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The theme of Studies in Church History 56 is ‘The 
Church and the Law’. It explores the legal issues and 
legal consequences underlying relations between secular 
and religious authorities in the context of the Christian 
Church, from its earliest emergence within Roman 
Palestine as a persecuted minority sect, through the 
period when it became legally recognized within the 
Roman empire, its many institutional manifestations 
in the East and the West throughout the Middle Ages, 
the reconfi gurations associated with the Reformation 
and Catholic or Counter-Reformations, the legal and 
constitutional complications (such as in Reformation 
England or Calvin’s Geneva), and the variable 
consequences of so-called secularization thereafter. The 
engagement of secular and religious authorities with the 
law and the question of what the law actually comprised 
(Roman law, canon law, national laws, state and royal 
edicts) are addressed. Bringing together the work of a 
wide range of scholars including Paul Cavill (University 
of Cambridge), Peter Edge (Oxford Brookes University), 
Caroline Humfress (University of St Andrews), and 
Rosamond McKitterick (University of Cambridge), 
this volume deepens our understanding of interactions 
between the churches and the legal systems in which they 
existed in the past and continue to exist now.

ROSAMOND McKITTERICK is Professor Emerita of 
Medieval History at the University of Cambridge

CHARLOTTE METHUEN is Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History at the University of Glasgow.

ANDREW SPICER is Professor of Early Modern
European History at Oxford Brookes University.
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The aim of the society is to foster the study 
of ecclesiastical history viewed in a wide 
historical context and from a broad inter-
disciplinary perspective, and without regard 
to denominational differences or divisions. 
Membership is open to scholars and students 
of all nationalities, and to libraries and 
institutions.
The society holds regular meetings and 
conferences, including events for postgraduate 
students.
Studies in Church History is an annually 
published series comprising the keynote 
lectures and a peer-reviewed selection of 
communications delivered at the society’s 
conferences. Each volume presents important 
new work, by established as well as by younger 
scholars, on a particular theme. Volumes are 
available to members of the society at a reduced 
price.
Studies in Church History: Subsidia is an 
occasional series of thematic volumes intended 
to supplement the society’s existing series and 
to extend and diversify its publications. 
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