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Sociolinguistic Patterns
in British English
edited by Peter Trudgill

Recent years have seen a striking increase in
sociolinguistic investigation of the varieties of English
spoken in Britain. This volume presents a selection of
some of the best of this work. Apart from its obvious
interest to lecturers and undergraduates concerned with
the study of language in its social context, it provides
a balanced reflection of sociolinguistic research and
theory in Britain, making accessible to a wider
audience advances in data collection and methodology.

These studies are based on empirical work on language
as it is spoken in its social context and fall largely
within the framework established by William Labov.
The phenomena under consideration are the
mechanisms of linguistic variability and the 'status' of
forms of speech rather than the varieties of languages
themselves. Variations in current vernacular English
are linked to historical and psycho-social - including
sexual - factors, and can only be identified and
interpreted by close empirical observation of colloquial
speech. The changes that are taking place under the
influence of, for example, rural-urban interaction and
upward social mobility, and the use of alternative
speech-codes as appropriate to social circumstances, are
documented here from varying age groups and social
classes in Northern Ireland, Scotland and several areas
of England.

Cloth £9.95

Edward Arnold
41 Bedford Square, London WCiB 3DQ
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Typescripts. The top copy of the type-
script should be submitted and, if poss-
ible a second copy also. Contributions
should be clearly typed on one side of the
paper only using a conventional size of
paper, preferably A4 (or 21.6 by 28 centi-
meters for those at work where A4 is not
available). Authors should hold one copy
for the correction of proofs. The title-page
should include the title, author's name and
affiliation, in that order, along with an
abstract of the article. Areas of study to
which the articles may be of interest should
be listed at the end of the abstract.
Titles should be so worded that the first
part may be used as a running headline
(with a maximum length of 50 characters,
including spaces). They should be typed on
a separate sheet, together with the author's
name and the address to which he wishes
proofs to be sent.
Citations and forms of emphasis.
Normally the Latin alphabet is to be used.
Cited forms should be underlined to
represent italicization in print. Transla-
tional 'meanings' should be placed within
single quotation marks.
References are to be made in the text (and
not in footnotes) by giving in parentheses
the name of the author and year of publica-
tion, and where relevant the page(s) refer-
red to; e.g. (Whitney 1867: 45-53). If the
author's name is part of the text, the follow-
ing form should be used: 'Whitney (1867:
48) maintained that . . .'. When a work
written by two or more authors is referred
to, all names should be given in the first
citation; e.g. (Weinreich, Labov & Herzog
1968): in subsequent citations the first name
only should be given, with 'et al.' added;
e.g. (Weinreich et al. 1968). When separate
works are referred to in the same parenthe-
ses, those by the same author should be sep-
arated by commas and those by different
authors by semi-colons: e.g. (Whitney
1867; Firth 1935, 1957a). Initials should
be used (.after the author's name) only when
it is necessary to distinguish between two or
more authors of the same name, all of whom
are referred to in the same article.

All works referred to should be listed at
the end of the article, double-spaced and
in alphabetical order. The titles of articles
should so far as possible be abbreviated
according to the conventions of the

Linguistic Bibliography of the Permanent
International Committee of Linguistics
(CIPL).

Examples of references (note the use of
punctuation marks within references):
Firth, J. R. (1957a). Ethnographic analysis

and language with reference to Malinow-
ski's views. In R. W. Firth (ed.), Man
and culture: an evaluation of the work of
Bronislaw Malinowski. London: Rout-
ledge and Kegan Paul. 93-118.

(19576). A synopsis of linguistic
theory, 1930-55. Studies in linguistic
analysis (Special volume of the Philo-
logical Society). Oxford. 1—33.

Sapir, E. (1929). The status of linguistics
as a science. Lg. 5, 207-14. (Reprinted in
D. G. Mandelbaum (ed.). (1939) Selected
writings of Edward Sapir. Berkeley and
Los Angeles: U. California P. 160-6.)

Book reviews. With the exception of the
title-page, book reviews should be sub-
mitted in the same form as articles. The
title-page should take the following form:
Edwin Ardener (ed.), Linguistic and
Social Anthropology. (ASA Monographs,
10.) London: Tavistock, 1971.

Reviewed by Clive Criper
Department of Linguistics
University of Edinburgh

There is no need to submit an abstract with
a book review.
Proofs. First proofs only will be sent to
the author (or his nominee), who will be
expected to correct them and return them
to the Editor, by airmail where appropriate,
within ten days of receipt.
Offprints. Fifty offprints of both articles
and review articles will be provided free
of charge. Additional offprints may be
obtained at reasonable cost, provided that
these are ordered before publication on the
special form sent out with the proofs.
Submission of an article is taken to
imply that it has not previously been
published, or is not being considered for
publication elsewhere. If an author is
publishing a related article elsewhere, this
fact should be stated.
Copyright. Contributors of accepted
articles will be asked to assign their copy-
rights, on certain conditions, to Cambridge
University Press, to help protect their
material, particularly in the U.S.A.
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