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OBSERVATIONAL COSMOLOGY
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Ob ervational 0 mology - the tudy of the radiation and matter which
make up the univer e and how they evolve with time. has become an
increa ingly active field of astronomical inve tigation.
In thi volume up-to-date re ult on the important quantitie which can be
mea ured are de cribed and critically di cussed. They include the cosmic
microwave background and it degree of i otropy. the rate of expansion of
the univer e. the Hubble con tant. and the deceleration parameter qll> the
large- cale di tribution of galaxie , the evidence for dark matter. and the
distribution and properties of quasi- tellar objects. Radio. infrared, optical.
and X-ray ob ervations are all reported. There i . al 0 a full discu ion of
g~avitational len e . and a report of ob rations which do not fit into
conventional theories.
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