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The History of Prices in the Netherlands by Professor N. W.
Posthumus of the University of Amsterdam is one of a series of works
on this subject, published by the International Scientific Committee
on Price History under the direction of Lord Beveridge.

Professor Posthumus’ treatise concerns the wholesale prices of
223 goods, negociated at the Amsterdam Exchange of Merthandises
between 1585-1914.

During the 17thfand 18th centuries the Amsterdam Exchange was
of primary importance for the international trade of Europe, and the
prices were widely quoted.
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The remarkable features of this beek are firstly, that the prices are
threugheut derived from ene and the same source, the regular “price-
currants”, of which Prefessor Peosthumus, starting with twe cepies,
collected mere than 3000, spread over the whele werld between
Amsterdam, Steckhelm, Sevilla, Vienna and Batavia.

Secondly all the prices are menthly enes, which is quite unique for
se many data during such a leng peried. This material sheuld be mest
valuable for research werkers in ecenemics or in histery as well as for
the elucidation of business cycles,

Finally the beek centains the menthly rates of exchange between
Amsterdam and several impertant cemmercial centers for abeut the
same period (1600-1914).

In the intreductien Prefesser Posthumus gives an extensive survey
of various aspects of the cellected data.

Publicatien ef this unusually well presented beek was made pessible
by a grant frem the Reckefcller Foundation. A Dutch edition appeared
during the war in eccupied Helland.

-

“... Professor Posthumus heped te provide a basis for the refinement
and extensien of eur histerical knewledge of Putch ecenemic life.
This he has dene in an admirable fashion. The price data reflect the
economic greatness of Heolland, and they cover a large part of the
chief staples of international cemmerce. The centinueus menthly
whelesale prices for extremely sensitive commedities in 1764-1803
are unsurpassed fer the histerical study of business cycles. ...
Posthumus prebably has the mest centinueus and complete prices for
an extensive list of metals in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
ever assembled for any country. The foreign-exchange rates at Amster-
dam en the eother leading centers eof internatienal finance are alse
unexcelled. No one can foresee all the uses that may be made of
this material”.

Prof. Earl J. Hamilten (Nerthwestern University, U.S.A.)
in the Journal of Econemic Histery, May 1946.
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