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EARL J. HAMILTON

The Role of War in Modern Inflation
Wars in early modern times, although frequent, generated little price inflation
because of their limited demands on real resources. The invention of paper
currency and the resort to deficit financing to pay for wars changed that
situation. In recent centuries wars have been the principal causes of inflation,
although since World War II programs of social welfare unmatched by offset-
ting taxation have also fueled inflationary flames.

LARRY D. NEAL
Interpreting Power and Profit in Economic History: A Case Study of the
Seven Years War

This article examines the economic costs to the British nation of the Seven
Years War. Drawing upon manuscript records and secondary studies, the
author analyzes in detail the diversion of resources to the Navy and the effect of
increased debts on the economy. Finding that the burden was great but the
impact apparently slight, the author suggests that the English may have drawn
substantially upon extra-national sources of capital, labor and materials.

JOHN H. MORROW, JR.

Industrial Mobilization in World War I: The Prussian Army and the Aircraft
Industry

This study, based on primary sources, shows that the army's role in the
wartime mobilization of the industry was fundamental and extensive. It deter-
mined aircraft prices and labor exemptions, regulated the industry's supply of
credit and raw materials, limited patent rights, and ultimately interfered in
management-labor relationships. Its policies resulted in the industry's expan-
sion and concentration and in above average real wages for the industry's labor
force. The article concludes that while the mobilization of the aircraft industry
was successful, military regulation of the German war economy in World War I
was generally inefficient.

A. J. R. RUSSELL-WOOD
Technology and Society: The Impact of Gold Mining on the Institution of
Slavery in Portuguese America

This article examines the impact of gold mining on slavery in colonial Brazil.
Crown policies, economic pressures, and gold's role as an instrument for social
mobility had demographic repercussions—affecting sexual imbalance, the ratio
of slaves to freedmen, the availability and distribution of labor. Economic factors
determined ethnic origins, slave trade patterns, and the assimilative capability
of blacks as illustrated by the slave family. Differences between slavery in
mining and plantation societies are emphasized. The transfer of technical skills is
signalled as a major African contribution to the New World. The article con-
cludes by assessing the psychological and administrative impact of a black
majority.

CLAUDIA GOLDIN
Female Labor Force Participation: The Origin of Black and White Differ-
ences, 1870 and 1880

Although white women have only recently entered the work force, their black
counterparts have participated throughout American history. Differences be-
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tween their rates of participation have been recorded only for the post-1890
period and analyzed only for the post-1940 period due to a lack of available
data. To remedy this deficiency my work explores female labor supply at the
dawn of emanicipation, 1870 and 1880, in seven southern cities, using data
drawn from the manuscripts of the population census. Probit regression tech-
niques demonstrate that economic and demographic variables explain only part
of the difference between black and white women and, as in the findings of
contemporary research, race is shown to be an important factor. Several
explanations are discussed, in particular one relying on socialization differences
which are termed a "legacy of slavery."

Kozo YAMAMURA

Success Illgotten? The Role of Meiji Militarism in Japan's Technological
Progress

This study suggests that the militaristic orientation of the Meiji government
and the wars fought against China and Russia contributed significantly to
technological development in Meiji Japan (1868-1911). The roles played by the
arsenals and the government-owned shipyards and factories in adopting and
disseminating foreign technology are described to demonstrate their impor-
tance in the rapid Meiji industrialization. The article suggests that it is neces-
sary to reexamine the view, primarily based on macro-economic analysis, that
Meiji militarism was basically detrimental to economic growth in Japan.

ANITA B. BAKER

Community and Growth: Muddling Through with Russian Credit Coopera-
tives

This article examines the evolution of the Russian government's policies be-
tween 1861 and 1917 in the sphere of rural credit, especially the extent to
which social and cultural factors and ministerial politics impinged on the choice
of banks and their development. Discussions concerned measures for
economic change that could take place within the traditional and legal frame-
work of the village community. The Ministry of Interior supported a class-
based estate bank. The Ministry of Finance opted for the cooperative credit
association which was to foster rural pacification and agricultural development
by mobilizing peasant collective habits and private initiative that favored
cooperative organizations.

EDWARD AMES AND RICHARD T. RAPP

The Birth and Death of Taxes: A Hypothesis
Tax systems in England, France, Spain, and Venice are regarded as providing
payments from subjects to governments for protection against foreign and
domestic threats. In each developing state, the supply and demand for protec-
tion at the time of the tax system's origin determined the long-term character
of taxation. Only where taxes arose in an environment of exceptionally long
wars did subjects forfeit their right to control levies. Groups having close
substitutes available for central government paid non-extortionate taxes. Col-
lusion in the supply of protection led to noble tax privileges. Once created,
taxes survived as long as the government itself.

FREDRIC L. CHEYETTE

The Origins of European Villages and the First European Expansion
The countryside of Europe in the Roman period was one of dispersed villas and
farmsteads placed in a regular grid. That of post-Roman Europe was one of
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nucleated villages surrounded by irregular fields and "spider's web" tracks.
The change occurred between the sixth and the ninth centuries, when the
countryside was largely emptied of its population. The reasons for this change
should be explored, for this reconstruction of the countryside was the start of
the medieval economic expansion that gave Europe a density of population and
intensity of land exploitation it had never before achieved.

GASTON V. RlMLINGER
Labor and the Government: A Comparative Historical Perspective

This article compares the development of the workers' right to organize and
bargain collectively in England, France, and the U.S. Starting with a common
repressive policy, each country followed a different path toward establishing
the workers' rights. The main ultimate difference lies in the extent to which the
state became involved in industrial relations. In England the state remained
aloof after securing very broad legal rights of collective action. The workers
were left to do their own battling. In France the state came to look upon
collective agreements as an aspect of public policy and became the dominant
partner in labor negotiations. The American pattern lies in between: state
protection extends to procedural but not to substantive issues.
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