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WILLIAM JOHN BISHOP
I903-196 i

IT is with great regret that we report the death, on 27 July
I96I, of Mr. W. J. Bishop, F.L.A., at the age of 57. As the
first editor ofthe first successfuljournal ofthe history ofmedicine
published in Britain, he has left a permanent impression of his
scholarship and knowledge throughout the pages of Medical
Histoty and has given it a character which is truly representative
of medico-historical studies today. Unerring in his judgement,
he was immediately aware when scholarship sank into pedantry
or when, on the other hand, it was sacrificed to the ephemeral
attractions of mere journalism. Many of our contributors will
recall with gratitude their indebtedness to him, and all our
readers will be saddened by his passing.
An obituary article by Dr. F. N. L. Poynter appears on the

pages following.
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Obituary

WILLIAM JOHN BISHOP, F. L.A.
1903-I96i

THE news of W. J. Bishop's sudden death has shocked and grieved his many
friends and associates. At the peak of his powers, he had entered upon a period
of his life which promised great fulfilment and which would have been of great
benefit to the study to which he was ever devoted, the history of medicine.
That he should have left great projects unfinished is a loss to scholarship, but
for his friends the loss which is more grievous is of the man himself, a loyal and
unselfish friend, a cheerful and inspiring companion, and a man of infinite
patience and understanding. Those who knew Bishop only in his later years,
when the fruits of decades of hard work were freely available to all who wished
to share them, were always astonished at his extraordinary and detailed
knowledge of medicine, a subject which is usually a closed book to all but those
trained in its disciplines. His knowledge of historical and literary sources was
equally impressive and he often led the way into the most abstruse researches
with the authority and familiarity ofsome well experienced university professor.
His was not the superficial acquaintance with subjects which can often be
possessed by a mere 'bookman', for it was by no means unknown for him to
correct a specialist on some detail in his own specialist work, a situation which
often arose when he spent much of his time indexing long and difficult mono-
graphs in all branches of the medical sciences.

It may be said that he really belonged to a past age, for he was one of
'Nature's scholars', with a passion for learning which expressed itself the more
vigorously because it had never been forced into the sometimes sterile channels
which lead to academic honours. He was born in London in 1903 and was a
member of a large family. At the age of I 7, when he left Sir Walter St. John's
Grammar School, he began work in The London Library as a junior assistant.
There, in the benevolent shade of the late Sir Charles Hagberg Wright, brother
of Sir Almroth Wright, he worked hard on the library catalogue, read vora-
ciously, and let himself be guided on his way by the writers, historians, bishops
and professors who formed the membership of that distinguished library and
who took an interest in the young assistant's aspirations to scholarship.
An equally sympathetic atmosphere surrounded him when, four years later,

he accepted the post of Assistant Librarian in The Royal College of Physicians
of London, where the late Dr. Arnold Chaplin was then Harveian Librarian.
They worked together on many useful projects, making additions to the cata-
logue which had been published in i9 i i and listing portraits, letters and plate
in possession of the College. There too he met Sir Humphry Rolleston and
others of the older generation of physicians and medical historians who had a
great influence on his own approach to medical history. In his daily life he was
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always more interested in people than in things, and in his work it was
personalities rather than problems which attracted him strongly. At the age
of 26 he read his first paper to the Section of the History of Medicine of the
Royal Society of Medicine and it was published in the Proceedings in I929 with
the title, 'English Physicians in Russia- in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries'. Three years later, in December 1932, he addressed the Society
again on 'The Autobiographies of British Medical Men'. Both papers have for
long been regarded and cited as standard references on their subjects. This
early success made no difference to his customary modest and unassuming
manner and certainly at that time he would have regarded with something like
awe the prospect that one day (twenty-seven years later) he would be elected
to the Honorary Membership of the Society which had heard his first paper.
The Royal Society of Medicine was indeed to have a profound influence

upon his career, for from the peaceful and somewhat antiquarian environment
of the College, Bishop moved in 1934 to the bustling activity of the Society's
library as Sub-Librarian. There he became familiar with current medical
problems and acquired that masterly knowledge of scientific periodicals and
their contents which made him so valued a guide to the current literature.
During the war years, when he moved, with a great part of the library stock,
to St. Albans, his responsibilities were exceptionally heavy, but he always bore
them with cheerful equanimity and maintained an uninterrupted and extended
service to the profession.

All this time his growing knowledge of medical history had been employed
and enlarged in helping others with their own books and papers and he accepted
gladly an opportunity to specialize in history when, in 1946, he was offered the
post of Librarian of The Wellcome Historical Medical Library. As one who
was thoroughly familiar with the medical world and who was widely known
in all ranks of the profession he was ideally suited to the task of preparing this
new centre of historical research for its public opening. When this took place in
1949 it was chiefly a result of his own determination that, despite post-war
restrictions which made it impossible at that time to plan the library as he
would have wished, its resources should be made available to scholars in all
countries. The demands on his time and energies grew rapidly as the library
became known and meanwhile his own literary aspirations, all the keener from
the stimulus which they had received from working in this great new collection,
were, if not frustrated, indefinitely deferred. He faced this situation with his
characteristic directness and at the end of I953, when he had already com-
mitted himself to a number of literary undertakings, he decided that nothing
less than full-time literary work would satisfy him. He had already published
three books in collaboration with others, and the most successful of these,
Notable Names in Medicine and Surgery (I944, 2nd ed. I946, 3rd ed. I959) again
reflected his own special interests. For many years he had been contributing
authoritative articles on the most important figures in modern British medicine
to the Dictionary of National Biography, and he was himself planning a com-
prehensive Dictionary ofBritish Medical Biography, a work which would certainly
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William John Bishop
be of lasting value as a standard work of reference. Before long he became
involved in a great project initiated by The Florence Nightingale International
Foundation for the preparation of a complete calendar of all the extant letters
of Florence Nightingale. When he began this work nobody had any idea of its
magnitude. It was estimated that something like 5,000 letters would need to be
examined, but eventually the total approached 20,000, and the wide range of
subjects discussed in them have made the calendar a veritable scource-book for
nineteenth-century British history. In connexion with this calendar, Bishop
had also compiled a definitive bio-bibliography of Florence Nightingale which
he left almost ready for press. It was concurrently with these major pre-
occupations that he wrote numerous articles for periodicals and, in little more
than three months, wrote to order the latest and most popular of his books,
The Early Histoty of Surgety (I960). In the same period he was Editor, from its
foundation in 1957, of Medical Histoty, which has been of inestimable value in
promoting interest in the history of medicine in Britain and abroad.
Although Bishop retired from full-time work as librarian at the early age of

5 i he retained his links with the profession by continuing to serve as Consultant
Librarian of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, and
despite his many absorbing interests, was always ready to help and advise in
professional matters. Highly regarded as one of the outstanding librarians of his
generation, he was elected to the Fellowship of The Library Association in
1935 and was one of a small group which was responsible for the establishment
of the Medical Section of the Association in 1947, which he served as first
Honorary Secretary and later as Chairman. He was also one ofthose responsible
for initiating and organizing the First International Congress on Medical
Librarianship in London in I953, which was attended by delegates from
thirty-five countries, his work as Joint Honorary Secretary doing much to
ensure its success.

This brief account of Bishop's career can give little idea of the man himself,
except that he was tireless in his industry. To many ofhis friends his life seemed
one of unremitting toil, an impression which scarcely survived renewed contact
with his fiiendly effervescence. He loved learning for its own sake, and in return
it provided him with many satisfactions which were denied to him in other
directions. His long and devoted service to the medical profession, whose high
ideals were the guide to his own life, was singularly selfless. In many ways quite
unworldly, he was nevertheless a shrewd judge of character and ability and, in
matters on which he felt qualified to do so, he held strong opinions which he
could express forthrightly. To live usefully, to add something, no matter how
slight, to the sum ofknowledge, to help others to reduce the sum of distress and
illness in the world, these were his aims, and, on his passing, let us salute one
who pursued them so resolutely.

F. N. L. POYNTER
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A BIBLIOGRAPHT OF W. J. BISHOP

Compiled by S. H. Watkins

* * * *

(N.B. Book reviews are not included)

BOOKS

(With ARNOLD CHAPLIN.) A Catalogue of the Engraved Portraits of British Medical Men.
Compiled by Herbert Breun. With additions and an index of painters and engravers
by Arnold Chaplin and WilliamJohn Bishop, pp. 351, fol. London, 1930. (Unpublished
typescript; six copies made.)

(With HAMILTON BAILEY.) Notable Names in Medicine and Surgery. London: H. K. Lewis.
1944. 2nd edition, I946. 3rd edition, 1959.
Some of the biographies included in this book appeared unsigned in the now defunct
Nursing Illustrated as 'Notable Names in Nursing'.

(With N. M. MATHESON.) Mediine and Science in Postage Stamps. London: Harvey and
Blythe, I948.

(With F. N. L. POYNTER. ) A Seventeenth Century Doctor and his Patients: John Symcotts, I592?-
1662. (Publications of the Bedfordshire Historical Record Society, xx.) Streatley, 1951.

Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists: Catalogue of the Library up to I850. Manchester:
Printed for the College, 1956.

Bibliography of International Congresses of Medical Sciences. Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions, I958.

A History ofSurgical Dressings. Chesterfield: Robinson and Sons, Ltd., 1959.
The Early History of Surgery. London: Robert Hale, I96o.

ARTICLES

'English Physicians in Russia in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries.' Proc. roy. Soc. Med.
(Sect. Hist. Med.), 1929, xxaII, 143-52.

'Encyclopaedias, Ancient and Modern.' Libr. Assist., 1930, xxmi, I65-7, 18-94.
'Hospital Libraries and Bibliotherapy: a Bibliography.' Libr. Ass. Rec., 1931, 3rd Ser., I, I98-

200, 23 I-2, 274-5.
'Thomas Dimsdale, M.D., F.R.S. (17I2-I8oo) and the Inoculation of Catherine the Great of

Russia.' Ann. med. Hist., 1932, N.S. IV, 32 i-38.
'The Autobiographies of British Medical Men.' Proc. roy. Soc. Med. (Sect. Hist. Med.), 1933,

xvi, 398-404-
'Notes on the History of Medical Costume.' Ann. med. Hist., 1934, N.S. vi, I93-218.
'Elisha Perkins and his Metallic Tractors.' Brit. j. Rheum., I939,I,I 93-206.
'The Versatile Doctor.' Nurs. Ill., 1939-40, III, 303-4.
'The History of the Hypodermic Syringe.' Nurs. III., I939-40, m, 517.
'Baron Larrey (I766-I842).' Nurs. Ill., I940, IV, 86-7.
'British Medical Books of the Last Five Years.' Brit. Book News, I944, No. 52, Oct., I-8.
'Dr. Thomas Muffett, a Pioneer Entomologist.' Brit. med. Bull., 1945, m., 239.
'Thomas Phaer's Boke of Children (I545).' Brit. med. Bull., I945, m, 240.
'Robert Hooke (I635-I703).' Brit. med. Bull., 1945, III, 240.
(With F. N. L. POYNTER.) 'The Harveian Orations, i656-i947: a study in tradition.' Brit.

med. J., 1947, ii, 622-3.
By-paths in Medical Bibliography:

I. Theses and dissertations, Med. Bookman, 1947, I (I I), 1-5.
II. Titles, ibid., I948, II, 155-7.

III. Dedications, Med. III., 1949, m, 131-3, 144.
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(With F. N. L. POYNTER.) 'British Historians of Medicine.' Med. Bookman, 1947,1 (II), 19-

25; 1948, II, 103-IO; 30I-8; 1949, m, 1-7.
'Hendrik van Deventer (I651-1724).' Med. Bookman, 1947,1 (12), 20.
[Unsigned] 'Physic and Philately.' Crookes Digest, 1947, No. 9, 8-I 2.
'Wild Men and Wolf Boys.' Med. Press, I947, CCXVIII, 595-60I.
'Some Devon Medical Worthies.' (Abstract.) Lancet, I947, II, 854.
'Edward Jenner (1749-I823).' In Les Mdecins ClUbres. Paris: Editio S.A. 1947, PP. I26-9.
'Lives of Leonard Stanley Dudgeon; Edgar Hartley Kettle; John James Rickard MacLeod;

John Playfair McMurrich, and George Matthew Robertson.' In Dictionary of National
Biography, Supplement, I931-40. Oxford University Press, I949.

'Sir William Vaughan (1577-I64I). LL.D. Vienna, Colonial Pioneer and Amateur Physician.'
Wien. Beit. Ges. Med., 1945, II, 54-8. (Festschrift zum 8o Geburtstag Max Neuburgers.)

[Unsigned] 'Ex-Libris Medicorum.' Crookes Digest, I948, No. I I, 6-Io.
'He was a Doctor.' [John Clive, pseud.]

I. Mungo Park. NinetV Nine, I948, VII, 3-4.
II. Timothy Bright, Inventor of Modern Shorthand. ibid., 1948, vu, 32.

III. Joseph Ignace Guillotin, ibid., I948, VII, 43-4.
IV. John Keats the Apothecary Poet. ibid., I948, vi, 62-3.
V. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (I859-1930), the Creator of Sherlock Holmes. ibid.,

I948, vii, 82-3.
VI. William Gilbert Grace (1848-I915), the World's Greatest Cricketer. ibid., I948,

VII, 122-3.
VII. David Livingstone (I8I3-I873). ibid., I948, VII, I62-3.
VIII. Oliver Goldsmith (I728-1774). ibid., I948, vI, I82-3.
IX. Jean Paul Marat (1743-1793). ibid., 1949, vm, 42-3.
X. Sir Charles Wyndham (I837-I9I9). ibid., I949, vm, 61-2, 76.
XI. Thomas Dover (I662-1742). ibid., I949, vm, 101-2.

'Ancillary Medical Careers. I. Medical Librahip.' Nine!y Nine, I948, VII, 223-4.
(With ARNOLD SORSBY.) 'A Portrait of Richard Banister.' Brit. J. Ophthal., I948, XXXII,

362-6.
'Transport and the Doctor in Great Britain.' Bull. Hist. Med., 1948, XXII, 427-40.
'The American Sydenham (Benjamin Rush).' Brit. med. J., I948, I, 838.
'Some Medical Bibliophiles and their Libraries.' J. Hist. Med., I948, m, 229-62.
Medical Sub-ection of the Library Asociation. [Brief report of first ordinary meeting.] Med.

Bookman, 1948, II, I40.
'Eduardo Garcia del Real (I870-1947).' Med. Bookman, 1948, I, 287.
'New Light onJohn Locke.' [Refers to Locke papers acquired by the Bodleian Library.] Med.

Bookman, 1948, II, 410.
'Some Early Literature on Addiction, with Special Reference to Tobacco.' Brit. J. Addict.,

1949, XLVI, 49-65.
[Unsigned] 'Medical Books Illustrated by their Authors.' Crookes Digest, I949, No. 15, 8-14.
'Recent British Writings on the History of Medicine.' Brit. Book News, I949, CII, 65-9.
'Tuberculosis Stamps, Seals and Emblems.' Brit. J. Tuberc., 1950, xuv, Io8-12.
'Transport and Communications.' Brit. med. J., 1950, 1, 78-80.

Also in: Fifty Years of Medicine. A Symposium from the 'British Medical Journal'.
London: B.M.A., 1950, pp. 293-99.

'Medical Libraries and Librarianship in Great Britain.' Bull. med. Libr. Ass., 1950, xxxvm,
296-3 I I.

'The Collection of Early Veterinary Works in the Wellcome Historical Medical Library.'
Vet. Rec., 1950, TXIT, 48I-2.

'Johannes Evangelista Purkinje, 1787-I869.' [Opera Selecta. J.E.P. Prague I948.] Brit. mned.
BuUl., 1950, VII, 99-IOO.

'The Future ofthe Hospital Library.' Hosp. soc. Serv. J., 1950, LX, 695-6.
'The Wellcome Historical Medical Library,' Hosp. soc. Serv. 7., 1950, LX, 869-70.
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'Doctors and Doctors.' Ninety Nine, 1950, IX, 42-4.
'Medical Societies.' In Chambers's Enyclopaedia. London: Newnes, 1950, IX, 207-9.
'Recent Changes in the Indexes to Medical Literature.' Brit. med. Bull., 195I, vn, 220-I.
'Medical Libraries of Great Britain. I. Some London Libraries.' Brit. med. Bull., 1951, vii,

335-4 I .
'Charles Richet (I850-1935).' Tabloid Memoranda, I95I, I, 3I-6.
'Notes on the History of Postgraduate Education.' Tabloid Memoranda, 1951, 1, 75-8I.
[Unsigned] 'Medical Heraldry.' Crookes Digest, 195I, No. 20, 2-9.
'The Medical Section and its Work.' In: Proceedings, Papers and Sunmaries of Discussions at the

Bournemouth Conference2April to2 May z952. London: LibrryAssociation, 1952, pp. 12-I6.
'The Evolution of the General Practitioner in England.' Practitioner, 1952, CLXVm, 171-9.

Also in: Science Medicine and History. 'Essays on the Evolution of Scientific Thought and
Medical Practice Written in Honour of Charles Singer.' Collected and Edited by
E. Ashworth Underwood. London, O.U.P., I953, Vol. 2, pp. 35I-7.

'Notes from London.' Bull. nmd. Libr. Ass., I953, XLIj, 151-3; 283-5; 419-21.
[Unsigned] 'The Art of the Herbal.' Crookes Digest, 1954, No. 23, 7-I I.
[Unsigned] 'Giants.' Crookes Digest, I954, No. 24, 9-I3.
'Education and Training for Medical Librarianship in Great Britain.' Libri, 1954, m, 232-7.

(Proc. Ist Int. Congr. Med. Lib., July 1953.)
'Antonio Scarpa, 1752-i832.' Med. biol. Ill., 1954, IV, 7-9.
'Henry Vandyke Carter, 183I-I897.' Med. biol. Il., 1954, Iv, 73-5.
'Jules Germain Cloquet, 1790-I883.' Med. biol. D., 1954, Iv, I41-3.
'Joseph Leidy, I823-1891.' Med. biol. Ill., 1954, Iv, 200-2.
'Dr. Thomas Fuller's Ideal Nurse.' Nurs. Mirror, 1954, XCIX, 759.
'Avicenna, Prince of Physicians.' Pharm. j., I954, 4th Ser., cxvm, 357-8.
'The Royal Horticultural Society, 1804-1954.' Pham. J., I954, 4th Ser., cxix, 87-8.
'Medical Caricature.' Med. Wld (Lond.), 1955, LXXXII, 306-I0. Med. biol. Ill., 1956, VI, 9-I6.
'As the Librarian sees it.' Med. Wld (Lond.), I955, LCXXIII 274-8.
'Leading Men of Science: Sir Henry Dale in his Eightieth Birthday.' Triangle, 1955, II, 36-7.
'Leading Men of Science. II. Albert Szent-Gyorgi.' Triangle, 1956, II, 195-7.
(Obituary) 'Mr. H. M. Barlow.' Bull. med. Libr. Ass., 1955, XLIII, 445-6.
'Sir Robert Philip Honoured on Postage Stamp.' Brit. J. Tuberc., I956, L, Opp. I98.
'Florence Nightingale's Letters.' Amer. J. Nurs., 1957, LVII, 607-9.
'Medical Book Societies in England in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries.' Bull. med.

Libr. Ass., 1957, XLV, 337-50.
'The Doctor and the Empress.' (Dimsdale and Catherine of Russia.) Evening News, 14 May

1957, p. II -

'The Florence Nightingale Bibliography.' Int. Nurs. Rev., 1957, iv, 64-7.
'Old Moore and his Almanack. A Tercentenary.' Lancet, 1957, 1, 209-10.
'Letters of Florence Nightingale.' Nurs. Mirror, I957, cv, 397-8.
'William John Little, I8I0-I894. A Brief Biography.' Cerebr. Paly Bull., 1958, No. I, 3-4.
[Unsigned] 'A Landmark in Dentistry.' Times, 3 June I958, p. I I.
(With HAMILTON BAILEY and A. CLIFFORD MORSON.) Correspondence 'Coud&

Straightened Out.' Lancet, I952, II, 424.
(With HAMILTON BAILEY and A. CLIFFORD MORSON.) Correspondence 'Coude

Catheter.' Brit. med. J., 1958, II, 5I3.
'Medical Bibliography.' In Encyclopaedia of Librarianship, Edited by Thomas Landau. London:

Bowes and Bowes, 1958, pp. 205-6.
'Medical Libraries.' In Enyclopaedia of Librarianship, Edited by Thomas Landau. London:

Bowes and Bowes, 1958, pp. 206-I2.
'The War Against Pain and Disease.'

I. Prehistoric Medicine. ibid., 1958, 1 (2), 13-I8.
II. Medicine in the Ancient East. Past and Future, 1958, I (3), I4-I8.

III. Medieval Medicine. ibid., 1959, I (5), 27-32.
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IV. The Birth of Scientific Medicine. ibid., 1959, I (6), 36-40.
V. Medicine in the Age of Enlightenment. ibid., I959, I (7), 33-8.
VI. The Conquest of Pain. ibid., 1959, I (9), I5-20.
VII. From Lister to Freud. ibid., I96o, I (II), 22-5.

VIII. Medical Progress in the Twentieth Century. ibid., I960, I (I2), 15-18.
'Lives of SirJoseph Arkwright, Sir Robert Armstrong-Jones, Sir Farquhar Buzzard, Sir Henry

Gauvain, Sir Thomas Oliver, Sir Humphry Rolleston, Sir Frederic Still, Prof. W. W. C.
Topley, Sir Norman Walker, Sir Cuthbert Wallace, Sir William de Courcy Wheeler,
Sir William Willcox, Prof. Warrington Yorke.' Dictiony of Nationl Biography,
SupPkment 1941-1950, Oxford UniversitY Press, 1959.

'Nicholaas Tulp's Medical Observations,' I652. Brit. J. clin. Pract., 1959, xm, 906.
(With HAMILTON BAILEY.) 'Leishman-Donovan Bodies and Donovaniasis; Sir William

Boog Leishman, I865-I926; Charles Donovan, I863-195I.' Brit. J. vener. Dis., 1959,
XXXV, 8-9.

(With HAMILTON BAILEY.) 'Reiter's Disease.' Brit. j. ven. Dis., 1959, Xxxv, IOI-10.
'Maurice Strauss, Philatelist.' Conn. Mcd., 1959, xxm, 648-9.
'Le Dr. William Salmon (I644-I7I3) et sa bibliotheque.' Librarium, I959, I, 79-83.
'Hughlings Jackson (1835-191)).' Cerebr. Palsy Bull., 1960, I, 3-4.
'Recent Publications on Rehabilitation and the Handicapped.' Cfrebr. Palsy Bull., I960, II, 321.
'Parkinson's "Paradisw", I629'. Brit. J. clin. Pract., I960, XIV, 42I.
'The "Great Wound Surgery" of Paracelsus, I565.' Brit. J. clin. Pract., I960, XIV, 731.
'The "Mirror of Medicine", 1532 [by L. Friesz].' Brit. 7. clin. Pract., I96o, XIV, 823.
'Florence Nightingale's Message for Today.' Nurs. Outlook, I960, vm, 246-9.
'The University Dispensary.' Univ. Coll. Hosp. Mag., Lond., I96I, XLV, 7-8.
'The Technique of Indexing Books.' Aslib. Proc., I96I, X331, 102.
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