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Fundamental truths are always capable of simple enunciation,
and He who supremely understood the human understanding an
the human heart chose to cnshrine almost all His basic teachings
in the setting of parables. These parables and their messages con”
stitute today a very substantial part of the richest treasure, not ony
of Christian believers, but of the whole human race. They cxpress
ideals and convey lessons without which it is almost universally
conceded man and his society must vanish from the earth.

With incomparable beauty, simplicity and directness, all Ch
tian doctrines develop from the parables, and as a rule cach do¢”
trine is shown, so to speak, in action—becomes alive. From Chuist's
own lips we thus learn not only what to believe, but how we must
live our belief.

The first part of this book consists of a general introduction ©
the parables as a whole. The second part deals with each para?™
in detail, analysing the context and setting, the image or illustra~
tion, the application and teaching illustrated, and the lessons 42
follow.
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