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not only a detailed description of physical destruction, as well as processes of 
deprivation of rights and exclusion, but also of the relevance of the Nazi system of 
forced labor for the fundamental transformation of occupied societies. While the 
account of Lemkin’s activities as a consultant at the International Military Tribunal 
at Nuremberg and his lobbying for the adoption of the genocide convention at the 
United Nations is, again, a rather conventional repetition of already well known 
facts, the description of the Convention’s fate during the Cold War and especially of 
Lemkin’s problematic positioning within a post-war era full of anti-communist para-
noia, racism, and great power bargaining excellently elucidates the reasons for the 
weaknesses of an international human rights regime after World War II. The book 
concludes with an intelligent relating of Lemkin’s concept of the necessity for group 
protection to the establishment of international bodies enforcing criminal prosecu-
tion of mass violence, for example in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. His ideas 
fixed these newly-developed principles within international relations, namely the 
“responsibility to protect” to Lemkin’s conviction that people have a right to “enjoy 
the experience of difference” (246).

Claudia Kraft
University of Vienna

In Space We Read Time: On the History of Civilization and Geopolitics. By 
Karl Schlögel. Trans. Gerrit Jackson. Cultural Histories of the Material World. 
New York: Bard Graduate Center, 2016. xxiii, 496 pp. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 
Illustrations. Photographs. Figures. Maps. $45.00, hard bound.

doi: 10.1017/slr.2018.216

This book is an invitation to take a dive into the spaces of the history of the present. 
Karl Schlögel seeks to “spatialize” the historical emergence of the present and to tie 
the historical view back to the spatial locale of events as they can be observed in 
the present. In other words, Schlögel seeks to open the historian’s gaze to the spa-
tial aspect of history. The fact that the spatial dimension, or the concept of space, 
has for such a long time been absent from (at least) German-speaking historical 
 scholarship—and the social sciences at large—has, of course, to do with German his-
tory from 1933 to 1945. Then, “space” was used as a valuable argument and instance 
of social policy with all its well-known drastic implications. In this context and with 
this space concept, scholarly geography has played an important if inglorious role 
in the past. The intricate connection of the “blood and soil” and “nation without 
space” ideologies—both established on the basis of geographical space as a con-
tainer of social life—has led to the elimination of “space” in the humanities. Not 
least because of the unholy alliance of these concepts, a radical reorientation of geo-
graphical thought was at last embarked on at the end of the 1960s. Given its extreme 
political implications, this was—and is—one of the most important tasks in the his-
tory of science since the Second World War. As there were very few inter-disciplinary 
points of contact at the time between the humanities and geography, these changes 
were left unnoticed.

With this book, Schlögel struck a chord with a broad German-speaking audi-
ence and rose to the top of the best-seller list. It is distressing that a publication 
that blatantly draws on the ideas of Friedrich Ratzel, one of the founding fathers of 
the above-mentioned Nazi geopolitics, could rise to such commercial success and 
establish an award-wining career in Germany. The popularity of the book among the 
general public is contrasted, however, with the profound skepticism in the academic 
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communities of both historians and younger generation geographers. In trying to 
explain this gap, and offering an alternative perspective for the integration of space 
into historiography, the content of the book shall be presented against the backdrop 
of the author’s claim.

According to Schlögel, “we can form an adequate picture of the world only 
if we begin to think of the long-forgotten nexus of space, time, and action” (7). 
This collection of essays is organized into four main chapters spread over about 
500 pages, including “The Return of Space,” “Reading Maps,” “The Work of the 
Eye,” and “Europa, Diaphanous.” Schlögel suggests nothing less than a new way 
of seeing and perceiving history as well as a “revival of the historical narrative 
itself” (xx), which in the sense of a “spatial” (18) or “topographical hermeneutics” 
(19) moves the reading of historical spaces by way of looking at their key locales 
of action, boundaries, and geographical representations (maps, city plans) to the 
center of historical scientific work. In his approximately fifty exemplary expedi-
tions through various periods of world history (or perhaps rather through various 
places of the historical world), from Ground Zero to the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
from Auschwitz-Birkenau to Sarajevo and Moscow to the construction of India, he 
uses, relying on authorities like Walter Benjamin or Herodotus, the notion of the 
stroller or flâneur (215) as a conceptual tool to frame the experience of history in 
a spatial manner; to develop an investigation of “the spatial side of the historical 
world” (46).

This “essayistic” book is indeed very well-written and entertaining to read. 
Schlögel is drawing attention to the long-neglected history of eastern Europe. But this 
very important task is tarnished by the aforementioned conceptual problems with a 
rather simplistic spatialization of time. To draw attention to the spatiality of history 
and social life in general is, of course, important. The question is, however, on the 
basis of what spatial concept? An important part of the work of humanities scholars 
and social scientists that subscribe to the spatial turn appears to be based on the 
assumption that geographical space is a given fact and not theory-dependent. As the 
latest theory developments in geography show, this is not the case. What space there 
“is” for actors depends on what the actors are doing. Schlögel’s important suggestion 
could provide insight.
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Odd Arne Westad, one of the world’s leading experts on the history of the Cold War, 
creates a truly global panorama of the conflict in his latest book. He traces its fault-
lines back to the nineteenth century, when the Industrial Revolution gave birth to 
both modern capitalism and socialism, and when the rise of Russia and the United 
States as global powers began. While Westad’s earlier study of the Global Cold War 
focused on superpower interventions in the Third World, The Cold War: A World 
History is a grand narrative for a broader audience of the causes and ramifications of 
Soviet and US power and ideology. Europe is back in the picture, if relatively passive: 
devastated, hungry, and supinely waiting for answers and relief from either Moscow 
or Washington. Western Europe from the late 1940s was changed just as much as the 
east by the Cold War. Political and cultural ties with the US created the notion of a 
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