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This special issue is dedicated to the renowned criminologist, Professor David
Weisburd, to mark his transition to Emeritus status at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem in 2022. An overview of Weisburd’s achievements and contributions to
the field of criminology could constitute a long and detailed paper, including his
work on crime and place, policing and experimental criminology, and the numerous
awards and prizes he has received over the years, such as the Stockholm Prize in
Criminology and the Israel Prize. As described by the Academic Committee of the
Rothschild Prize in Social Sciences (2002, iii), which Weisburd has also recently
received:

Professor David Weisburd is renowned internationally for his contribution to
solving challenging problems of crime and justice and for his excellence in
research and scholarship. In a recent list of today’s most influential
criminologists, he was ranked second in the entire world. His discovery that
50% of crime is concentrated in about 5% of street segments or “hot spots” in
major cities, shifted the long-standing focus from individual criminality and
brought the criminology of place to the fore. Both in academic criminology, in
social policies regarding crime prevention and in effective police deployment,
the criminology of place has transformed the understanding of crime and
responses to it.

At the same time, in this Introduction we wish to focus on a less familiar area to
which Weisburd has made an exceptional contribution, which is also the topic of
this special issue – Israeli criminology. We view his contribution to Israeli
criminology as consisting of two main components which, as detailed below, are
closely intertwined. The first of these is the “research component”, that is, the
cutting-edge scientific research Weisburd has carried out in Israel, which has not
only contributed to our understanding of the Israeli criminal justice system, but has
responded (through the Israeli context) to more general questions and challenges
occupying criminologists worldwide. Because these studies were carefully thought
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through and carried out with the highest rigour, and because they bear important,
general implications for researchers, policymakers and practitioners, they were
published in the top journals of the field, as well as in books and book chapters, as
can be seen in Weisburd’s impressive Hebrew University profile.1 The second
component of Weisburd’s contribution to Israeli criminology is the more
“qualitative” component, which focuses on Weisburd’s unprecedented contribution
to the field of criminology in Israel as a whole, including to the Institute of
Criminology at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, to the Israeli Society of
Criminology, to other criminology departments across the country, and more
generally to raising Israeli criminology as an academic discipline to the highest
international standards. Below we describe some of these contributions and the
unprecedented impact that Weisburd has had on the field.

Following an academic appointment at the School of Criminal Justice at Rutgers
University, in 1993 Weisburd made “Aliya”2 to Israel and began his position as an
Associate Professor at the Institute of Criminology, Faculty of Law, the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. During the first few years Weisburd focused on adjusting to
Israeli academia, and specifically to Israeli mentality. He was particularly stunned
and impressed by the warmth, caring and emotional nature of the personal
interactions he saw here, which gave him a unique sense of family in academia. For
him, this meant that to be an Israeli criminologist was to have a different type of
collegial relationship from that he had known abroad. The adjustment was not easy,
and during the first few years Weisburd focused on learning the social environment
and cues, such as the “unofficial” dress code and nature of conversation, even with
high-ranking government officials, which were very different from the norm in the
USA. However, the academic side of things was never a problem. On the contrary –
Weisburd was perceived by his colleagues as bringing state-of-the-art, cutting-edge
research methods and approaches to Israel. The seriousness with which he treated
research – using the right methods, accurate data, etc., has had tremendous impact
on the new colleagues Weisburd began to work with. During this period, he carried
out, for example, an assessment of a “community policing reform” in Israel
(Weisburd et al. 1997; Weisburd, Shalev, and Amir 2002).

Throughout this period, Weisburd was also fully invested in keeping up with
developments in criminology and criminal justice research and practice in the USA,
and in the late 1990s took on, in addition to his appointment at the Hebrew
University, a position as a Senior Research Scientist at the Police Foundation in
Washington, DC. The resources and opportunities that were now available to
Weisburd meant that he could do great research, including large-scale randomized
controlled trials (e.g. Braga et al. 1999; Weisburd and Green 1995), and that he was
gradually becoming the well-known, renowned criminologist he is today. Weisburd
later transferred to the University of Maryland (for his US appointment) and
subsequently to George Mason University, both leading institutions in criminology
and criminal justice in the USA, which further strengthened his academic
achievements and status. But importantly, Weisburd found it imperative to merge

1See the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “DavidWeisburd.” Retrieved 1 March 2024 (https://cris.huji.ac.
il/en/persons/david-weisburd).

2“Going up” in Hebrew, a term used to describe Jewish immigration to Israel.
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his two worlds together. He was interested not only in continuing his successes in
the USA, where the major resources and opportunities were, but sought to take
advantage of that success to raise Israeli criminology to the international level. This
was expressed, for example, by working on joint projects on topics such as the
implications of policing terrorism in Israel, which was funded by the National
Institute of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security (Jonathan-Zamir and
Weisburd 2013; Jonathan-Zamir, Weisburd, and Hasisi 2014, 2015; Weisburd et al.
2009). Such projects included the supervision and funding of Israeli doctoral
students, who were trained at the highest international level and through the project
became familiar and made connections with American researchers, practitioners
and policy makers. His international success also made him valuable to the Hebrew
University, which, in turn, supported him with funds and fellowships, which were
used to further strengthen Israeli students and research.

Beyond his direct contribution to the Institute of Criminology at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem (of which he was the Director for 10 years), Weisburd
sought to make an impact on Israeli criminology more generally. At the time, there
was almost no collective activity of Israeli criminologists. Criminology departments
worked in isolated environments, competing over scarce resources. Weisburd,
however, believed that “a rising tide lifts all boats” – the success of each and every
Israeli criminologist contributes to everyone associated with what was then a very
loose community of Israeli criminologists. Weisburd believed that his growing
influence in the USA could be harnessed to change this community, and worked
hard with the Israeli Society of Criminology, first as the Chair and later as the
Honorary President, to strengthen our sense of community. This was expressed, for
example, in the first Biennial Meeting of the Israeli Society of Criminology, which
took place in May 2013. The conference, which was a great success, led to a tradition
that has persisted ever since. He also initiated and carried out large-scale research
projects with Israeli criminal justice agencies in collaboration with criminologists
from throughout the country, which were incredibly important in promoting
evidence-based policy in Israel. The two largest, most significant research projects at
the time included a study examining the impacts of all Israel Prison Service
rehabilitation programmes conducted with Badi Hasisi and Efrat Shoham (e.g.
Elisha et al. 2017; Hasisi et al. 2016, 2017; Haviv et al. 2019; Shoham et al. 2018;
Weisburd and Hasisi 2018; Weisburd et al. 2017) and a study with Badi Hasisi
assessing the outcomes of a strategic reform in the Israel Police– the “EMUN”
reform initiated by the former commissioner Roni Alsheikh (e.g. Weisburd et al.
2020). As noted, such studies were designed and carried out in a way that made
them relevant not only to the Israeli context, but for making more general
contributions to the science of criminology. Together with Israeli colleague Badi
Hasisi and European colleagues, Weisburd also led a Horizon 2020 grant on the
processes leading to organized crime and terrorist networks, which has again
contributed to the funding and training of Israeli criminology students (e.g. Hasisi
et al. 2019; Weisburd et al. 2022; Wolfowicz et al. 2019, 2021).

Over the last decade, Weisburd sought to take a step back and let his former
students and protégées, many of whom play leading roles in academia and practice
today, take the lead, while he remains in the role of “senior advisor”. His “mantra”,
however, continues to guide us all: First, there can be no compromise on serious,
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thoughtful, research. Studies must always be of the highest quality in terms of the
research design, data collection and analysis, and contribution to the general
literature. Israeli criminology cannot be only about the local context, and must be of
the highest quality. Second, “Let’s get it done!” Sometimes we will fail, and that is
okay. But if we let the bureaucratic, financial, technical and other expected obstacles
stop us from trying – we will never really do anything exciting and groundbreaking.
And last – Israeli criminology as a community is not a zero-sum game – when one
wins the others lose, but a win-win situation – the success of any one of us reflects on
the community of Israeli criminologists as a whole and contributes to everyone’s
success.

On a final note, it is important to emphasize that Weisburd attributes much of his
success in contributing to Israeli criminology to the many students, colleagues,
protégées and friends who have worked with him over the years and went along with
his vision, while also recognizing his limitations, for example in working with the
bureaucracy and understanding the nuances of Israel. In this special issue we
provide the stage for the work of some of these colleagues. The papers touch on
diverse issues, such as public attitudes and the criminal justice system, crime and
place, courts and rehabilitation, and crime in the context of a political conflict. We
view this special issue as a way of expressing our deepest gratitude to Professor
David Weisburd for making Israeli criminology the collegial, vibrant, diverse and
exceptional community it is today.
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