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Introduction: Physical abuse of children in schools is common in
Nigeria, but its prevalence and forms are yet to be clearly studied.
Objectives: To determine the prevalence and pattern of physical
abuse of children in Secondary Schools in Ilorin Nigeria
Methods: Cross sectional survey of secondary school students aged
11-18 years in Ilorin Nigeria using multistage random sampling
technique with proportional allocation was done. Respondents
completed the ICAST-CI questionnaire which covers child abuse
in educational institutions. Prevalence and pattern of child abuse
was computed.
Results: Table 1: Pattern of physical abuse in School in the last
12 months

Conclusions: Physical abuse of children is extremly commonplace
in public secondary schools in Nigeria. it is neccessary to explore
other ways of dealing with children in educational institutions.

Disclosure: No significant relationships.
Keywords: Child; physical abuse; school

EPV0316

Violence exposure among children in Nigeria

A. Oladosu1*, O. Abiodun2 and M. Tunde-Ayinmode2

1Johnson Community Hospital, Lincolnshire Partnership Foundation
Trust, Lincolnshire, United Kingdom and 2Behavioural Sciences,
University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital, Ilorin, Nigeria
*Corresponding author.
doi: 10.1192/j.eurpsy.2021.1889

Introduction: There is a paucity of information on the exposure of
children to violence in Nigeria. The current study aims, as part of a
larger study, to explore the experiece of children to violence in their
homes in Nigeria.
Objectives: To determine the prevalence and pattern of violence
exposure of children in Ilorin Nigeria.
Methods: Cross sectional survey of 1,554 secondary school stu-
dents aged 11-18 years in Ilorin Nigeria using multistage random
sampling technique with proportional allocation was done.
Respondents completed the ICAST-CH questionnaire which
covers childrens’ exposue to violence. Prevalence of violence expo-
sure was computed.
Results: 63.4% (994/1554) of respondesnts had witnessed violence
at home. Table 1: Pattern of violence exposure at home in the last
12 months Form Frequency Percentage*

Conclusions: A good number of children in Nigeria might be
exposed to violence. There is thus a need for initiative to strengthen
family life and control the exposure of children to violence given its
potential to cause long standing mental health problems in victims.
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Form of abuse Frequency Percentage

Physical Abuse* (n=1,554)

Caused you pain 1514 97.4

Stay in cold/heat 1285 82.7

Hit you with fist 716 46.1

Kneel in a way that hurts 686 44.1

Slap on head as punishment 663 42.7

Twist ear as punishment 635 40.9

Kicked you 476 30.6

Slap on your arm 448 28.8

Throws object at you 347 22.3

Crushed your finger as punishment 231 14.9

Choked you 224 14.4

Pulled your hair as punishment 116 7.5

Starvation as punishment 67 4.3

Forced to do dangerous acts 64 4.1

Soap or pepper in mouth 48 3.1

Cut you with sharp object 10 1.0

Burnt as punishment - -

Put into hot or cold water - -

Tied with rope or belt - -

Violence Exposure* (n=994)

Something stolen from home 532 53.5

Adults shouted in a frightening way 392 39.4

Witnessed adults in home hit, kick, slap 378 38.0

Seen people being shot, bombs, rioting 210 21.1

Adults used alcohol then frightened 82 8.2

Someone close got killed near home 56 5.6

Witnessed adults in home use weapons 10 1.0
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Introduction: The prevalence and pattern of emotional abuse of
children in Nigeria is poorly understood. Data from other parts of
the world indicate it is commoplace and has enduring negative
mental health impact. The current study aims to understand the
phenomenon the more.
Objectives: To determine the prevalence and pattern of emotional
abuse of children in their homes in Nigeria
Methods: Cross sectional survey of 1, 5444 secondary school
students aged 11-18 years in Ilorin Nigeria using multistage ran-
dom sampling technique with proportional allocation was done.
Respondents completed the ICAST-CH questionnaire which
covers child abuse in its several forms including emotional abuse.
Prevalence of emotional abuse was computed.
Results: All respondents (100%) had experienced emotional abuse
at home in the last one year Table 1: Prevalnce annd pattern of
emotional abuse at home among children in Ilorin Nigeria

Conclusions: Emotional abuse of children at home is common
place in Ilorin Nigeria. It would seem important to educate parents
on what emotional abuse is and its potential impact in children.
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Introduction: The sexual abuse of children is well documented in
literature. Data on it from Nigeria is rather sparse. The current
study examines the prevalence and pattern of sexual abuse with a
view to increasing our understanding of it.
Objectives: To determine the prevalence and pattern of sexual
abuse of children at home in Ilorin Nigeria.
Methods:A cross sectional survey of secondary school students aged
11-18 years in Ilorin Nigeria using multistage random sampling
technique with proportional allocation was done. Respondents

completed the ICAST-CH questionnaire which covers child abuse
in its several forms including sexual abuse. Prevalence of sexual abuse
was computed.
Results: Over a third (586) of participants experienced some form
of sexual abuse in the last year. Table 1: prevalence and pattern of
sexual abuse at home

Conclusions: Sexual abuse of children occurs commonly in Ilorin
Nigeria. There is a need for further research towards understnding
it determinants towards strengthening systems of safeguarding
children against it.
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Introduction: Given the effectiveness and overall safety in several
psychiatry conditions, electroconvulsive therapy remains a widely
used procedure in current medical practice. Informed consent is
still a requirement for the use of ECT both in voluntary and
compulsory treatment; however, since severe mental illness can
affect decision-making capacity and insight of the need for treat-
ment, this requirement often constitutes an obstacle to its use. In
addition, stigma around ECT still contributes to treatment refusal.
Objectives: To summarize the most recent evidence published
about ECT and discuss the ethical and legal implications of its
use, enlightened by the empirical description of a clinical vignette.
Methods:Review of literature on the ethical and legal issues involv-
ing the ECT use in patients on compulsory treatment, considering
the efficacy, risks, the mental health legislation in Portugal, and
several international directives.
Results: Informed consent is the basic tenet in the contemporary
physician-patient relationship. In principle, ECT can only be admin-
istered to patients who prior consent to the treatment. In contempo-
rary practice, providing the best medical assistance and respecting the
patient’s autonomy are two fundamental principles. However, we
often face an ethical dilemma, when severely ill patients, whose
insight, the ability for self-determination and decision-making capac-
ity may be impaired, refuse a potential beneficial treatment as ECT.
Conclusions: The use of ECT in severe mental illness is still
hampered by legal and ethical constraints. A future revision of

Emotional Abuse* (n=1554) Frequency Percentage

Threatened to hurt or kill you or threatened
with evil spirits

1554 100

Screamed at 1528 98.3

Bullied by another child at home 1218 78.4

Insulted 1122 72.2

Made you feel embarrassed 574 36.9

Wished you were dead 224 14.4

Locked out of home 196 12.6

Threatened to abandon you 95 6.1

Sexual Abuse* (n=586) Frequency Percentage

Talked to you in a sexual way 420 71.7

Touched private parts 333 56.8

Showed pornography 149 25.4

Made you look at private parts 136 23.2

Tried to have sex with you (unwilling) 61 10.4

Made a sex video of you - -

S714 E-Poster Viewing

https://doi.org/10.1192/j.eurpsy.2021.1890 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1192/j.eurpsy.2021.1890

	Outline placeholder
	Self reported experience of physical abuse in schools in Nigeria
	Violence exposure among children in Nigeria
	Prevalence and pattern of emotional abuse of children in their homes; self reported experience of children in Ilorin Nigeria
	Self reported experience of sexual abuse among children in their homes in Ilorin Nigeria
	Electroconvulsive therapy and informed consent in compulsory treatment - an ethical dilemma


