
186 Slavic Review 

and the specialist will be disappointed by their brevity. In a way, the same can be 
said about the whole book. One may only add that in retrospect the author appears 
to have been much too optimistic regarding the degree of decentralization intro­
duced (or even presaged) by the Soviet economic reform of 1965. At this writing 
it is fairly clear, at least to the reviewer, that the reform's effects on the systemic 
features and efficiency of the Soviet economy have been very close to zero. 
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Mr. Hutchings's book covers much of the same material as previous text surveys 
of the Soviet economic system and its development, but is different in being more 
chronological and less analytical than most, relying more on the telling detail than 
on the judicious generalization to develop its message. Indeed, it is a distinctly 
idiosyncratic book. The concept seems to be to describe some phenomena, illustrate 
with a few data, flavor with arcana and a little exotica (the errata have been well 
controlled), and that will convey what is important about the Soviet economy. 
Some chapters (those on geography and history, for instance) succeed much better 
than others (those on investment planning and ideology, say). The book is well 
written, and raises a number of interesting points, but it gives somewhat the 
impression of a collection of asides to the main flow of discourse in our research 
efforts on the Soviet system. On one important and complicated problem—the 
ambiguities in the measurement of growth—the points it makes are unexceptionable, 
but its treatment of the capital intensity controversy and Soviet practice in this 
area is badly garbled. There is relatively little reliance for results and analytical 
approaches on the research done by those outside the USSR, in favor of Soviet 
assertions and views. This makes it more authentic in a certain sense, but less 
solid and conclusive than one would like in a book to be used as a text. 
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fr.b. Vol. 19: 282 pp. 350 fr.b. Set, 1,000 fr.b. 

This two-volume Festschrift, with all but four of its forty-seven contributions from 
fifteen countries written in French, German, or Russian, represents a happy divi­
sion of labor with two university presses of the English-speaking world. A com­
panion volume, Studies in Slavic Linguistics and Poetics in Honor of Boris O. 
Unbegaun, with contributions from thirty-one American, British, and Canadian 
scholars, was published in 1968 by New York University Press and the University 
of London Press (reviewed in the Slavic Review, March 1971). The present 
collection is prefaced with a biographical note and a bibliography of Professor 
Unbegaun's scholarly publications from 1923 to 1967; its continuous page num­
bering and single table of contents indicate that the two volumes (international 
contributions and Belgian contributions) should be considered one work. 
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