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The Improbability of 
Othello
Rhetorical Anthropology  
and Shakespearean Selfhood
Joel B. Altman

“Joel Altman’s brilliant study of Othello 
takes us deeply into the play by means 
of theatrical as well as intellectual 
history, epistemology, traditions of 
persuasion and ideas of selfhood, 
protocols of evidence and infer-
ence, humanist learning—in sum, 
the rhetorical anthropology which 
suffuses Shakespeare’s art.”—Thomas 
O. Sloane, University of California, 
Berkeley
Cloth $49.00

Is the Rectum a Grave?
and Other Essays
Leo Bersani

“Even readers who think they’re famil-
iar with Leo Bersani’s career of think-
ing about what’s structural, imper-
sonal, and non-relational about people 
will be astonished by reading these 
collected essays and interviews. . . .  
Phrase by beautiful phrase, Bersani’s 
stunning readings of the relation of 
psychoanalytic to aesthetic conceptions 
of subjectivity open up new concep-
tual and affective potential.”—Lauren 
Berlant, University of Chicago
Paper $25.00

The Beast and the  
Sovereign, Volume I
Jacques Derrida
Translated by Geoffrey Bennington

The Beast and the Sovereign is the first 
volume in a new series collecting  
Derrida’s unpublished written lectures. 
In this seminar from 2001–2002, 
Derrida continues his deconstruction 
of the traditional determinations of the 
human. The beast and the sovereign 
are connected, he contends, because 
neither animals nor kings are subject 
to the law—the sovereign stands above 
it, while the beast falls outside the law 
from below.
Cloth $35.00

Mary Chesnut’s  
Civil War Epic
Julia A. Stern

“In a work of genuine scholarship and 
searching criticism, Julia Stern reveals 
the complex power and beauty of Mary 
Chesnut’s narrative and convincingly 
places it among the very best literature 
to emerge from the Civil War and its 
aftermath.”—Eric Sunquist, University 
of California, Los Angeles
Cloth $45.00

Now in Paperback
Madwomen
The “Locas mujeres” Poems of 
Gabriela Mistral 
A Bilingual Edition
Edited and Translated by  
Randall Couch

“Randall Couch has gathered a remark-
able collection of Mujeres Locas, the 
Mad Women pivoting brilliantly 
within twenty-six poems by Gabriela  
Mistral, taken from previously 
published and unpublished sources. 
He has accepted the challenge of 
setting them forth in English, and 
one can only respect and applaud his 
efforts, undertaken with painstaking 
scholarship and impassioned linguistic 
acuity.”—Calque
Paper $18.00

New from Reaktion Books
Simone de Beauvoir
Ursula Tidd

 In this concise critical appraisal of  
both the life and words of Simone de 
Beauvoir, Ursula Tidd illuminates the 
many facets of the feminist icon’s com-
plex personality, including her relent-
less autobiographical drive, her active 
involvement in twentieth-century po-
litical struggles, and how Beauvoir the 
woman has over the decades become 
Beauvoir the myth.
Paper $16.95

from Chicago
New books
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