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It is inevitable that proliferation of new technology will 
impact on infections of the nervous system. Advances in molec
ular biology have produced new techniques in genetic mapping, 
monoclonal antibodies, immunocytochemistry, and hybridiza
tion. The use of CT scans in tuberculous meningitis, neurocys-
ticercosis, and cerebral malaria provides new insights in patho
genesis and management. The MRI complements the CT scan 
and may be more sensitive to detect early lesions in AIDS-
dementia complex. 

The diversity of infectious agents affecting the nervous sys
tem has received wide recognition in the past decade. Both 
Lyme disease which has been newly discovered and HIV 
caused by an entirely new agent receive adequate coverage. 

There is emphasis in refinement of existing treatments and 
new therapeutic agents in most of the sections. 

This monograph is compiled by 17 contributors from four 
countries. The expertise of the authors is reflected in their own 
chapters. They have also achieved a remarkable feat in choosing 
appropriate topics and expert contributors. 
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Quality and clarity of the chapters vary as expected, but sur
prisingly the variation is minimal. There are many sections that 
are superb, concise, and well balanced, containing just enough 
details. It is refreshing to find much attention is devoted to up
date the current treatments, discuss contentious issues such as 
steroids in tuberculous meningitis and septic shock and provide 
guidelines in selection of antimicrobial drugs. At the end of 
each chapter there are selected references. 

Overall there is nothing new in infections of the nervous sys
tem which has not already appeared in the leading medical jour
nals, but the book provides a very good source of current infor
mation. The clarity and style would allow a wide readership 
other than neurologists, neurosurgeons, microbiologists, and 
general physicians involved with infectious diseases. This book 
is recommended as a useful guide for the diagnosis and treat
ment on infections of the nervous system. 
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