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This is the first book to consider, together, all the
genetic methods for controlling insect pests of
agricultural, veterinary and medical importance,
which have so far been developed to the point
of practical application. As such it will be of the
greatest interest to entomologists working in
these fields, to doctors concerned with pre-
ventive medicine and to biologists and those
with a more general interest in entomology and
genetics.
Most of the methods considered involve the
mass rearing of particular species, irradiation,
chemosterilization or hybridization and then
release into the wild population. Success de-
pends on these insects mating with the wild
populations, leading to reductions in fertility
and perhaps to populations being eliminated.
More involved techniques make use of naturally
existing incompatibles, or introduce genes
which are harmful to the wild population but
favourable to man. The replacement of a nat-
urally occurring population with one previously
rendered harmless by genetic manipulation, is
also discussed.
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