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Twenty ways to scratch your bum?Twenty ways to scratch your bum?

First, can I applaud theFirst, can I applaud the JournalJournal for publish-for publish-

ing Dr Bourne’s (2004) rude and rousinging Dr Bourne’s (2004) rude and rousing

letter, but also express a concern and hopeletter, but also express a concern and hope

that the Editor does actually read and takethat the Editor does actually read and take

note of the letters sent ‘to him’. I havenote of the letters sent ‘to him’. I have

recently had reason to re-read Bleuler,recently had reason to re-read Bleuler,

Jaspers and Jung on the origins, phenomen-Jaspers and Jung on the origins, phenomen-

ology and understanding of schizophrenia,ology and understanding of schizophrenia,

and been warmed and deeply impressedand been warmed and deeply impressed

by the intimacy, humanity and complexby the intimacy, humanity and complex

insightfulness they offer. Their writingsinsightfulness they offer. Their writings

are richly populated by the people they stu-are richly populated by the people they stu-

died, not a few of whom seem rather likedied, not a few of whom seem rather like

my patients too. Their work stands in strik-my patients too. Their work stands in strik-

ing contrast to the current literature, noting contrast to the current literature, not

least because there is not a single table ofleast because there is not a single table of

numbers in their collected works.numbers in their collected works.

We appear to have lost something ofWe appear to have lost something of

great value, and I am less sure of the valuegreat value, and I am less sure of the value

of the dispassionate, anonymous, scientificof the dispassionate, anonymous, scientific

material that has replaced it. Time tomaterial that has replaced it. Time to

redress the balance?redress the balance?
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One hundred years agoOne hundred years ago

Clinical note on a case of obstinateClinical note on a case of obstinate
constipation due to collection ofconstipation due to collection of
plum-stones in the rectum. Byplum-stones in the rectum. By
J.OgilvieVeitch, MB,CMEdin,J.OgilvieVeitch, MB,CMEdin,
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AA FEMALEFEMALE patient, M. W—, in this asylum,patient, M. W—, in this asylum,

suffering from dementia, and who had pre-suffering from dementia, and who had pre-

viously been cleanly in her habits, was no-viously been cleanly in her habits, was no-

ticed by the nurse to soil her clothes daily,ticed by the nurse to soil her clothes daily,

and that, although this occurred, she neverand that, although this occurred, she never

had a proper movement of the bowels. Shehad a proper movement of the bowels. She

was sleepless and restless at night, butwas sleepless and restless at night, but

complained of no pain, and took her foodcomplained of no pain, and took her food

in a satisfactory manner. This state ofin a satisfactory manner. This state of

affairs had been progressing for about tenaffairs had been progressing for about ten

days, when it was brought under the noticedays, when it was brought under the notice

of her medical attendant. Various purga-of her medical attendant. Various purga-

tives were administered by the mouth, andtives were administered by the mouth, and

these proving ineffectual, and on purgativethese proving ineffectual, and on purgative

enemata being tried and also proving abor-enemata being tried and also proving abor-

tive, a rectal examination was made, whentive, a rectal examination was made, when

it was discovered that the lower bowel wasit was discovered that the lower bowel was

filled with plum-stones, which were cakedfilled with plum-stones, which were caked

with the faeces into a hard mass. Thesewith the faeces into a hard mass. These

were digitally removed, and numberedwere digitally removed, and numbered

about fifty. After this treatment theabout fifty. After this treatment the

patient’s bowels acted normally. The spe-patient’s bowels acted normally. The spe-

cial feature of this case seems to becial feature of this case seems to be

the facility with which these stones,the facility with which these stones,

considering their size and sharp edges,considering their size and sharp edges,

passed through the whole length of thepassed through the whole length of the

intestine, without giving rise to any seriousintestine, without giving rise to any serious

symptoms.symptoms.
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