer to them, 'bey are euily broken wben
cine IS his brain right, and • sbort &rgUleu~ ill ad· made or the ordinary stn.mgtll, and if made hea,ier
ditioD to a Iharp appeD&e, eonrioeed him of the foUl t.Be1 beoome eeriou weaponsin the banda of excited
of bill proceedinp. As a geueral rale however. I have patients.
foand tb.u in CMe8 of refusal of food, where pervW&y The India robber utenai1a seem &0 be calculated SO
8Ild IU1IeDll8tl of &elDper axe exhibited. the introduc- meetaU·che8e objections, forwhileof suJBcient 8t.tength
doD of the tube once or twice. is sWIlcient.. The to resist the ordinary rough uaap of an asylum, they
J*ieDi lading himeelf balled in bis decermination, at are ueleaa as offensiYe w~pons, and boiling wa&er
once I1Iccumbs, dialikiul the inconvenience he is mar be employed to cleanse ~hem.
putQDg himJeJl to.: Iu. other C8IeI where there are The price oha.rgod at present is rather high, bat
ph.JIieal csaaes to accooAt for abeanorexia; medicine Meara.MaciDtoIh consider ~at ther8hall be enabJOO.
mar be admjpjRered by, this matramenc, for which to offerthem at a lower rate if there is any demand.
JnlI'PC*la IDla1l elutic india rubber bag ia provided for them.
aumciently capeeiou.a &0 hold. good med draught. Yours faithfully,
Thiais supplied in the cue, Uld·ftts the tabes &ightly. JAMES WILKES.

Mr.Wilkea'paperremindedme ofDr. BatmannOf and Stafford Cou,¥ Lntltic .&tIlaua.
01 IliabeiDg theph~ who1lrBinvented and ued
&he DUll &pparMQI amongthe inIaDe,.and it occurred
to me &ba~ DWl1whomay have employed it were Dot Trial GAd ~ticm DIGBubond lortMill..tr....t
ante of this fact.. Dr- BaJmaono did much in his of AU Lwwtic Wife.
U1' to improve &he condition of the lUJWic, ani no A~ &be DeyOtl Spring .Assisee on the 17&11 aU..
ODebadhe lived woaJcl hue. aMen & w.arm..·interest beforeMr.J",. CrotDder, Jolua RwMkwas charged
In the pea& progreu~ ~ sincehiI tUn& bee~ made with abusing, ill-treating, and will'u111 negleding,
in &Ida depu1meDt of D1ediciDe dlan he would have bel.iaBadls, his wife, • lunatic.
doIaI. I ~ Sir, you obedient servant, Mr.Stock stated that the pl'OIeClUion was inditmed

TBOMA.a PRICHABD. M.D. by theCommiaionea in Lunacy ; and &hat t.hq were
~ d6IM" NortN.p1o&. full1 deMmined "' proeeeute in all CIIeI of alimilar
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