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Pan oi the first large-scale critical reappraisal of 
this artist for more than twenty years, recording 
a conference held in conjunction with the display 
'Barbara Hepworth: A Retrospective' held at the 
late Gallery Liverpool. The mam objective of 
the conference was to bring Hepworth's 
achievements mu> revised appreciation, addressing 
a subject deeply anchored in Modernist 
interpretation. The result brings together 
historians who are extending and consolidating 
conventional interpretation of Hepworth and 
those proposing alternative critiques. The 
implications of this convergence extend to the 
whole field of 'English Modernism". On the one 
hand there are suggestions that this field may not 
be as coherent as historians have formerly 
maintained—that Hepworth may have been fired 
by quite different intentions and influences than, 
say, Henry Moore, in spite of ostensible 
similarities. On the ot ter hand there may have 
beer, a pattern of events that evaded critics at the 
time and which therefore is absent from inherited 
accounts, and Hepworth may have been much 
more influential and innovatory than has so far 
been admitted. 
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conference held in conjunction with the display 
'Joseph Beuys: The Revolution is Us' held at the 
Tate Gallery Liverpool. The objectives of the 
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new interpretation, some of which is included 
here in complementary papers. 
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"In the field of design no other index comes close to the design 
and applied arts index" (Art Documentation, Fall 1992) 
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