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PREFACE

The object of the meeting was to bring together some of the research workers
in Britain who are attempting to develop methods of predicting or assessing
an animal's metabolic and productive status from measurements of blood
constituents. This was the first time that a national meeting had been called
specifically to identify the value of blood profiles in animal and meat
production.

Fifty members attended the meeting, which was particularly concerned with
the presentation of recent results from techniques for evaluating energy and
protein status in dairy cows, suckler cows and ewes. In addition, an
opportunity was provided, within the discussion periods, for a candid
examination of the application of such techniques in dairy- and meat-
production. Emphasis was placed upon the assessment of nutritional status
from blood levels of metabolites such as glucose, FFA, /?-hydroxybutyrate,
urea-N and albumin and several speakers referred to and presented data on
the value of hormones in blood profiles.

One of the most striking features of the symposium was the wide diversity
of approaches to metabolic profiles. The complexity of the situation in
on-farm profile studies was made apparent in many papers, and the difficulty
of transposing conclusions from work in controlled experiments to the farm
was also acknowledged. There has been a prominent division between these
two approaches in the past which this meeting helped to bridge.

One feature of the deliberations, however, was an apparent lack of convic-
tion in the purported relationships between blood parameters and productive
or metabolic status. It is clear that more critical evaluation of such associa-
tions is necessary before the use of blood profiles can be promoted as a means
of evaluating productive potential in farm animals.

D. LISTER
N. G. GREGORY
Editors for the symposium proceedings
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