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La Docrring Serrtuerte DE Dom MarmioN. By M. Philipon, o.p.
esclée de Brouwer; n.p.)
close(f POsthumpus Pt'lblicatio'n. of Le.Christ idéal du Prétre in 195T
v°1uman epoch in spiritual writing which began in 1917 with th? first
0nvie of Abbot Marmion’s great trilogy, Le Christ Vie de L' Ame.
egin nced that any account of twenticth-century spirituality must
3 care f}LNl ith Abbot Marmion, Pére Philipon prepared for this book by
unPublli study of abundant autographs and other manuscripts hitherto
Ouses 1:1 ed and by undertaking a number o‘f retreats in Benedictine
COnnaey ‘fifdfr to capture the monastic spirit ‘by osmosis and a certain
Pire Phﬁi ty’. The preface by Dom R. Thibaut bears witness to
Uanger PON's success in interpreting monastic spirituality while the
Judicigs ent of material, with the balance nicely held between
aboyt the q1otation and linking commentary, leaves us in no doubt
The 1 Skl!fu.l and economical use of the sources.
but s OX 18 in two parts. In the first Pére Philipon sketches briefly
Towdeq -If’_enetrating touches the chief events of Dom Marmion’s
Parg_c € gn@ the stages of his transformation in Christ. The second
With quo‘if _ ife in Christ'—illustrates the major themes in his writings
It concludatlor{s arranged approximately in the order of the trilogy.
Lady. mpcs With some valuable pages on the priesthood and on our
For Pé:erepls an epilogue on Marmion as the Doctor of our Adoption.
Missig hlllPﬁon Marmion is an ‘Irish saint’, ‘an Irish monk with a
fo Benedl;'};t;, Ocation’. The transition from pastoral work in Dublin
hag e ne hfé, though rapidly accomplished, was not easy as he
an “ie difficulties caused by national and temperamental
Weighe ¢ € tortures of an acute sensibility. Pére Philipon gives
M adp; 'Stro these factors and notes frankly Marmion’s weakness as
i\ldal.miorl’s garto(:; }?ut the_chjef interest pf this s‘ketc.h‘ is th'e study of
Tif;ﬁcaﬁ(m of }:is 13 Chr.lst, the deepp{nng of_ hlS. spiritual life and the
the 3s; for the decs octrine. For guiding principles he went to St

frics
drlctlons
e v

e 12t SObrie sive stimulus to Scripture, chiefly St Paul. Hence
Ceﬁt ‘the norty and balance of his teaching. He had no way to offer
ﬁrT ¢ secong mal way of all who have been baptized’.
gisF 510 Jegg rart’ though in some respects less absorbing than the
oS the reaﬁlwardlf’g- Pere Philipon has succeeded admirably in
the > Of ther f: of life to his documents. The passages quoted—
bold airly extensively—have all the doctrinal richness, all

€c power of Marmion’s best published work and in
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addition the urgency and force of a terse epigrammatic sentence of #
occasional barbarism (‘the Holy Eucharist “christifies” us’), of ®
memorable telling saying that epitomizes his teaching. Lovers of DO®
Marmion have an opportunity to collect more of his beloved Paul
texts and more of his collects and secrets. They will have a rich find 8%
prayer ‘written at the peak of his spiritual life’, an act of consecrati®
to the Holy Trinity, with its summary of his teaching and its revelat®
of his plan of life. On almost every page there is something to
them back to his great treatises. Newcomers could ask for no bertd!
introduction to a sane and liberal master. M
B.M.

de

La M2RE VIRGINALE DU SAUVEUR. By M. J. Scheeben. (Desclée
Brouwer; n.p.) "
This is a translation from the second edition of Die brautliche GO

mutter, an extract from the classic Dogmatik of Scheeben, with 2 f?wall)'

the more technical passages omitted. The book appeared origi” e

in German in 1936 under the care of Dr C. Feckes who ho}ds by

chair in Cologne archdiocesan seminary previously occupie®

Scheeben. The notes printed at the end of the German editio? ; o

arranged in the translation as head-notes to chapters. They call atten®

to special features of Scheeben’s Mariology, assess his dogmatic pos*

in the light of later developments and supply references to €4,

discussions in periodical literature, mostly German, especially :orTh"'

important chapter on the ‘supernatural character of our Lady-
frontispiece—an appropriate choice for this product of CQIOgF the
reproduces the statues of our Lord and our Lady in the choir ©
cathedral which are thought to represent the heavenly dialog¥® %
tween our Lord and his Spouse. The doctrinal inspiration of -

decoration came from Blessed Rupert of Deutz, who gave € 1o

to this idea in his commentary on the Song of Songs. Scheebeth

Cologne theologian, follows the example of Rupert. o W
As the original form of its publication suggests, this bogl 4 20t

addressed primarily to the theological student; but thiS'Sho . the

deter the less professional reader from using it, especially = 4

attractive translation by Dom A. Kerkvoorde, 0.5.8., of Saint oftes

As Dr Feckes points out in his introduction, the theologian W dat3 of

be tempted to disagree with Scheeben’s treatment of the read®

tradition while accepting the substance of the argument. For the want?

who wants to begin the study of Mariology and for those Wh% . M

dogmatic foundation for their devotion to our Blessed Lady

Virginale du Sawveur is excellent. BM-



