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Abstract

According to an extension of a classical theorem of Bernstein, due to C. Herz, a function on R"
belonging to a Besov space of appropriate order has an absolutely convergent Fourier transform. We
establish extensions of this result to Cartan motion groups, for Besov spaces defined with respect to
both isotropic and non-isotropic differences.

1980 Mathematics subject classification (Amer. Math. Soc): 22 E 30, 41 A 17, 43 A 50, 43 A 80.

1. Introduction

Let (G, A") be a Riemannian symmetric pair of compact type, with corresponding
involution of G denoted by 6 [2, Chapter IV]. Denote by 8 the derived involution
of the Lie algebra #, and set

Then the subspace V is stable under the Adjoint action of K, and one can define
the Cartan motion group K X V in which the law of multiplication is given by the
formula

(ku yx) • (k2, Y2) = (k^, Y, +
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386 Garth I. Gaudry and Rita Pini [2 ]

The group M = K X V is a Lie group whose Lie algebra m is d + V (as a

vector space), in which the Lie product is given by the formulas

Y] _
[X,Y]f, if

It is well known, and easy to verify, that the exponential map, and one-parame-

ter subgroups, are given by the formula

/ ladX _ j

(1) cxpM(tX,tY) = ' —

In (1), (efi,lG^JeF,and

ptadX _ j x

„ • 7= £ r-(ad^)""1- Y.

We shall suppose fixed a norm on p which is Ad-invariant. With respect to

such a norm, i , and V are orthogonal.

The best known examples of Cartan motion groups are the groups M(n),

(n > 2). These correspond to the choice G = SO(n + 1), K = SO(n), and 6 the

involution of G corresponding to the matrix

- 1

The subspace F o f SO(n + 1) is the set of matrices with 0 in the upper-left n X n

block; it may be identified with R"; the Adjoint action of k e SO(n) o n o e V is

the rotation of v by amount k. See [2] for details.

Our aim is to establish a theorem of Bernstein type for the Cartan motion

groups. To do so, it is necessary to define a notion of "difference", modulus of

continuity, and Besov space of appropriate type. We shall show that a recursive

definition of difference works perfectly for Af(2), but that the methods that

appear so natural and work well for M(2) cannot be made to function even for

M(3). On the other hand, a nonrecursive (that is, non-isotropic) definition of

difference works well in general. In the latter case, the argument follows the

general line of Inglis [4] (for the Heisenberg group).

The theorems we prove are sufficient to establish that functions of an ap-

propriate degree of smoothness and decay at infinity belong to the Fourier

algebra A{G).
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131 Convergent Fourier transforms 387

A theorem of Bernstein type for compact, connected Lie groups (using isotropic
differences) is to be found in [1]. A fundamental paper regarding (inter alia) a
Bernstein theorem for W (and T") is Herz [3].

2. Isotropic differences

DEFINITION, (i) If k is a positive integer, (X, Y) e m = 4 + V, and / is a

measurable function on M, we define the k th difference of / determined by the
direction (X, Y) as

A^,n/(*,j) = £ (-l)k+JC(k,j)f((x,y)exp(jXJY))
7=0

= £ (-i)*+yc(fc,;)/((*,

The coefficients C(k, j) are the binomial coefficients (*).
(ii) If 1 < p < oo, define

ak(t,f,L")= sup \\&l[Xt
0<\KX,Y)\\<t

(hi) If a, /I > 0, and k > max(a, /?), define

dt.1Ok(t,f,L>)

Let A*a>^i;))(Af) be the completion of Cc°°(Af) with respect to the "norm"

DEFINITION. Let A{M) denote the space of bounded continuous functions / on
M which can be written as the sum of a uniformly convergent series

(2) f=£gj*hj
i=i

in which gj, hj £ L2(M), and

0) f ll«AIIM2<+«>.
7 = 1

The norm of / in A(M) is the infimum of all sums (3) with respect to all possible
representations (2).
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3 . The case of M ( 2 )

Le t Xx, X2, X3 deno te the s t anda rd basis e lements of ™{2):

We shall suppose that HÂH = 1. Observe that if s e U, the element X = sXr is a
typical element of a Cartan subalgebra of s#(i), that V is the polarisation of a rot
space of so{2>), and that

e*dx(X2) = (coss)X2 +(sins)X3,

e*dx(X3) = (sins)X2+(coss)X3.

Furthermore, the action of ad( X) on V is represented by the matrix

\ s Of'

It follows that the action of (eXadX - I)/X on V is the composition of a rotation
with a dilation of amount sin iHXXH/ j\\X\\.

THEOREM. L e / / e CC(M) and suppose k > 3/2. Then

MA < CN(l2a)(f)

where the constant C does not depend on f (or on its support).

PROOF. We identify 50(2) with the circle group T = {e'e: -IT < 6 < IT). Then
the Haar measure on 50(2) X U2 is the product of the respective Haar measures.

Observe that if Fn is a function on 50(2), <j>n a radial (that is, Ad( K )-invariant)
function on U2, ipn a function on 50(2), and Hn is the function on M(2) given
by the formula

then (under suitable conditions)

for all m, n.
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In par t icular , we construct a c o m m u t i n g family of funct ions {hn} on M ( 2 ) as
follows

where Fn deno te s the characterist ic function of the a rc {e'9: -k "n < 6 < k n-n)
a n d <£„ the characteris t ic function of the ball of radius k~" in R 2 . T h e cons tan t cn

is to be chosen so that jM(2} hn = 1. Then , thanks to the observat ion above,

\ / n m m n

for all m, n.
We proceed to study the asymptotic behaviour of the coefficients cn. If n > 0,

the changes of variable / -> jt, v -» (sm(jt/2)/(t/2)) • v yield

cn=

where C and C" are constants.
Similarly, if n < 0; cn = C"(k'")2. Consequently, there exist constants A, B

> 0 such that

(5)
Ak3" <

Ak2" <

For each integer n, let

(6)

and consider

Pn = hn -

the formal series

.- i
cn\

n 1

^Bk3"

^Bk2n

and

(7) I f*Pn*Qn
n = - o o

whose JVth symmetr ic part ial sum is, t hanks to (4), (6), f * h N * h N -
f * h_N* h_N. Since hN is an approx imate ident i ty as ,/V -» oo, it follows that
/ * h N * h N -* f u n i f o r m l y . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , \\f * h _ N * h _ N \ \ c o < \\f\\y \ \ h _ N \ \ * .
It is a simple matter to check that p . ^ l ^ -» 0 as N -> + oo. Therefore the series
(7) represents / in the uniform sense.

The final stage of the proof is the estimation of E " M | | / * ^JMIGJU- ^ e use
Cy, C2,... to denote a sequence of constants.
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Consider

(8)

Now, if n > 0

„)(*'•*, y) = c?Z (-i)k+Jc(kj)r>
7 - 1

sin2(f/2)

The changes of variables t -»y/, i> -» (eyadr - / ) / a d r • v yield

£ (-i

where v' is a certain rotation of v. Since >̂n is rotation-invariant, v' may be
replaced by v. It follows that

ix \ 1 fk~" i f
?' , y) = cn

L I dt I
k~"

-k~

whence

If n < 0, one obtains an estimate identical to (9).
Concerning the estimate for ||2nll2> w e have, when n > 0,

cj'̂ up / /
"\ sin4 \j I sin

24

/
T •'H

1/2

1/2

whence

(10) Ii
If n < 0, similar estimates give

(11)
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Collecting together (9), (10) and (11), we obtain the estimate

EII/*^UI<2J2=E + E
- o c 1 - o o

L2))k"

4. The case M(n) (n ̂  3): isotropic dilations

In the proof just given, there are, apart from the detailed estimates, two main
ingredients.

(a) The construction of a commutative approximate identity of the form

(12) E (-l)k+jC(k,j)hU\
7 = 1

(b) The transfer, by appropriate change of variables, of convolution of / with
an element (12), to an integral sum of differences

L(-l)k+JC(k,j)f((x,y)cxp(j(X,Y))

with respect to a weight which must of course be independent of j (see §2).
One would expect to be able to extend the general approach of §3 to cover all

Cartan motion groups, in particular the Euclidean ones. However, as we shall
now show, it does not seem to be possible to do so.

The first requirement (a) is easily enough met. One can construct a family
{h{jl

)}j_l k of integrable functions on M(n) such that
(i) A^'( •, v) is central for every v;
(ii) h^\k, •) is radial (that is, Ad(SO(n))-invariant) for every k e SO(n).
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Then, with appropriate constraints on the size of the supports and the distribu-
tion of the values of the

is a commutative approximate identity on M(n).
The requirement (b) takes the form (see §2)
(iii) htfiexpjT, (eJ*dT - I)/T • v) = h(l)(expT, (e a d r - I)/T • v) for j =

2,...,k,Te/(a. Cartan subalgebra of £ = SO(n)), and v e V = 03 ".
We now show that the requirement (iii) is incompatible with (i) and (ii). We

shall treat the case M(3), although the argument is general. We shall suppress the
subscript M and show that

PROPOSITION. There do not exist nontrivial integrable functions /i(1) and /i<2> on
M(3) satisfying (i), (ii) and (iii).

PROOF. Let t be the toral algebra generated by the element

/O -1 0 0
1 0 0 0

\0 0 0 0

so ). The space V = U3 consists of matrices of the form

/ 0 0 0 -oi
0 0 0 -v2

0 0 0 -i>3

v, v-, v, 0

= v.

Then

(13) e — . T
- • v = 2sm-(Wl,w2,Q) +(0,0,v3)

where (Wj, w2,0) is a rotate of (vv v2,0) in the hyperplane v3 = 0.
If hm and hm satisfy (iii), then

•/ X/2
(14)

for all x G A u' e V. Because of (ii),

X/2 , a d X - I

say, on the sphere ||o'|| = C, X being fixed. As v' varies over the sphere of radius
C, the vector

X/2
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varies over the ellipsoid whose equation is

(15) f(x, y, z) = (4cos2|)x2 + Ucos2j\y2 + z2 = C2.

This follows from (13). The semiaxes of the ellipsoid are (C/2)cos(A'/4),
C/2cos(A'/4), C. For fixed X, the function v -> hm(exp(x/2), v) is rotation
invariant. Therefore

as v varies over the spherical shell of radii C, (C/2)cos(x/2). It follows from (13)
and (14) that

h™(expX,(0,0,y)) = ^ ( e x p f , (0,0, y)) = K

for all y between C and (C/2) cos(Ay4). It therefore follows that
hi2)(exp(X/2), v') = K for all v' in the spherical shell of radii C,(C/2)cos(Ar/4).
Clearly then, /j(2)(expAr, v') = K for all v', except in the special case where
cos(*/4) = i

Since the integral of h(2)(expX, •) is infinite for almost all X, and since h(2) is
central with respect to the first variable, it follows that the integral of h(2) over
M(3) must be infinite.

5. Cartan motion groups: nonisotropic differences

Let M = K X V, and for simplicity, suppose that K is connected. Fix a
maximal torus T of K, with corresponding Lie algebra i\ let P.,. be a choice of
positive roots for ( / c , 4C), and write X = \P+\. Denote the dimension of M, K
and V by ju, k, v respectively and the rank of K by p.

Then

DEFINITION. Let k be a positive integer, and / a measurable function on M.
For (X, Y) G 4 + V, define the kth order nonisotropic difference of / , A*̂  Y)f,
to be the function

*(X,Y)f(x,y)= t (-l)k+JC(k,j)f((x,y)(cxpjXJY)).

Observe that
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D E F I N I T I O N . For each positive integer k, t > 0, and 1 < p < + oo, define

i*k(t,f,L') = Q< sup J\&(X.Y)f\\p.

Set

THEOREM. Letfe Cc(Af). Then ifk > ju/2,

where C is independent off.

PROOF. Let Bo be a ball centered at the origin in i chosen so that the
exponential mapping is regular on Bo. For each integer n > 0, write

For each integer n, let <j>n be the characteristic function of the ball of radius k~"
in V. then <£„ is Ad( K )-invariant.

Define the sequence {hn }°?x of functions on t + V as follows

=

Mfky n n
\ J I \ J I « e P 4 1 = 1

Let hn be the function on M = K K K such that
each Y, and such that

is central on K for

The coefficient c_ is chosen so that

(J,

hndm = l.

otherwise.

M
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When n > 0, the Weyl integration formula shows that

//i-ijUfln n
, A:/7"7-V W/ W/t=i«EPt

x n sin2(

IW\ being the order of the Weyl group. The changes of variables T -* jT, Y -» jY
lead to the expression

cn= t(-l)k+JC{k,j)(XBo(k"T)( FI El sm2(a(sT))dTdV.
7 l Jt

Using the fact that 1 > (sintf )/tf > 2/m if 0 < ^ < w/2, we see that

(16) | c j ~ (A: "Y a s n ^ +co.

Similarly one obtains that

(17) \cn\~(k-"Y a sn-»-oo .

Define the sequences ?„ and Qnby Pn = hn — hn_l, Qn = hn + hn+l and the
formal series Ys?x f * Pn * Qn. In virtue of the central behaviour of hn with respect
to the first variable, and its Ad(^)-invariance with respect to the second, it is an
easy matter to check that hn*hm = hm*hn for all m, n. Therefore the Nth
partial sum of the formal series is

f*hN*hN-f*h_N*h,N.

Much as in the case considered in section 2, this converges uniformly to / as
N ^ oo.

In order to estimate | | / * Pn\\2, we calculate, for n > 0,

J JK/T Jt JV

J I aeP+ s = l \ \ J

by the Weyl integration formula. Writing zexpTz'1 = exp(Ad(z)7) and chang-
ing variables T -»jT, Y -> jY, we obtain

+JC(k, j)f((x, j)(exp(yAd zT), jY))
1^1 •'Ar/r •'/ Jv j = x
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So

(f*hn+{-\)kf){x,y)= fa-f f f Ak
(Ad2T,Y)f(x,y)

\yy\ JK/T Jt JV

k

X n I I sin2(a(sT))dTdYdz.

It follows that

(18) \\f*hn+(-l

Cl being independent of n and / . A similar estimate apphes to the cases n < 0.
In estimating ||<2J|2, for n > 0, we note that

\\Qn\\2<C2\cn\~
l SUP

k

n n
5 = 1 aei>

1/2

sin2(«(r))

Consequently, using (16)

If n < 0, we obtain, using (17),

Finally then
00 0 00

I ll/*pj|2IIGJ|2= E E
- 0 0 - 0 0 1

,,/2,3)V ) •

CONCLUDING REMARKS. We have not enunciated the theorems of Sections 2
and 5 with the degree of generality that the methods of proof would cover. For
instance / need not be continuous: it would suffice if / were bounded and
measurable with compact support. The compactness of the support is not essen-
tial either, as that part of the hypotheses is used only to conclude that / * hn -» 0
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as n -» -oo. It would be enough for / to have an appropriate kind of decay at
infinity and then we would have that f*hn-*O, at least locally uniformly, as
n -» -oo.

The reader may find it useful to compare these observations with the presenta-
tion in [3].
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