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Cover Griffon vulture covered in blood from feeding, Spain. 
A new type of conflict with wildlife is emerging in south-west 
Europe: the presumed killing of livestock by griffon vultures. 
Lack of scientific data and magnification of the problem by 
the media are increasing alarm amongst the public but political 
pressures to implement management decisions have not been 
based on scientific evidence. Compilation of complaints about 
attacks by griffon vultures on livestock shows that 69% of the 
complaints were rejected because of a lack of evidence about 
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Mitigation of this emerging human–wildlife conflict needs 
to include the participation of livestock farmers, relevant 
authorities, scientists and conservation groups. For further 
details, see pp. 172–176. (Photograph © Wild Wonders 
of Europe / Widstrand / NaturePL.com). 
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