
THE POLITICS OF FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES
AND THEIR REFORM

Fossil fuel subsidies strain public budgets and contribute to climate change and
local air pollution. Despite widespread agreement among experts about the benefits
of reforming fossil fuel subsidies, repeated international commitments to eliminate
them, and valiant efforts by some countries to reform them, they continue to persist.
This book helps explain this conundrum by exploring the politics of fossil fuel
subsidies and their reform. Bringing together scholars and practitioners, the book
offers new case studies both from countries that have undertaken subsidy reform
and from those which have yet to do so. It explores the roles of various inter-
governmental and non-governmental institutions in promoting fossil fuel subsidy
reform at the international level, as well as conceptual aspects of fossil fuel
subsidies. This is essential reading for researchers and practitioners and students
of political science, international relations, law, public policy and environmental
studies. This title is also available as Open Access.
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“Fossil fuel subsidies are enormous, damaging, and fiendishly hard to reform. This
is an essential, comprehensive guide to understanding the issue – and identifying
the narrow pathways that may lead to reform. Anyone concerned with the political
economy of climate change will benefit from Skovgaard and van Asselt’s impor-
tant book.”

– Michael L. Ross, University of California, Los Angeles

“Fossil fuel subsidies are expensive and harmful to the environment, yet
governments around the world continue to dole them out. This volume offers a
comprehensive review of the problem, the politics surrounding it, and experiences
with reform efforts in different countries. Skovgaard and van Asselt have compiled
an excellent collection on one of the great public policy problems of our time.”

– Johannes Urpelainen, Johns Hopkins University

“Over the past century, the politics, institutions and infrastructure of industrial
economies have co-evolved with fossil fuels. Yet, addressing climate change is
impossible if countries do not wean themselves off fossil fuels, and fast. In this
comprehensive new book, Skovgaard and van Asselt, along with a diverse set of
contributors, unpack the entrenched politics of fossil fuel subsidies that lie at the
heart of this dilemma. Built both around detailed country cases and the dynamics of
international institutional politics, they develop a framework to understand the
emergence of fossil fuel subsidies as a key agenda in global and national climate
politics, but also for its uncertain progress. In both its wide scope, as well as its
incisive treatment, this is a field-defining volume of a critical topic.”

– Navroz K. Dubash, Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108241946
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.237.178.91, on 27 Feb 2021 at 23:29:23, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108241946
https://www.cambridge.org/core


THE POLITICS OF FOSSIL FUEL
SUBSIDIES AND THEIR REFORM

Edited by

JAKOB SKOVGAARD
Lund University, Sweden

HARRO VAN ASSELT
University of Eastern Finland Law School, Finland and Stockholm Environment

Institute, United Kingdom

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108241946
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.237.178.91, on 27 Feb 2021 at 23:29:23, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108241946
https://www.cambridge.org/core


University Printing House, Cambridge CB2 8BS, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

79 Anson Road, #06–04/06, Singapore 079906

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108416795

DOI: 10.1017/9781108241946

© Cambridge University Press 2018

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions
and to the provisions of relevant licensing agreements;

with the exception of the Creative Commons version the link for which is provided below,
no reproduction of any part of this work may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781108241946
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 which permits re-use,

distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes providing
appropriate credit to the original work is given. You may not distribute derivative works

without permission. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties.

Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these third-parties directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781108241946

First published 2018

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-108-41679-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108241946
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 3.237.178.91, on 27 Feb 2021 at 23:29:23, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of use, available at

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108241946
https://www.cambridge.org/core

