Book Reviews

CHARLES F. A. MARMOY (compiler), The French Protestant Hospital; extracts
Jfrom the archives of “La Providence” relating to inmates and applicants for admission
1718-1957 and to recipients of and applicants for the Coqueau Charity 1745-1901,
2 volumes, London, Huguenot Society of London, 1977, 4to, pp. xix, [thereafter
pages unnumbered], (Volumes LII and LIII of Huguenot Society of London Quarto
Series), £24.00 per set (£11.00 to members).

Mr. Charles Marmoy, until recently Librarian of the Faculty of Medical Sciences
in University College, London has produced a remarkable work, based upon the
equally remarkable collection of records held by the French Protestant Hospital in
London, and, thanks to Mr. Marmoy, now deposited and carefully preserved in the
College. He has been able to extract a great deal of information relating to a relatively
small group of inhabitants, and after an introductory description of the sources used
he presents the data, arranged alphabetically by name of individual. Appendix I
details districts and places of origin mentioned, II occupation, III indentures of
apprenticeship, IV names of guarantors and sponsors, and V churches and societies
contributing to inmate maintenance.

Quite apart from the information concerning hundreds of individuals, which in
itself will be most valuable, Mr. Marmoy’s register reveals a lot about social conditions,
family life and structure, vital statistics, illness (especially mental), occupation, the
problems of a minority group, etc. It will thus be warmly welcomed as an important
social document which will serve as the basis for several lines of research. Despite
its limited circulation it should not be overlooked, for it will be of interest to medical
historian, demographer, social historian, and general historian amongst others. Mr.
Marmoy is to be congratulated and thanked for the immense amount of labour that
has obviously been expended on these volumes, and although he states that he has
not included medical reports, it would be a great interest to know more about them,
even if in a summarized form.

CHARLES MORAZE (editor), History of mankind. Cultural and scientific develop-
ment, volume 5, The nineteenth century 1775-1905, London, Allen & Unwin, 1976.
Parts I and II: The Scientific Revolution, Industrial Revolution and technical
developments, 8vo, pp. xxx, 429, illus., £15.00. Part III: Social, cultural and religious
aspects, 8vo, pp. xii, 430-1009, illus., £15.00. Part IV, European empires, technical
and scientific progress, culture conflicts, 8vo, pp. xii, 1010-1394, illus., £15.00.

For more than ten years this multi-volumed work has been in production and with
the four parts that make up volume five it is complete. It ranges from prehistory to
the twentieth century and contains the writings of a large panel of international
experts.

The consultants for this volume have been Lord Briggs and Professor A. A. Zvorkine
of Moscow, and its theme is the main developments in science, technology, artistic
expression, and philosophy in the chief countries of the world. Part III deals with
institutions of Europe, literature in Europe, music, art, philosophical thought,
religion, Russia, the U.S.A., Latin America, South Africa and Australia. Part IV
considers the modern world, the British in India, cultural conflicts in south-east Asia,
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Africa and Oceania, China and Japan. These are useful, wide-ranging surveys which
provide the historian of medicine and science with the background to his studies.
Unfortunately, at times, however, political and ideological undertones can be de-
tected, as for example Professor Zvorkine’s glosses (pp. 1008-1009) and similar com-
mentaries on other chapters. Clearly some of the contributors and commentators
are not writing objective history, which of course means that the non-expert, not
being able to judge, is likely to be misled.

The historian of medicine and science will be most interested in Parts I and II
which contain wide and sweeping surveys. As far as medicine is concerned, the chapter
dealing with it (‘Man: his health and behaviour’, pp. 240-280) is by the late Pro-
fessor Richard Shryock. It is based on an essay in G. S. Métraux and F. Crouzet,
The nineteenth century world (1963) which had appeared earlier in J. World Hist.
Although it it is an excellent piece, there have been additions to knowledge and re-
interpretations have been made since it was written, but these have not been included.
A good deal of the rest of these parts is also somewhat dated.

An equally serious defect which pervades the book is the rarity of references,
essential for a treatise that intends to be a work of reference. It seems that UNESCO,
under whose auspices the whole series has been produced, was unable to be of assis-
tance in the final stages and the bibliography and two final chapters had to be sacri-
ficed, perhaps an additional feature of political intrusion (see Science, 26 November
1976, p. 897).

Another curious feature is the method of editorial comment. Instead of the experts’
opinions being used to modify statements in the text which are considered erroneous
or distorted, they are gathered at the end of the chapters. This is also probably the
result of international authorship, being the only way that the opinions of both
writers and editors could be recorded, and it suggests that, at the moment the unbiased
multi-national treatise on history cannot be achieved.

However, despite the fact that this work must be used with caution, the publishers
should be congratulated on producing well-printed and illustrated volumes which are
a credit to British publishing.

WAYLAND D. HAND (editor), American folk medicine. A symposium, Berkeley,
Los Angeles, and London, University of California Press, 1976, 8vo, pp. viii,
347, illus., £10.35.

The twenty-five papers that comprise this book were presented at a symposium
held in December 1973. The authors represent a number of fields and the articles
cover a very wide variety of topics. Each is a scholarly contribution with excellent
documentation, and the book as a whole is a repository of information, a function
it will retain for some time. It will probably be used more for reference purposes than
for continuous reading, and in this regard there is a full index. Because of the multi-
disciplinary nature of its contents it will be consulted by a large number of individuals.
As the editor suggests, it should induce communication and closer contact between
investigators from the various fields represented. In addition, it may further encourage
the growing popularity of folk medicine, probably a beneficial side-effect as long as
modern methods of diagnosis and treatment are not eschewed.
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