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This unique text presents the archaeo-
logical story of the Southeastern United
States, from 20,000 years ago through
World War I. Early chapters feature an
overview of the history of archaeology
in the Southeast and the development
of archaeology as a discipline. The fol-
lowing chapters, arranged in chronologi-
cal order, highlight the archaeological
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of interfaces, and the use of single-
context plans and recording sheets are
clarified by references to specific archae-
ological sites. These sites range from
medieval Europe through Mayan civiliza-
tions to Colonial Williamsburg, Virginia.
This book, a great value to anyone in-
volved in excavating and recording,
will ensure that the maximum amount of
stratigraphic information is gathered dur-
ing future archaeological investigations.
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This important work provides the funda-
mentals for most studies in archaeology.
The book, first published in 1979, resul-
ted from its author’s invention of the
Harris Matrix—a method for analyzing
and presenting the stratigraphic sequen-
ces of archaeological sites. This method
is now widely practiced in archaeology
worldwide.

The opening chapters of the Second
Edition discuss the historical develop-
ment of archaeological stratigraphy.
Central chapters examine laws and basic
concepts, and the remaining chapters
review methods of recording stratification,
constructing stratigraphic sequences,
and analyzing stratification and artifacts.
The final chapter outlines the modern
system for recording stratification on
archaeological sites.
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graphic terms, this edition is written in
a style suitable for students or amateur
archaeologists. Even professional archae-
ologists will gain food for thought from
this book's radical ideas.
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A thorough revision of its highly suc-
cesstul predecessor, the Third Edition
examines the Aztec and Maya areas in
one volume. It covers the period from the
European settling of the New World to the
Spanish Conquest of Mexico in 1521.
Continuing through the deciphering of
Maya hieroglyphs revealing dynastic his-
tory, the book concludes with the recent
discoveries and excavations at Rio Azul
and Naj Tunich in Guatemala; Caracol in
Belize; and in Mexico.
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The Record from
Narragansett Bay
David J. Bernstein

This book examines long-term trends
in prehistoric subsistence in the Narra-
gansett Bay region of Southern New
England. The results suggest that, unlike
other areas of Eastern North America,
specialized agricultural economies did
not develop in this region prior to
European contact. It also suggests that
subsistence intensification was achieved
through diversification and cultural modi-
fication of the landscape. This book
incorporates specific observations and
raw data in easy-to-use appendices. It
also reviews results and features in
usable summary tables and figures.

As such, the book is accessible to both
the general reader as well as scholars
and students interested in consulting
the original data for their own research
and analysis.
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