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I R A Q 
is published by the British School of Archaeology in Iraq (Gertrude Bell 
Memorial). It is devoted to studies of the history, art, archaeology, religion, 
and social life of Iraq, and to a lesser degree of the neighbouring countries 
(Iran, Armenia, Anatolia, Syria, and Arabia), from the earliest times down to 
about A.D. 1700. Texts concerning these subjects, with translations and 
comments, will be considered; exclusively philological articles will not be 
accepted. 

CONTRIBUTORS are requested to submit for illustration only clear prints of 
photographs or strong outline drawings. For oriental languages, trans

literation into Roman script on the approved system should be employed, as 
laid down in the * Notice to Contributors,' which will be sent on application. 
Articles should be sent to the Editor of' Iraq/ 
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STUDENTSHIP 
APPLICATIONS are invited for a Studentship, tenable in 1947-1948, 

/ l f o r work relating to the antiquities of Iraq or Syria, falling 
within one of the following descriptions: 

(a) Excavation. 
(b) Work in a museum for a catalogue or thesis or other special 

study. 
(c) Survey or examination of archaeological sites. 
(d) Recording of extant monuments. 

CANDIDATES must be between the ages of 21 and 35, and of British 
Nationality. Both sexes are eligible. 
A CANDIDATE will not normally be elected if engaged in any other 
paid occupation, but the studentship may be held conjointly with 
other emoluments of a similar kind. 
THE STIPEND will not exceed £250, with £150 for travelling and 
other expenses if necessary. 
THE PERIOD of the Studentship will depend on the work proposed, 
but will not normally exceed one year. 
APPLICATIONS giving particulars of the candidate's qualifications, 
and an outline of the work proposed, should be addressed to THE 
SECRETARY, BRITISH SCHOOL OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN IRAQ, 20 WILTON 

STREET, LONDON, S.W. I . 

REPHINTED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY 
by 

HAIN MEISENHEIM WEST-GERMANY 

ECM 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021088900020015 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021088900020015


CONTENTS 
DAGGERS AND SWORDS IN WESTERN ASIA, by RACHEL MAXWELL-HYSLOP I 

BABYLONIAN CHESS? by c. j . GADD 66 

IRAQ GOVERNMENT EXCAVATIONS AT 'AQAR QtfF: THIRD INTERIM 
REPORT, 1944-45, *y TAHA BAQIR, M.A. 73 

MESOPOTAMIAN CHRONOLOGY AND THE 'ERA OF MENOPHRES', by 
M. B. ROWTON 94 

EXCAVATIONS IN THE BALIH VALLEY, 1938, by M. E. L. MALLOWAN, M.A., 
F.S.A., with drawings by j . CRUIKSHANK ROSE, A.R.I.B.A. H I 

L IST OF PLATES 
I. Daggers and Swords, Types 1-5, 7-10 

II. „ „ „ 12-21 
HI- „ „ ,, 22, 23, 25, 25,* 26-9 

IV. ,-, „ „ 30-4 
V. „ „ „ 36, 37. 4° .42-5 

VI. „ „ „ 48,49. 5i-5 
VII. FIG. 1. Chinese chessboard, divided by 'The River'. 

FIG. 2. Sumerian net, from the Stele of the Vultures. 
VIII. FIG. 3. Sumerian chariot, from the 'Standard' of Ur. 

FIG. 4. Clay model of a Sumerian chariot. 
FIG. 5. Ivory chessman (Rook), 12th century A.D. 

IX. FIG. 1. Plan of the palace (Tell el-Abyad) as traced hitherto. 
FIG. 2. Section through the palace. 

X. FIG. 3. Building-levels in room 31 of the central unit A. 
XI. FIG. 4. Painted figures in doorway II of unit H. 

XII . FIG. 5. Painted figure from doorway II I of unit H. 
XIII . FIG. 6. Wall-paintings in doorway IV of unit H. 
XIV. FIG. 7. Painted figures on NW. side of doorway IV in unit H. 
XV. FIG. 8. Gold bracelet, with inlay of blue paste. 

FIG. 9. Painted terra-cotta model of a man's head. 
XVI. FIG. 10. Room 71 after excavation, showing successive building-levels. 

XVII. FIG. I I . Tablets dated in the reigns of Marduk-apla-iddina I and of another Kassite king. 
XVIII. FIG. 12. Brick inscription, recording the digging of a canal by Kurigalzu. 

FIG. 13. Fragment of a royal letter addressed to a king of the Hittites. 
XIX. FIG. 14. Terra-cotta figure of a lioness. 
XX. FIG. 15. Fragments of inlaid glass vessels. 

XXI. FIG. 16. Gold ornaments, and fragments of gold overlay. 
XXII. FIG. 17. Plan of the staircases to the ziggurrat, and part of an adjoining structure. 

XXIII. FIG. 18. Corner between the central and one side staircase to the ziggurrat. 
XXIV. Gable seal from T . Mefesh, cylinder seals from T . Hammam and T . Jidle. 
XXV. Terra-cotta figurines from T . Jidle. 

XXVI. Clay figurines from T . Jidle and T. Mefesh. 
XXVII. Painted bowls from Tall Mefesh. 

XXVIII. Painted grain-jar from Tall Mefesh. 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021088900020015 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021088900020015


(iv) 

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS IN TEXT 
Excavations in the Balih Valley, 1938 

FIG. 1. Tall Sahlan and Tall Aswad, plans 
FIG. 2. Ground plan of prehistoric house at Tall Aswad 
FIG. 3. Tall Mefesh, plan . . . . 
FIG. 4a. Tall Hammam, plan . 
FIG. 46. Tall Jidle, plan 
FIG. 5- Tall Jidle, buildings and section 
FIG. 6. Tall Hammam, buildings and section . 
FIG. 7. Painted bowls from Tall Mefesh 
FIG. 8. Pottery from Tall Mefesh and Shuwaikh 
FIG. 9. Pottery from Tall Jidle and Hammam . 
F IG . IO. Pottery from Jidle, Hammam, Sahlan, and 'Ain al-'Arus 
FIG. 11. Pottery from Tall Jidle . . . . 
FIG. 12. Sections of plain and burnished pottery from Jidle, Levels 4-8 
FIG. 13. Chert and obsidian implements from Tall Hammam and Tall Aswad 

facing p. 123 
• 125 

127 

• 130 

• 131 
facing p. 133 

• 137 
. 141 

• H5 
• 147 
• 149 
• i S i 

• 153 
• 155 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021088900020015 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021088900020015



