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Cover The mammal family Tenrecidae is endemic to Madagascar. 
Conservation priorities for the 31 species of tenrec assessed or 
reassessed for the IUCN Red List finds that six species are threatened 
and one is Data Deficient. The primary threat to tenrecs is habitat loss, 
mostly as a result of slash-and-burn agriculture, but some species 
are also threatened by hunting and incidental capture in fishing 
traps. In the longer term, climate change is expected to alter tenrec 
habitats and ranges. The lack of data for most tenrecs, together with 
frequent changes in taxonomy and the poorly understood impact 
of bushmeat hunting on spiny species (such as the lowland 
streaked tenrec Hemicentetes semispinosus, pictured), hinders 
conservation planning. For further details, see pp. 13–22. 
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