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Surely if it has failed it is high time that it were abandoned. But it is
f’nl}’ the title of this book which is illogical; as we read, it becomes
Increasingly clear that, according to Professor Ferré, what we need is not
a return to Christianity at all but rather ‘a new theology . . . equipped
With keen analysis and powerful insights along new and deeper lines’.
(p. 29.) This ‘new theology’ is propounded with, as might be expected,
2 certain obscurity, in four chapters which treat in turn of truth, the
Individual, the church and society, Here is a short quotation which indeed
Speaks for itself with purple eloquence: “There are, nevertheless,
lMﬂieving souls whose basic intention is to live in and for this fellowship.

any of these have sacrificed the beautiful flower of their loyalty on the
showy altar of traditional Christianity or have had their vitality sapped
¥ the false chanting of its servile priests. Yet in the depth of their
Spirit they have helped to keep alive the reality of the fellowship of
IMtention, forgiveness, and some attainment.’ (p. 50.) One is tempted to
echo the last two words.

D.s.

STub1Es 1y DeuteronoMmy. By G. von Rad. (S.C.M. Press; 75.)

This is No. ¢ in the series of Studies in Biblical Theology, several of
Which have been noticed in this review. The present work consists of a
nll.mber of loosely connected essays on Deuteronomy and the writings
ianmhto it. The met}.lod is }hat .of form-cx:iticism; the studies are technic?l
Concc]al’flcter and of 1mme<.ilate interest chiefly to s.tudents. Yet where their
o usxo.n:e, are well-establlshe'd, these throw new light on th? text and 'add
are $ hfl-’lrltual.value for ordmary. read.ers. The a.ut.hor’s main_assumptions
Ofte: eady \.vxdely accepted, wh.xle his more original lme. of thoug}}t is

attractive. Deuteronomy is a book with a long history. This is
g::;rally agreed; it has a groundwork of ancient legislation, but was
earli:alhy built up in. hortatory fo-rm. G. von Rad wo.uld connect its
or wr evelopment with the gathering of the'northern trll?es for wors}.up
o Je:r at Sht‘:chem. After the fall of Samafla the material was carried
martiallxsalefn.; its later .form represents a reaction of .the pure religious and
oreign ZP“‘I.t of Levites and _]u'dc.aan. people against nature gods and
Sscres omination, Th'e same spirit inform 3 and. 4 K'mgs, _where the
are judwmer looks at .h{story from a single the?loglcal v1ew?01nt. Rulers
especis ngd, not by pohtlcal' success, b?t by obedience to God s comma?ds,
place, T}'hthat of a centralised worship and the destruction of the high-
of G.Od’ e fall, first of Is‘rael and then of Judah, has been th'e fulfilment
Feadable shWOrd of warning by the prophets. The translation, thov:lgh

» Nas some obscurities, and a few printer’s errors call for correction.

Joun HicgExs, 0.5.8.



