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Call for Manuscripts: 
The Role of the Environment in Infection Prevention 

Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology (ICHE) is pleased to 
announce that it will publish a peer-reviewed, special topic issue 
devoted to the role of the environment in infection prevention and 
healthcare epidemiology. This issue will be published in conjunction 
with the spring meeting of the Society for Healthcare Epidemiology 
of America (www.shea-online.org) to be held in Atlanta, Georgia, 
May 2013. This conference will include a forum on the role of 
the environment that will bring together leaders from a variety of 
healthcare settings to discuss current research, effective strategies, 
and future research agendas. 

Of particular interest are papers that address the following: 

• Sterilization and disinfection: methods and technology, devices, 
quality and process improvement 

• How to clean and disinfect the environment: methods and 
technology, quality and process improvement, daily vs. terminal 
cleaning 

• The role of the environmental reservoir in transmission and 
outbreaks of specific organisms, and methods of control 
(e.g., MDROs, C. difficile, and Legionellae) 

• Decolonization of patients to prevent specific infectious 
syndromes (e.g., BSI, SSI or VAP) and specific organisms 
(e.g., MRSA, C. difficile) 

• Related issues in different patient populations (e.g., pediatrics, 
geriatrics) or special units (e.g., ICU, ER, hematology, transplant 
or non-acute care settings) 

• Architectural design, construction, and renovation -
environmental considerations for infection prevention 

Authors are invited to submit their work electronically via Editorial 
Manager (www.editorialmanaaer.com/iche) no later than 
October 1,2012. Research papers in the form of original articles 
(up to 3,000 words), concise communications (up to 1,200 words), 
and research briefs (up to 900 words) will be considered for review. 
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For manuscript preparation details, 
please see "For Contributors" at 
www.journals.uchicago.edu/ICHE 
or contact the editorial office at 
iche@press.uchicago.edu. 

Suzanne Bradley, MD, Editor 
Infection Control and Hospital 
Epidemiology 
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reviewed to ensure their validity and value to current 
debates. 

The journal publishes: 
• Research articles which illustrate clear implications 
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aAn accessible and gripping narrative on a serious 
topic that manages to explain, in plain English, how 
viruses are changing the world."—NATHAN WOLFE, 

founder and CEO of Global Viral Forecasting 
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In recent years, issues of infection prevention and control, patient safety, and quality-of-care have become increasingly 
prominent in healthcare facilities. Practical Healthcare Epidemiology takes a practical, hands-on approach to these 
issues, addressing all aspects of infection surveillance and prevention in clear, straightforward terms. This fully 
revised third edition brings together the expertise of more than fifty leaders in healthcare epidemiology who provide 
clear, sound guidance on infection prevention and control for the full range of patients in all types of healthcare 
facilities, including those in settings with limited resources. A powerful resource for practitioners in any branch of 
medicine or public health who are involved in infection prevention and control, whether they are experienced in 
healthcare epidemiology or new to the field. 

"A handy desk reference and an up-to-date primer for 
trainees and experts alike." — JAMA, The Journal of the 
American Medical Association 

"An essential for anyone in the field." — Thomas R. Talbot, 
Chief Hospital Epidemiologist, Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center 

"A much-needed response to the currently tough 
challenges posed to healthcare epidemiologists 
and infectionpreventionists... highly 
recommended reading for trainees and 
professionals in infection control—and healthcare 
epidemiologists in particular!' 
—Clinical Infectious Diseases 
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