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We all know that education is a lifelong 
process, and one of the main functions of 
our formal education is to learn how to 
learn. The skills we obtained as part of this 
education are only a starting point from 
which we move from one scientific topic to 
another throughout a professional career. 
Some of the learning we undertake once 
we begin our professional careers is a 
matter of knowing where to look for the 
information we need and combining that 
information with our limited experience. 
We recognize that not everything we need 
to know in order to do our research is 
recorded. The written record on a topic is 
generally diffuse. Clear unders tanding 
may only come once an area has been 
worked over for many years. 

Technical societies and universities have 
become increasingly aware of the continu
ing educational needs of the practicing 
researcher. Programs of short courses and 
tutorials are offered as a way to introduce 
scientists and engineers to new areas of 
research and to teach new skills quickly 
and efficiently. These p r o g r a m s can 
provide the basis of understanding upon 
which the researcher can go on to develop 
an appreciation for the state-of-the-art in 
an area. 

The MRS Short Course Program, for 
example, is specifically designed as train
ing for research professionals in current 
and emerging areas of materials science. 
Emphasis is given to areas where written 

information may not be widely available, 
and direct experience on the part of the 
instructor is essential for effectively inter
preting the literature and communicating 
the intricacies of new experimental tech
niques. The MRS short course instructors 
are experts in their course topics. Further
more, as active researchers they recognize 
the educational needs of the students. 

Continuous learning is the responsibility 
of each research professional throughout 
his/her career. It is also the responsibility of 
the c o m p a n i e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s tha t 
employ them. Research professionals need 
to be effective in their learning as well as in 

producing results. Employers need to rec
ognize that libraries are not the source of 
all knowledge. 

Maintaining effective research skills 
requires constant nurturing and intellec
tual challenge. That means in addition to 
time to read the literature, the researcher 
benefits from an opportunity to contribute 
to this literature, attendance at technical 
meet ings, collaboration with other re
searchers, and exposure to other research 
settings. A few months spent at a univer
sity laboratory can benefit both the profes
sional, the company, and the students . 

Technical societies and 
universities have become 
increasingly aware of the 
continuing educational needs 
of the practicing researcher. 

Hiring a new employee every time a com
pany wishes to introduce new capability 
may be an easy solution, but it may be 
impossible and may fail to recognize both 
the needs and ability of current staff to 
move into new areas. The experienced pro
fessional has a basis of understanding on 
which to build new skills and should be 
provided the opportunity to develop this 
way Mm 
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SS^SGJnsffimienB, 3 Rue du Marechal do Lattre de Tassigny, 78150 Le Chesnay. Tel. (1) 3955 5120. 

fiTAlY. ̂ ( f iSrumcSlb v̂ iale Doll'Assunta 101, 20063 Cemusco Sul Naviglio, Milano. lei. (2) 924 6606. 
"THE NETHERIHNDS. VG Instruments BV. PO Box 171, 1380 AD. Woesp. lei. (2940) 80484. 
CHJNA. VG Instruments. Room 7059. XI Yuan Hotel, Ertigou. Xijlao, Beijing. Tel. 890721 Ext 759. 
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