News, Notes and Queries

Italy 1859 Gravina Stabbed in abdomen by a sick woman.
France 1861  Griolet Shot from the window by a crazy patient whom
he had visited.

England 1873 Lutwidge  Injured by a lunatic with a nail. Died a week later.
(Commissioner in Lunacy)

U.S.A. 1882 Adams Stabbed in the belly by a patient.

Canada 1885 Metcalf Stabbed in the belly by a patient.

U.S.A. 1886  Gray Died four years after from wounds inflicted by a
lunatic.

U.S.A. 18go  Lloyd Shot by a patient in an asylum,

France 1900  Devay Strangled by a patient while immunizing him.

Germany 1904 Forster Mortally wounded by a lunatic at Stephansfeld
asylum.

England 1907 Hirst Shot by a lunatic patient in Leeds.

Portugal 1910 Bombarda Shot by a paralytic at his clinic.

France 1911 Guinard Shot by a lunatic at Hotel Dieu in Paris.

Germany 1912 Shoenfeldt Shot by an escaping lunatic.

Germany 1925  Sichel Killed by a lunatic in Frankfurt-am-Main.

SOME UNRECORDED ENGLISH VERSIONS OF FOREIGN
SEVENTEENTH-EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY WORKS

by
Ricuarp DurLING

IN the Fournal of the History of Medicine for 1957 (pp. 256-8) F. N. L. Poynter drew
attention to a hitherto unnoticed English version of William Harvey’s De motu cordis,
contained in the English work entitled Bibliotheca Anatomica, comprising three volumes,
published in parts from November 1709, with general title-pages dated 1711-14.*
It was obvious at the time that the compilation would repay further study. The present
note lists several translations of importance to the medical historian and bibliographer
which might otherwise be overlooked.

Some preliminary remarks seem to be called for, however. R. M. Wiles in his book
Serial Publication in England before 1750 (1957), pp. 89—90, mentions this compilation
and evinces some surprise that the publisher, John Nutt, should have issued a work
in monthly numbers ‘bearing so learned a title as Bibliotheca Anatomica, Medica,
Chirurgica, &c.” Poynter suggested a possible explanation for its appearance at this
time, seeing in it a resemblance to such periodical publications as The Works of the
Learned which abstracted foreign works of importance for the benefit of the English
reader. Detailed study of the contents bears out his contention. As is indicated by the
section headings throughout the work, foreign authors excerpted include J. B. Alliot,
G. Aselli, J. de Back, G. Baglivi, P. Barbette, C. Bartholin, L. Bellini, A. Belloste,
G. Bidloo, S. Blankaart, G. A. Borelli, J. Chaillou, A. Cyprianus, J. de Diemerbroek,

* There are copies in the British Museum, Royal College of Physicians of London, Royal Society of
Medicine, Wellcome Historical Medical Library, National Library of Medicine, Washington, and
Yale Historical Medical Library.
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P. Dionis, M. Ettmiiller, Fabricius Hildanus, Fr. Ad. D. Gagnon, C. D. Gendron,
R. de Graaf, P. Hecquet, J. A. Helvetius, J. van Horne, J. de La Charriére, de La
Vauguion, C. G. Le Clerc, A. van Leeuwenhoeck, L. Le Monnier, M. Malpighi,
J. Michaelis, C. Musitanus, A. Nuck, J. Pecquet, J. L. Petit, J. C. Peyer, J. J. Rau,
L. Riverius, O. Rudbeck, F. Ruysch, de Saint Hilaire, J. Swammerdam, D. Tauvry,
M. Torres, N. Tulp, A. M. Valsalva, J. B. Verduc, P. Verheyen, A. Vesalius, J.
Vesling, R. de Vieussens, J. Wallaeus, and J. G. Wirtzung.

The majority of these are derived from Leclerc and Manget’s Bibliotheca anatomica
first published in 1685, the second edition of 1699 being used. However, the anonymous
English compiler has added works published after 1699, as will appear from the
following tables. Naturally, not all the items are of equal importance. One must single
out for special mention Coiter’s Treatise of human bones, Fabricius ab Aquapendente
on the teeth, Kerckring’s Anthropogeniae Ichnographia, the tracts on the muscles of
Mayow and Steno, Spieghel’s De humani corporis fabrica, and Valsalva on the ear. So
far, none of these authors has been the subject of an individual bibliography, except
Mayow, who has been well served by the late J. F. Fulton (4 bibliography of two
Oxford physiologists: Richard Lower . . . and John Mayow. O.U.P. 1935). Understandably,
however, Fulton missed the translation of the Tractatus de motu musculari (Tractatus
quinque, Oxford, 1674 = Fulton, no. 108), although he notes the inclusion of the Latin
original in the two editions of Leclerc and Manget. Its publication in English here
throws light on the contemporary reception of Mayow in his own country: he seems
not to have been quite the unhonoured prophet some would make out.* Curiously
enough, however, no further translations appeared until 19o7. Fulton has shown that
Mayow’s work on muscles depends largely on the researches of Nicolaus Steno
(De musculis et glandulis observationum specimen, Copenhagen, 1674; and Elementorum
myologiae specimen sew musculi descriptio geometrica, Florence, 1667; Amsterdam, 166g).
It is good to find that Steno was sufficiently appreciated in this country to warrant
the translation of his work into English. His connexions with this country have
recently been studied by V. A. Eyles (in G. A. Scherz, ed. Nicolaus Steno and his Indice,
pp. 167-88). The only work of his translated into English in the seventeenth century
is his Prodromis (The prodromus to a dissertation concerning solids. London, 1671. (Wing
S 5409)).

The first of the two following tables lists works which appear in English apparently
for the first time: the second, works which had been available in English and which
now appear in identical or slightly altered form. It has not been possible to trace the
sources of one or two items not included in Leclerc and Manget. Where the sources
are known, the precise editions used by the English compilers must often remain in
doubt. Where items are clearly derived from Leclerc and Manget, page references to
that work are given and the original sources are not specified. Table III lists original
contributions by English practitioners which have not been republished elsewhere.

It should be noted that the majority of these excerpts are illustrated. The number
of the plates and their general excellence (most of them being decidedly superior to
the foreign originals) prompts the question how the English publishers ever hoped
to make a financial success of their compilation. The three volumes must have cost
them a prodigious sum, and it is doubtful whether at this time conditions were
favourable to so ambitious an enterprise.

* For a correction of this view, see Partington, J. R., ‘The life and work of John Mayow (1641-1679)’,

Isis, 1956,6 XLVII, 217-30, 405-17; ‘Some early appraisals of the work of John Mayow’, Isis, 1959,
L, 211, 226.
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