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REVIEWS

UOCTRINE SPIRITUEIXE DE DOM MARMION. By M. Philipon, O.P.

I esclee de Brouwer; n.p.)
clo A P o s t l l u i n o u s publication of Le Christ ideal du Pretre in 1951
Vo] a n e P o c b in spiritual writing which began in 1917 with the first
Co * e °f Abbot Marmion's great trilogy, Le Christ Vie de L'Ame.
be&" • t ^ a t a n y account of twentieth-century spirituahty must
aca f̂ i Abbot Marmion, Pere Philipon prepared for this book by
Ujit> ,.. study of abundant autographs and other manuscripts hitherto
JJOU ^siied and by undertaking a number of retreats in Benedictine
c°tin ^ °. e r t 0 capture the monastic spirit 'by osmosis and a certain
P ^ ^ r , a l i t y ' - The preface "

P p y
> P r e f a c e b y Dom R. Thibaut bears witness to

P°n's success in interpreting monastic spirituality while the
e n t °^ m a t e r ia l , with the balance nicely held between

W t tl ^P^ t ion and linking commentary, leaves us in no doubt
The KC Si . ^ ^ economical use of the sources,

but -w'tl?0 *S ^n t w o Par tS- ^n t ' i e ^"irst P ^ r e P^ l ip o n sketches briefly
-re n e t r a t^n§ touches the chief events of Dom Marmion's

a n c ^ t n e stages of his transformation in Christ. The second
ith q u

 Ur . e ^n Christ'—illustrates the major themes in his writings
concl j a t l o n . s arranged approximately in the order of the trilogy.

Lady. "JL es .W l t" some valuable pages on the priesthood and on our
For px ''tjV?!1 eP^°gue on Marmion as the Doctor of our Adoption,

^ioiiarv P.on Marmion is an 'Irish saint', 'an Irish monk with a
J0 ^euedi t7° C ^° n > ' ^ ^ e t ransition from pastoral work in Dublin
j^d t o e , n e life, though rapidly accomplished, was not easy as he
T^tiotis andUr£ ^ ^ l c u ^ e s caused by national and temperamental

height t k t O r t u r e s o f a n a c u t e sensibility. Pere PhiUpon gives
k51 a(Wnist ° Actors and notes frankly Marmion's weakness as
1 f o i l ' s e tOr',f.ut t h e chief interest of this sketch is the study of

la^Cation f v i n C ^ r i s t ' ^ e deepening of his spiritual life and the
i Olnas; for^v. j ^ o c t " n e . For guiding principles he went to St

e great sob e c i s i v e stimulus to Scripture, chiefly St Paul. Hence
^ 'the n 1Cty ? n d b a I a n c e of his teaching. He had no way to offer

second W a y o f a l! w h o h a v e b e e n b a P r i z e d > -
^ Ho le«

 rt> t " o u gh in some respects less absorbing than the
8 t h e b r e a ^ " / 1 ? ^ - P ^ r e P h i H P o n h a s succeeded admirably in

^ ^̂ " i d h d
a^/? P y

tb-em f • 1 ^̂ "e t o n i s documents. The passages quoted—
l d syntheri Y e x t e n s i ve ly-have all the doctrinal richness, all

c power of Marmion's best published work and in
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addition the urgency and force of a terse epigrammatic sentence or **
occasional barbarism ('the Holy Eucharist "christifies" us'), ot 3

memorable telling saying that epitomizes his teaching. Lovers of Do0^
Marmion have an opportunity to collect more of his beloved Paul10

texts and more of his collects and secrets. They will have a rich find 1°
prayer 'written at the peak of his spiritual life', an act of consecraO0

to the Holy Trinity, with its summary of his teaching and its revela°°
of his plan of life. On almost every page there is something to
them back to his great treatises. Newcomers could ask for no
introduction to a sane and liberal master.

B.M-

LA MERE VIRGINALE DU SAUVEUR. By M. J. Scheeben. (Desclee
Brouwer; n.p.)
This is a translation from the second edition of Die brautliche G J

mutter, an extract from the classic Dogmatik of Scheeben, with a ie"..
the more technical passages omitted. The book appeared origU1

in German in 1936 under the care of Dr C. Feckes who hold*
chair in Cologne archdiocesan seminary previously occupied
Scheeben. The notes printed at the end of the German edition
arranged in the translation as head-notes to chapters. They call atteB
to special features of Scheeben's Mariology, assess his dogmatic poS1

 t

in the light of later developments and supply references to yxt
discussions in periodical literature, mostly German, especially Y ^ J
important chapter on the 'supernatural character of our Lady •
frontispiece—an appropriate choice for this product of Coloo.^
reproduces the statues of our Lord and our Lady in the choir 0 ^
cathedral which are thought to represent the heavenly dialog11 -f
tween our Lord and his Spouse. The doctrinal inspiration of the
decoration came from Blessed Rupert of Deutz, who gave cur *^
to this idea in his commentary on the Song of Songs. Scheebe»>
Cologne theologian, follows the example of Rupert. . ĵS

As the original form of its publication suggests, this bo ^
addressed primarily to the theological student; but this shouj ^,
deter the less professional reader from using it, especially ,j
attractive translation by Dom A. Kerkvoorde, O.S.B., " f ^ m C "y , ^ ! Qj^
As Dr Feckes points out in his introduction, the theologian wi ^ 0{
be tempted to disagree with Scheeben's treatment of the ^
tradition while accepting the substance of the argument. For tn
who wants to begin the study of Mariology and for those vv'"°
dogmatic foundation for their devotion to our Blessed Lady
Virginale du Sauveur is excellent.


