
Second World War when he was l e s s concerned with the s t o r m y i s s u e s of nuc lea r 
w a r f a r e and the conta inment of Communis t a g g r e s s i o n , and m o r e with the bas i c 
p r o b l e m s of ph i losophica l r e s e a r c h . 

"The s impl ic i ty of R u s s e l ' s exposi t ion is as tonish ing , as is his abi l i ty to 
get to the co re of the g r ea t phi losophica l i s s u e s and to skillfully p robe the depth 
of ph i losophica l a n a l y s i s . " 

W. G Brown, McGil l Un ive r s i ty 

G e s a m m e l t e Abhandlungen, by Fe rd inand Georg F roben ius . Edited by 
J - P . S e r r e . Vol . I, vii -f- 650 p a g e s . Vol. II, 733 p a g e s . Vol. Ill, 740 pages 
(with a comple te l is t of a l l t i t l e s ) . S p r i n g e r - V e r l a g , Ber l in , Heide lberg , New 
York, 1968. U . S . $ 3 4 . 0 0 . 

F o r many y e a r s m a t h e m a t i c i a n s al l over the world complained of the fact 
that F r o b e n i u s ' m a t h e m a t i c a l works had never been edi ted. Most of his 102 
r e s e a r c h p a p e r s had been published in r e l a t i ve ly e a r l y vo lumes of C r e l l e ' s 
Journa l , a l m o s t a l l those be tween 1871 and 1893, and f rom then on unti l 1917 in 
the S i tzungsber ich te der P r e u p i s c h e n Akademie der Wissenschaf ten; both these 
p e r i o d i c a l s a r e d i r ec t ly a c c e s s i b l e only in r a t h e r extens ive l i b r a r i e s . Rep r in t s 
of the A k a d e m i e - p a p e r s have been for sa le occas iona l ly , but w e r e exhausted 
r a t h e r fas t . The continuing g r e a t i n t e r e s t in al l the m a i n subjects deal t with in 
F r o b e n i u s 1 m a n y p a p e r s , al though a g r e a t dea l of his r e s u l t s a r e now s tandard 
m a t e r i a l in tex t -books on group theory, l inear a lgebra , d i f ferent ia l equat ions , 
o r d i n a r y and p a r t i a l , e l l ipt ic functions, will m a k e this edit ion a m u s t for a l l 
Un ive r s i ty l i b r a r i e s ; the ve ry r e a s o n a b l e p r i c e will enable many m a t h e m a t i c i a n s 
to own the t h r e e v o l u m e s . 

They contain al l of F r o b e n i u s 1 published m a t h e m a t i c a l works in chronolog ica l 
o r d e r . No comment or ana lys i s has been a t tempted for the new edi t ion. The 
edi tor even s t a t e s that "une te l le ana lyse , en effet, eut été for t difficile a f a i r e , 
et peu u t i l e " . " F o r t diff ici le", yes , but "peu u t i le" , no . It would have been 
e x t r e m e l y useful and d e s i r a b l e to have competent informat ion on open ques t ions 
ment ioned in F r o b e n i u s ' p a p e r s as wel l as some r e f e r e n c e s to m o r e r e c e n t 
work which e i ther s impl i f ies or extends F r o b e n i u s ' proofs or r e s u l t s . However, 
any such a t t empt would ce r t a in ly have postponed for many y e a r s the a p p e a r a n c e 
of this edition; thus nobody will r e g r e t too much the absence of a c o m m e n t a r y . 

The f i r s t volume begins with a sho r t e s s a y " E r i n n e r u n g e n an F r o b e n i u s " 
by C. h. Siegel who, as a young student , had attended two of F r o b e n i u s 1 l e c tu r e 
c o u r s e s at the Unive r s i ty of B e r l i n in 1915. Accord ing to these notes F r o b e n i u s 
influenced his s tudents only by his splendid l e c t u r e s , but not by p e r s o n a l contac t . 
It migh t be ment ioned that this e s s a y is p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i ng in so far as it 
r e v e a l s at l eas t as much on i ts author as it does on F r o b e n i u s . 

H. Schwerdt feger , McGil l Un ive r s i ty 
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