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;‘ﬂ)olal‘.s may quibble over the simplification of many quotations.
°0 simplification hewever does not distort the truth, it merely cuts
N *?y p%'oblems and difficulties which will never arise for most readers
of ‘JtOI}Slde1~. It is therefore a learned book for the unlearned, the sort
X 'hl_ng that is not written often enough these days. Mgr Ryan
tr &Mines the nature of the Church from the evidence of Scripture,
adition and the events of the last two thousand years, and the
Sé’}?k should be valuable to many sorts of people, the student, the
% olmaster, the neo-convert, the enquirer. The directness of
PProach is matched with a simple honesty in facing facts, pleasant
ng Unpleasant. Because he has the facts at his ﬁnger-tip_s a;nd shows
s desire to keep any of them up his sleeve Mgr Byall is in a very
a TOI}g position when he wants te point out that Borgias could produce
o Saint ag well as a bad Pope. It is refreshing to find a few shrewd
rlomments on the limitation of that overpraised book ‘The  Robe’,
‘nfl even shrewder remarks (p. 90) on the true nature of loyalty.
( 1S & pity that such a good book is marred here and there by lapses
‘G_lea,rly unintentional) into stock ‘ecclesiasticisms’ of speech, e.g.,
I8 successor must needs be bishop. . . .” These things are inclined
0 muddle the clarity of the thought. The book is good enough to
88erve to have them corvected, and perhaps the printers might be
fersuaded to follow a consistent policy in the use of Greek and Erse
t‘fp? 1t is good to sce niost of the Greek and Erse words printed in
IeIr native charvacters, but difficult to se¢ why Roman {ype should

€ useq for g few. GERrarD MEuaTi, O.P,

X X b/
v EXTRACTS
ATHER Gerarp SirwkLL, O.S.B.. is contributing a series of articles
Onr.Walter Hilton to the Downside Review. The second of thesc
g“ Inter 1949/50) deals with contemplation in the Scale, and shows
U particular the stress Hilton lays on the illumination by love;
Charity proceeding from ‘love unformed, that is God himself’ causes
Al thig illumination in knowing. Father Sitwell points to a peculiar
haracteristic of Hilton's description of contemplation—that it ‘s
W ged by ‘a lively feeling of grace and privity of heart’. A man
0 is high in the grace of God can experience the presence of
"ace within him, which is one aspect of the experiential knowledge
;)f_ Gogq brought by charity. For St Thomas this experi.en.ce brings
O?IY a conjectural knowledge of grace in the soul, but it is typical
3 great deal of English spirituality, particularly in rather exag-
l_el‘a‘ted forms among non-conformists, that the pious man should
ee_elve some sort of assurance of God’s love. Few other mystical
Writers lay any stress on a ‘feeling of grace’, but Fr Sitwell shows
18 it is not a sensible feeling but a transitory awareness of God’s

{



430 LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

gracious presence. Hilton, he shows, is fundamentally trudi‘oion‘11
m his treatment of contemplation.

ANOTHER UNUSUAL FEATURE of certain medieval mystics is tre““te’d
in a large volume of 600 pages—essays offered for the golden jublle(f
of Pére Viller, S.J. (3 numbers in one, for 1949, of Lu Rev™
d’Ascetique et de Mystique). In this impressive colleetion of studie’
for the history of spirituality Pére Cabassut deals with the concef’
tion of our Lord as Mother. Readers of the Lire or tan Sprrir Wb’
remember the articles on this conception in Mother Julian will v
interested to find her here set in a wider context. The devoti®’
towards Christ as Mother seems to have originated with St Bel-nal'(.
and to have been a favourite with many medicval recluses. I
appears also in certain popular devotions, notably in a mediev®
Iinglish prayer beginning ‘Welcome my gracious Creator’ and ¢0
taining among its 32 invocations: ‘Welcome my tender nutst
Welcome my loving mother! Our Lady has of course been granté’
the glorious position of personifving this aspect of God: goodne
towards his creatures, but it is worth while remembering that Go
still retains this attribute himself in our regard.

ProrFILE oF A PREACHER is the title chosen by ¥r Tindal Atkinso
to introduce Italian readers to the chavacter of Fr Vincent MeNabl
The article appears in Tita Christiana for November-December 1949
He begins with the picture of Hyvde Park as the scene of Tr Vi
cent’s most spectacular prowess. But he is shown also as the frien”
of man in every level of the social structure in Ingland ‘which ¥
one of the most complex’.

Many of his friends were anglicans and nonconformists, and
among them were three archbishops of Canterbury, Davidso?
Lang and Temple, us well as a great number of other membe”™
of the clergv, with whom he was always readv to discuss the”
hopes for restoring Christian unity in England, and to co-operat’
with them, within the limits of possibility, by way of projects a9
committees on social welfare. . . . Some who only saw him 1
Hvde Park and in his public conduct during discussions foun®
in him something of the dramatic which seemed to be rath®
divorced from his inner conscience. His gestures, above all &
ngcasional and disconcerting habit of going on his knees ait
kissing the feet of his antagonist, gave rise to this remark. Grante’
that it was done a little dramatically, we must however note tht:
its source was to be found in the character of the man himsell’
it was a spontaneous result of his apostolic zeal.

With the death of Fr Vincent in 1943 there passed one of the Jast

of that outstanding tvpe of hero and holy man that was possib%"

before the levelling process which the world, even the Catholt
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Wor%d, has adopted as an ideal, came to steam-rolier all eccentricity,
Aving labelled it unsocial and unchristian. But Ir Vincent had the
ecentt‘ici’cy of a Christian saint and we need a resurrection of that
IPe of prophet to save our present soclety. A
inR RNEST BARKER pays a happy tribute to v Bede tlur.rett, ().l’..,

_he Pylon (January) in which he recalls some of his Catholic
Pupils i Oxford.

shall always remember the glow of his face and the glow of his

SPIrit. He was one of the finest students of his time: a genuine

Ch()lar, with a passion for scholarship. If I taught him, T also

farned from him: indeed he was the inspiration of a little hoos

Which I once wrote. on the Dominican Order and Convocation.
"« But Tr Bede Jurrett was not only a Scholar, and an inspirer

of Scholarship in others: he was also a statesman, if T mayv use

at word, and a guide of poliey. 1t was he who brought back his
rder to a place of settlement and residence in Oxford exactly

Seven hundred vears from the time when the Dominicans harl

firsg settled there in 1221. That is his lasting memorial. But he

88 also a memorial in the affection of all who kuew him and
eMember the grace that shone in him. .

'S encouraging to find these continual references from various
\..uartel‘s to this great and holy English friar. Recently I'r Hubesc
&1} Zeller, 0.8.B., devoted a chapter of one of his many stimu-
.a g books to this master of the spiritual life from whom he learned
'andlnl}ch. It is now sixteen years since his death in Ma'rch‘ 19254,'
b Singe then it has sometimes been rumoured that his ‘cause
~Q'been introduced in Rome.

c, ARITY, The indomitable resourcefulness of the editors of IFétes
m Saisons has now led them to launch another series of Albums.
‘V}iltﬁ Albums Liturgiques are not .eoncludféd, but now hand in hand
“Vthem go Les Albums de la Vie Chrétienne, and the first of these
tﬁ;y haturally is devoted to Charity. (Cerf: Blackfriars; 1s.) Amid
= Well chosen pictures and photographs there runs a commentary
% ;thhis virtue—as frie_n(.iship,' as living with (iosi, as a friendship
buj] Fhe outcast, not giving Wltl} wo.l'ds only, mﬂkn.lg Christ pr‘ese-nt,
Q f‘%ng up the Church and prefiguring heaven.. Tt is full of practl.(:-al
'e:a1 both as a modern examination of conscience and as throwingz
A gpot‘light on certain deeds and words where charity is to be sought.
@ in the centre page a series of pictures shows how the chiel
Kr‘ue flows out from the seven sacraments into souls of all ki%)dS.
Li(t)ﬁT Er RESURRECTION DU CHRETIEN is the latest numbgr ]1; tl}l{(’
fl'ia1~rglcal ‘_Albgms series published by t_he Ed%tlons du C-er ( lac:
T Dublications, 15.0d.). The Christian attitude to .death is most
ara °, Wirrored in the rites of burial. As usual, the liturgical texts
translated and explained and their meaning underlined with
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excellent photographs, not only of the rites themselves but of the
theme of death and resurrection in Christian art. In addition th¢°
ure given practical suggestions—und how necessary these are no%"
days, in a secular society which has infected even Catholic famili®
with its superstitious attitude to death—which should kelp to m# e
a house of mourning into a house of hope. The lit candles and b
holy water, the communal prayers and procession, are more thé
relics of another age’s faith: they are signs which should animé
the Christian community when one of its members has been cal®
to eternity.
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Devaluation. In view of the change in curreney. the annual subseription o
Tarr or THE SPIRIY is now reduced to T'WO DOLILARS for the United Sm‘fiu
Aunuval subscriptions of three dollars received since Septemiber 3lst, 1949, ¥

be extended for a further period af siz months,



