
NORMATIVE REASONS

Reasons matter greatly to us in both ordinary and theoretical con-
texts, being connected to two fundamental normative concerns:
figuring out what we should do and what attitudes to have, and
understanding the duties and responsibilities that apply to us. This
book introduces and critiques most of the contemporary theories of
normative reasons – considerations that speak in favour of an action,
belief, or emotion – to explore how they work. Artūrs Logins
develops and defends a new theory: the Erotetic view of reasons,
according to which normative reasons are appropriate answers to
normative ‘Why?’ questions (Why should I do this?). This theory
draws on evidence of how ‘Why?’ questions work in informal logic,
language, and philosophy of science. The resulting view is able to
avoid the problems of previous accounts, while retaining all their
attractive features, and it also suggests exciting directions for future
research. This title is also available as Open Access on
Cambridge Core.

̄  is Swiss National Science Foundation Ambizione
Fellow at the University of Zurich, Switzerland. He works in episte-
mology and foundational normative questions, and he has published
papers in Philosophical Studies, Ethics, Analysis, Erkenntnis, European
Journal of Philosophy, Thought, and Inquiry.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



   

General Editors

Nomy Arpaly
Brown University

Sanford Goldberg
Northwestern University

Cambridge Studies in Philosophy is the cornerstone of Cambridge University
Press’s list in mainstream, high-level analytic philosophy. It serves as a forum for a
broad range of monographs on the cutting edge of epistemology, the philosophy
of language and mind, ethics, and metaphysics.

Recent Titles

     Sharing Knowledge

  Knowledge, Thought, and the Case for Dualism

  The Primitivist Theory of Truth

 .  Familiar Objects and Their Shadows

  Anti-Individualism

 .  Living with Uncertainty

   The Metaphysics of Everyday Life

  Morality in a Natural World

  Goodness and Justice

  Moral Disagreement

 .  The Principle of Sufficient Reason

  Brute Rationality

  Common Sense

  Ethics and the A Priori

  Mind and Supermind

. .  Truth and Truthmakers

 .  Understanding Phenomenal Consciousness

  A Physicalist Manifesto

  The Value of Knowledge and the Pursuit of Understanding

  Mind, Reason and Imagination

  Facts, Values, and Norms

Published online by Cambridge University Press



NORMATIVE REASONS
Between Reasoning and Explanation

ARTŪRS LOGINS
University of Zurich

Published online by Cambridge University Press



University Printing House, Cambridge  , United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York,  , USA

 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,  , Australia

–, rd Floor, Plot , Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – , India

 Penang Road, #–/, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/

: ./

© Artūrs Logins 

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions
and to the provisions of relevant licensing agreements;
with the exception of the Creative Commons version,

the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work
may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/./ under a Creative
Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC-ND ., which permits re-use, distribution, and repro-
duction in any medium for non-commercial purposes, provided appropriate credit to the original work
is given. You may not distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this license,
visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/.. The open access publication of this book has

been published with the support of the Swiss National Science Foundation.
All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third parties.

Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these third parties directly.
When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI ./.

First published 

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
: Logins, Arturs, author.

: Normative reasons : between reasoning and explanation / Arturs Logins, University of Zurich.
: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY, USA :

Cambridge University Press, [] | Series: CSP Cambridge studies in
philosophy | Includes bibliographical references and index.

:   (print) |   (ebook) |
  (hardback) |   (paperback) |

  (epub)
: : Reasoning. | Question (Logic) | Normativity (Ethics) |

BISAC: PHILOSOPHY / General
:   .  (print) |   (ebook) |

 –/eng/
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/

 ---- Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication

and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org/9781316513774
http://www.cambridge.org/9781316513774
http://www.cambridge.org/9781316513774
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009076012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009076012
http://dx.doi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781009076012
http://dx.doi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781009076012
http://dx.doi.org/doi.org/10.1017/9781009076012
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009076012
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009076012
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022011790
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022011790
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022011790
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022011791
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022011791
https://lccn.loc.gov/2022011791

