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This handbook provides an intellectually rigorous and accessible overview of the relationship 

between natural law and human rights. It fills a crucial gap in the literature with leading scholarship 

on the importance of natural law as a philosophical foundation for human rights and its significance 

for contemporary debates. The themes covered include: the role of natural law thought in the 

history of human rights; human rights scepticism; the different notions of ‘subjective right’; 

the various foundations for human rights within natural law ethics; the relationship between natural 

law and human rights in religious traditions; the idea of human dignity; the relation between human 

rights, political community and law; human rights interpretation; and tensions between human 

rights law and natural law ethics. This handbook is an ideal introduction to natural law perspectives 

on human rights, while also offering a concise summary of scholarly developments in the field.

TOM ANGIER is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Cape Town. He is the author of 

Natural Law Theory and editor of The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Ethics.

IA IN T. BENSON is Professor of Law at the University of Notre Dame, Australia; Extraordinary 

Professor, University of the Free State, South Africa; and a Barrister. He co-drafted the South 

African Charter of Religious Rights and Freedoms (2010) and has published extensively on 

constitutional law, human rights, conscience, religion, and pluralism.

MARK D. RE T TER is Visiting Fellow at the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law, University of 

Cambridge, pursuing research on human rights in modernity and secularisation. He is co-editor 

of International Law and Peace Settlements.
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E D I T E D  B Y 

Silja Voeneky, Philipp Kellmeyer, 
Oliver Mueller and Wolfram Burgard

‘Wide-ranging and interdisciplinary, this excellent collection brings authoritative international 

voices to some of the most important moral, legal and regulatory challenges of our time. It will be 

essential reading for scholars, students and practitioners of the ethics, governance and social 

impacts of artificial intelligence.’

HUW PRICE, Bertrand Russell Professor of Philosophy, University of Cambridge

SIL JA VOENEK Y is a leading scholar in the field of the interdependence of ethics and public 

international law, and the governance of emerging technologies. She is Professor of Public 

International Law, and Comparative Law at the University of Freiburg and was a Fellow at Harvard 

Law School. She previously served as a member of the German Ethics Council. Since 2001, 

Voeneky has been, inter alia, a legal advisor to the German Federal Foreign Office, and the German 

Federal Ministry of Environment. 

PHILIPP KELLME YER is a neurologist and neuroscientist at the Medical Center - University of 

Freiburg. In his neuroscientific work, he investigates language processing in the brain and the 

clinical application of brain–computer interfaces, virtual reality and other digital technologies. 

Through his contributions to neuroethics, he has become an international expert on ethical aspects 

of neuroscience, neurotechnology and AI.

OLIVER MUELLER is Full Professor of Philosophy at the University of Freiburg, Germany. Mueller is 

specialised in the fields of philosophy of technology, philosophy of nature and life, and ethics. 

He reflects systematically on current technological developments such as neurotechnology, 

synthetic biology, and AI.

WOLFRAM BURGARD is a leading researcher in Robotics and Artificial Intelligence. He co-authored 

more than 400 publications including the famous book ‘Probabilistic Robotics’. He received 

numerous awards including the Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize, the most prestigious German 

research award and is Fellow of several societies.
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This title is also available as Open Access on 

Cambridge Core at www.cambridge.org/core
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“A most important resource for scholars and practitioners interested in investor protection.”

ARTHUR LEVIT T, former Chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

“Investor Protection is essential for efficacious capital markets, that in turn underpin our economic 

well-being. As markets and investment opportunities grow more complex, a new regulatory and 

self-regulatory regime must evolve. The Cambridge Handbook of Investor Protection provides an 

indispensable framework for meaningful debate about, and resolution of, the contours of this 

new regime.”

HARVE Y PIT T, former Chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

“Arthur Laby and his contributors take on the notion that securities regulation is a zero-sum game, 

involving trade-offs between investor protection and capital formation. This handbook offers 

thoughtful analysis of how good regulation can and should improve both.”

JAY CL AY TON, former Chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

ARTHUR B. L ABY is Professor of Law at Rutgers Law School and Co-Director of the Rutgers Center 

for Corporate Law and Governance. His research focuses on financial services law and securities 

regulation. He is coeditor of Fiduciary Obligations in Business (Cambridge University Press, 2021) 

and coauthor of a multi-volume treatise entitled The Regulation of Money Managers: Mutual Funds 

and Advisers (updated annually).
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Enrico Bonadio and Patrick Goold

‘This Handbook charts the investor-driven nature of an ever-increasing enlargement of 

intellectual property – looking at how investors have pushed back the boundaries of subject matter, 

with batteries of test cases and self-interested law reform. The book worries whether Wall Street 

should really dictate the future shape and boundaries of intellectual property law and policy.’

MAT THEW RIMMER, Queensland University of Technology (QUT)

‘This is a stimulating collection of essays that explores the investment-driven nature of much of 

IP law. A diverse array of experts examine IP, quasi-IP, related and sui generis rights, ranging from 

software protection, test data exclusivity, and database rights, to sound recordings, the press 

publishers’ right and designs protection, and to well-known trade marks, ambush marketing, 

and GIs. In so doing, the book sheds light on the shaky foundations of the investment justification 

for IP protection.’

TANYA APLIN, King’s College London, co-author of Global Mandatory Fair Use (2020)

‘While the conventional narrative on IP is that it promotes creation, this book demonstrates how 

IP has shifted to protect investment even of non-creative products. Scholars and policy makers will 

benefit from original contributions that enlighten on what has been one of the key driving forces of 

the expansion of IP for the twenty-first century.’

CARLOS MARIA CORREA, The South Centre, Geneva

‘This timely and refreshing volume pushes us to think deeper about whether intellectual property 

law has steered away from its original purpose and traditional contours, or whether it has simply 

responded to the needs and challenges of the twenty-first century. A well-curated and provocative 

collection on a very important debate!’

PETER K . YU, Texas A&M University
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“Brilliant and unprecedented. This volume has it all-sharp critiques of 

surveillance and Big Tech, a deep awareness of race, class and gender, a rich 

historical analysis. Most importantly the authors’ global vision will alert readers 

to the realities of digital colonialism and that the time to resist is now.”

JAMES KILGORE, Media Justice, author of Understanding E-Carceration

“In this important and timely, if not overdue, volume, Michael Kwet and fellow 

contributors explore entanglements of colonialism, imperialism, and digitalisation 

with racialised surveillance, showing how a global structuring logic of white 

supremacy informs and sets the contours of local variants of state-corporate 

power in an emerging Pax Technica.”

DR. MUSTAFA ALI, The Open University

“A rich, nuanced and detailed exploration of some of the most important issues 

in modern society and technology. Each chapter contributes new knowledge with 

clarity, and important connections are made across geographies, history, and 

the future between each chapter. A truly important exploration of the present 

and the future of surveillance technology.”

ZIYANDA STUURMAN, The Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab

MICHAEL KWET is a Visiting Fellow at Yale Law School’s Information Society 

Project and a postdoctoral researcher at the Centre for Social Change at 

the University of Johannesburg. His research focuses on digital colonialism, 

carceral tech, social media, digital socialism, the environment, and surveillance.
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Despite a long and venerable tradition, the material constitution almost disappeared from 

constitutional scholarship after the Second World War. Its marginalisation saw the rise of a 

normative and legalistic style in constitutional law that neglected the role of social reality and 

political economy. This collection not only retrieves the history and development of the concept of 

the material constitution, but it tests its theoretical and practical relevance in the contemporary 

world. With essays from a diverse range of contributors, the collection demonstrates that the 

material constitution speaks to several pressing issues, from the significance of economic 

development in constitutional orders to questions of constitutional identity. Offering original 

analyses supported by international case studies, this book develops a new model of 

constitutional reality, one that informs our understanding of the world in profound ways.

MARCO GOLDONI is Senior Lecturer in Legal Theory at Glasgow University. He is the author of 

The Legacy of Pluralism (2020, with M. Croce) and The Materiality of the Legal Order (2022). 

He is joint general editor of the journal Jurisprudence and co-editor of Law and Politics: Continental 

Perspectives (Routledge).

MICHAEL A . WILKINSON is Professor of Law at the London School of Economics and Political 

Science (LSE). He is the author of Authoritarian Liberalism and the Transformation of Modern Europe

(2021). He has held visiting professorships at Cornell, Paris II, the National University of Singapore 

and Keio University. His work has been translated into Portuguese, Italian, Spanish and Turkish.
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Cambridge Law Handbooks are major reference works that offer a complete 
state-of-the-field overview of major sub-disciplines within the legal field. From intellectual 

property to disaster law, the Handbooks are an integral part of any library.
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