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Cover The use of orphaned, captive-raised large carnivores 
for release remains controversial because of the potential influence of 
captivity and the possible lack of natural behaviours in such individuals.
Rehabilitating orphaned individuals for release could, however, help 
mitigate pressures on wild populations. In a study of the rearing, 
rehabilitation and release of wild-born cheetahs that were rescued 
as orphans in Namibia, a framework for release planning and post-
release management was developed based on the outcome of release 
trials. Of 36 released individuals, 75–96% achieved independence post-
release. Annual survival estimates for rehabilitated individuals that reached 
independence were comparable to those of wild counterparts, and some 
rehabilitated individuals reproduced with wild conspecifics. For further 
details, see pp. 495–504. (Photograph © T.J. Rich/NaturePL.com)
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