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This article evaluates the geographical consciousness of north and west found in the
Five Books of the Histories by the eleventh-century Burgundian monk Rodulfus
Glaber. In contrast with dominant approaches tomedieval geography that have informed
prior commentators, who have focused on ideas of Europe or the opposition of east and
west, it argues that we must situate Glaber’s spatial consciousness first and foremost in
the lineage ofCarolingian and post-Carolingian conceptions of the north.Focusing espe-
cially on the climactic episode of the first book, a vision of the crucifixion that prophesies
the rise of Christianity in the northern and western regions of the world, it seeks to con-
textualize this around the wider geographywithin Glaber’s text. First, the unusual place
of the Riphaean mountains and Raetia Secunda in Glaber’s descriptions of Gaul and
Germania are compared with early medieval textual geographies and eleventh- to
twelfth-century cartography to show the shifting and ambiguous place of the north as
an expansive and immediate frontier of theChristianworld.Then,with this background
in place, Glaber’s conception of the west is considered through its use alongside a range of
signs and portents, most notably the whale sighting at the beginning of the second book.
These considerations reveal amessier andmore local,Frankish conception ofwest that is
interconnected with the north as a site of violence and disorder. This not only highlights
important tensions in Glaber’s text itself, but also a geographical vision that remained
influential well into the twelfth century.

But here is a matter worthy of meditation. We have told how it very often hap-
pened that the infidels were converted to the faith of Christ in both the northern
and western parts of the world, but we do not chance to have heard of the same
thing happening in the east and south. This was faithfully foretold in the position
of the Lord’s cross from which He hung in the place called Calvary.1

This article was produced as part of a project on “The Idea of the West in the Long Twelfth
Century,” funding for which was provided by the Leverhulme Trust. I would also like to
thank the two anonymous reviewers for their helpful and insightful comments. At time of
publication, the vast majority of manuscripts referenced in this paper are accessible digitally
through their respective institutions, indicated by [D] following the citation. Wherever pos-
sible, manuscripts with high quality digital reproductions have been selected and the reader is
highly encouraged to consult the relevant online repositories.

1 Rodulfus Glaber, Historiarum libri quinque 1.5.24, ed. and trans. John France (Oxford,
1989), 40–43 (hereafter Historiae): “Sed et illud nimirum etiam perpendendum, quoniam,
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This is the vision of the world we find in the writings of the eleventh-century
Burgundian monk Rodulfus Glaber (c. 980–1046). The prophecy of Christ’s orien-
tation on Calvary is the capstone to Glaber’s account of the post-Carolingian
world in the tenth century and it sets the stage for the millennium of the
Lord’s incarnation. It is not just a striking image, but also represents a stark
reinterpretation of the world’s geography. For the first time, the west and north
are presented as the more divinely favored regions of the world.2 But what
exactly the west and north mean to Glaber, and how they fit into a broader geo-
graphical consciousness, is a more complicated question than it may first appear.
Focusing especially on the presentation of the west, most previous scholarship has
contextualized these comments around medieval ideas of Europe or as an antici-
pation of the east-west antipathy that would emerge with the crusading move-
ment. While there is no doubt some truth to both narratives, neither really gets
to the heart of Glaber’s own geographical consciousness and, as a result, they
miss a crucial aspect of the post-Carolingian heritage in eleventh- and indeed
twelfth-century conceptions of the world: the role of the north. By unpacking
the categories of his conceptual geography, we will not only be able to see the
structural significance of the north to Glaber’s view of the world, but also how
his conception of the west stands not so much as a synonym for Europe or
point of contrast against the east, but as a site of Frankish Christianity set
against this post-Carolingian north.

Glaber’s Histories, which have normally been discussed in the context of the
terrors of the year 1000, have typically either been dismissed as a confused and
untrustworthy account of contemporary events or hailed as a unique window

cum ista quae retulimus, uidelicet de conuersionibus perfidarum ad fidem Christi gentium
altrinsecus in aquilonaribus atque occidentalibus orbis partibus persepe fieri contigerit,
nusquam talia in orientalibus atque meridianis eiusdem orbis plagis contigit audiri, cuius
denique ueracissimus presagii index fuit constitutio ilia crucis dominice dum in ea Saluator
penderet in loco Caluariae”. Glaber’s Latin is notorious for its difficult and frequent obscur-
ity. I largely follow France’s translation with some minor modifications, but a handful of pas-
sages have been retranslated, usually with reference to the French translation: Mathieu
Arnoux, Raoul Glaber: Histoires (Turnhout, 1996). For a stylistic analysis of Glaber’s
prose, see Pascale Bourgain, “La compositio et l’équilibre de la phrase narrative au onzième
siècle,” in Latin Culture in the Eleventh Century, ed. Michael W. Herren, C. K. McDonough,
and Ross G. Arthur (Turnhout, 2002), 83–108, at 94–97.

2 Richard Landes, “Rodulfus Glaber and the Dawn of the New Millennium: Eschatology,
Historiography, and the Year 1000,” Revue Mabillon 68 (1996): 57–77, at 60: “one of the earli-
est depictions of Europe as the most favored area on the globe.” See also Elizabeth Lapina,
Warfare and the Miraculous on the First Crusade (University Park, PA, 2015), 132; Klaus
Oschema, Bilder von Europa im Mittelalter (Ostfindern, 2013), 187–88; and Christoph
Mauntel, “Competing with the East: Geographic Ideas and Cultural Self-Assessments of
the West in Medieval Latin-Christian Thinking,” in Westernness: Critical Reflections on the
Spatio-Temporal Construction of the West, ed. Christopher GoGwilt, Holt Meyer, and Sergey
Sistiaga (Berlin, 2022), 11–41, at 23.

TRADITIO142

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


into the worldview at the turn of the millennium.3 Bolstered by Cluniac connec-
tions, he has often been treated as an ideal representative of his time.4 This
impression is beautifully captured by Carl Erdmann’s characterization of
Glaber (in contrast with Amatus of Monte Cassino) as a historian “who more
accurately mirrors the attitudes of his age, even though he is no more
reliable in details.”5 Whether ultimately typical or not, Glaber undoubtedly
provides a unique vision of the novelty of his own age and he has long been recog-
nized as a crucial witness to a shifting geographical vision in the early eleventh
century.6 Despite all this, Glaber’s work has not received a monograph-length
treatment for decades and there is still no focused study of his spatial
consciousness.7

As a result, Glaber’s geographical comments have typically been addressed
within research on ideas of Europe, which remains the dominant paradigm for
work on geography and identity in the Middle Ages. Still foundational here is
the narrative established by Jürgen Fischer and Denys Hay in two monographs
from 1957.8 Yet this narrative leaves the eleventh century in a somewhat
liminal space, as after a temporary efflorescence under Charlemagne
both Fischer and Hay find an eclipse of European terminology at precisely
this moment, before it ultimately reemerges at the end of the Middle

3 On the historiography, see Landes, “Rodulfus Glaber and the Dawn of the New Millen-
nium,” 57–58; and Jacques Dalarun, “Relire Raoul Glaber,” inMoines et démons: Autobiogra-
phie et individualité au Moyen Âge (VIIe–XIIIe siècle), ed. Dominique Barthélemy and Rolf
Grosse (Geneva, 2014), 55–83, at 55–56.

4 On the Cluniac connections, see John France, “Rodulfus Glaber and the Cluniacs,”
Journal of Ecclesiastical History 39 (1988): 497–508.

5 Carl Erdmann,The Origin of the Idea of Crusade, trans. Marshall W. Baldwin andWalter
Goffart (Princeton, 1977), 110. See also Georges Duby, The Three Orders: Feudal Society Ima-
gined, trans. Arthur Goldhammer (Chicago, 1980), 192; and Karl Leyser, “Concepts of
Europe in the Early and High Middle Ages,” Past & Present 137 (1992): 25–47, at 47.
Compare John France, “Rodulfus Glaber and French Politics in the Early Eleventh
Century,” Francia 16 (1989): 101–12, at 101–102.

6 Landes, “Rodulfus Glaber and the Dawn of the New Millennium,” 60; Karl Leyser, The
Ascent of Latin Europe (Oxford, 1986), 11–14; and Amos Funkenstein, Heilsplan und natür-
lich Entwicklung: Gegenwartsbestimmung im Geschichtsdenken des Mittelalters (Munich, 1965),
77–78. On geography, see Jürgen Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa: Begriff und Gedanke
“Europa” in der späten Antike und im frühen Mittelalter (Wiesbaden, 1957), 112–13.

7 One partial exception is Emanuele Piazza, “Il contesto alpino nello ‘spazio’ storiogra-
phico e nell’immaginario di Rodolfo il Glabro,” Annali della Facoltà di Scienze della Forma-
zione 15 (2016): 123–34. The two most recent monographs are Roberto Romagnoli, Le
“storie” di Rodolfo il Glabro: Structure culturali e modelli di santità cluniacensi (Bologna,
1988); and Margarete Vogelsang, Rodulfus Glaber: Studien zum Problem der cluniazensischen
Geschichtsschreibung (Munich, 1952).

8 Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa; and Denys Hay, Europe: The Emergence of an
Idea, 2nd ed. (Edinburgh, 1968), esp. 51–52 and 58–61. For an extensive historiography on
medieval notions of “Europe,” see Oschema, Bilder von Europa, 35–79, esp. 75–79.
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Ages.9 While recent research has pushed back on this point, questioning the sup-
posed lapse into “mere geographicality” during the central Middle Ages, the over-
arching narrative remains largely unchanged.10 Within this field, the west has
usually been sidelined as a mere synonym for Europe.11 Indeed, Fischer’s work
remains one of the only significant studies of the idea of the west (occidens) as a
geographical concept in the Middle Ages.12 In contrast with most other scholar-
ship on the subject, Fischer attempts to distinguish Europa as the vocabulary
of Carolingian identity from occidens, seeking to explain why the former won
out over the latter. Across a wide-ranging set of sources, from patristic and Caro-
lingian biblical exegesis and liturgy, through late antique cosmology and the Old
Saxon Genesis, to the image of the archangel Michael in the construction of grand
Westwerke in Carolingian churches, Fischer builds a rich and persuasive case that
in the ninth century the negative allegorical association of occidens rendered it
unsuitable as a collective term for the Franks in opposition to Byzantium.
Europa, by contrast, provided a blank canvas, free of such allegorical baggage.13

Fischer’s argument has been widely influential on subsequent scholarship and
remains an important touchstone for work on the notion of occidens in the Middle
Ages.14 But it is worth casting a critical eye on the way in which Fischer con-
structs occidens as an allegorical category. Central to his approach is the notion

9 Oschema, Bilder von Europa (n. 2 above), 161–68; Fischer, Oriens — Occidens —
Europa, 112–15; and Hay, Europe, 51–52.

10 For the persistence of Hay’s narrative, see, for example, Shane Weller, The Idea of
Europe: A Critical History (Cambridge, 2021), 25. On new approaches, see Oschema, Bilder
von Europa (n. 2 above); and Europa im Weltbild des Mittelalters: Kartographische Konzepte,
ed. Ingrid Baumgärtner and Hartmut Kugler (Berlin, 2008).

11 For example, Leyser, “Concepts of Europe,” 47; Hay, Europe, 50–51; and Oschema,
Bilder von Europa (n. 2 above), 186–91.

12 It is important to distinguish the “west” (lowercase) as a spatial designation from “the
West” (uppercase) as an ideological framework that developed especially from the late nine-
teenth century. See generally Alastair Bonnett, The Idea of the West: Culture, Politics and
History (Basingstoke, 2004); Georgios Varouxakis “The Godfather of ‘Occidentality’:
Auguste Comte and the Idea of ‘the West’,” Modern Intellectual History 16 (2019): 411–41;
and Jasper M. Trautsch, “Was ist ‘der Westen’? Zur Semantik eines politischen Grundbegriffs
der Moderne,” Forum interdisziplinäre Begriffsgeschichte 6 (2017): 58–66. On the more compli-
cated place of Germany in this framework, see Germany and “the West”: The History of a
Modern Concept, ed. Riccardo Bavaj and Martina Steber (New York: Berghahn, 2015); and
Jasper M. Trautsch, “Vom ‘Abendland’ in ‘den Westen’? Die Liberalisierung der Bundesrepu-
blik in der Nachkriegszeit in begriffsgeschichtlicher Sicht,” Historische Zeitschrift 311 (2020):
633–66, esp. 638–45.

13 Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa (n. 6 above), 52–78, esp. 73: “Die Allegorese hebt
die Heilsgeographie auf. Oriens und Occidens sind nicht mehr Osten undWesten, sondern— in
theologischen Zusammenhängen — der Gegensatz von Christus, Glauben, Erleuchtung,
Kirche und Sünde, Unglaube, Heidentum.”

14 Oschema, Bilder von Europa (n. 2 above), 187, nn. 89–90; Barbara Maurmann, Die
Himmelsrichtungen im Weltbild des Mittelalters: Hildegard von Bingen, Honorius

TRADITIO144

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


that east and west form the dominant spatial axis of religious meaning.15 His
account is grounded in the opposition of an active east, in the rising sun, and a
passive west, in its setting; the east is Christ and his salvific work, the west its
object.16 While certainly an apt characterization of the allegorical relationship
of east and west in isolation, Fischer goes so far as to suggest that, for Rabanus
Maurus (d. 856), the north in some sense lacks exegetical content outside its con-
nection with the west.17 But this is evidently a step too far. In the most systematic
study of exegetical and liturgical ideas of the cardinal points to date, Barbara
Maurmann concludes that, within the broad scope of Christian exegesis, the
west actually has the most ambiguous allegorical significance of all the cardinal
points; the north, by contrast, stands as the paradigmatic site of evil in the bib-
lical and patristic tradition, as recent research has continued to underscore.18 The
exegetical import of the north is established especially through its association
with Babylon in the major and minor prophets, being exemplified in the words
of Jeremiah: “From the north an evil will spread over the inhabitants of the
land.”19 As a result, Fischer’s prioritization of an east-west axis presents at best
a partial image of the cardinal points and their exegetical import.

Regardless of any exegetical concerns about a positively conceived east and a
negative west that may have existed in the ninth century, it is clear that by the
turn of the twelfth century these concepts faced stark new political realities.

Augustodunensis und andere Autoren (Munich, 1976), 156, n. 104; and Lapina,Warfare and the
Miraculous (n. 2 above), 129.

15 Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa (n. 6 above), 60: “Mehr als Norden und Süden
sind Osten (Aufgang) und Westen (Untergang) voll religiöser Bedeutungen.”

16 Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa (n. 6 above), 61: “Der Occidens ist im Erlösungs-
werke passiv; der Oriens erlöst ihn. So hat der Occidens religiös durchaus die mindere
Bedeutung.”

17 Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa (n. 6 above), 72: “Hraban zählt, wie üblich, den
Norden zum Occidens. Die Exegese ist dieselbe: ‘Aquilo significat populum gentium’ (nach
Isai. 43, 6), — der Norden hat keinen Eigenwert neben dem Occidens.” Compare Rabanus
Maurus, De universo 9.1, PL 111, cols. 260C–261D.

18 Maurmann,Himmelsrichtungen, 156, n. 104, and 201: “Die Bedeutung des Nordens als
Teufelsstätte und Strafort der Verdammten gehört zu den seit Origenes über Jahrhunderte
nahezu unangetastet forterhaltenen Traditionskonstanten [. . .] Der Westen, weniger
häufig belegt und weniger einlinig gedeutet, ist signifikant für das Lebensende oder den Wel-
tuntergang.” On the north, see more recently David Fraesdorff, Der barbarische Norden: Vor-
stellungen und Fremdheitskategorien bei Rimbert, Thietmar von Merseburg, Adam von Bremen
und Helmold von Bosau (Berlin, 2005), 114–29; and Stephen Hope, “The North in the
Latin History Writing of Twelfth-Century Norway,” in Visions of North in Premodern
Europe, ed. Dolly Jørgensen and Virginia Langum (Turnhout, 2018), 101–21, esp. 103–106.
See also Alfred L. Kellogg, “Satan, Langland and the North,” Speculum 24 (1949): 413–14.

19 Jer. 1:14: “Ab aquilone pandetur malum super omnes habitatores terrae.” Compare
Isa. 14:13. On the north in the prophets, see Brevard S. Childs, “The Enemy from the
North and the Chaos Tradition,” Journal of Biblical Literature 78 (1959): 187–98.
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Fischer already highlights the eleventh century as a moment of return to the east-
west vocabulary, which he contextualizes around the so-called Schism of 1054.20

Setting aside the dominant skepticism that 1054 represents a key moment of
schism in contemporary scholarship, which has increasingly sought to situate it
within a broader narrative of mutual ambivalence across the eleventh century,
there can be little doubt that by the time of the First Crusade the groundwork
was in place for a new valuation of east and west by Latin authors, as Elizabeth
Lapina has recently shown with great clarity.21 Far from the mere claims of equal-
ity between west and east that we find with Avitus of Vienne or Aeneas of Paris in
the early Middle Ages, the chroniclers of the First Crusade invert the entire para-
digm. By the turn of the twelfth century, the west could serve unambiguously as a
locus of Christianity and an active force in salvation history, now illuminating an
east that had fallen from Christian orthodoxy.22

This vision is expressed most forcefully in the work of the Northern French
Benedictine redactors of the Gesta Francorum: Baudri of Bourgueil, Guibert of
Nogent, and Robert the Monk. Likely written in wake of the great Norman cru-
sading hero Bohemond of Taranto’s 1106 recruiting tour through northern
France, the latter two especially present a striking vision of the west as the
most Christian region of the world, contrasted with an east that is all but lost
to the faith.23 For both Guibert and Robert, Isaiah’s statement: “from the west
I will gather you” (Isa. 43:5) serves to prophesy the role of the westerners

20 Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa (n. 6 above), 113. Compare Mauntel, “Compet-
ing with the East” (n. 2 above), 23, who likewise highlights Glaber in this context, but
without any specific reference to 1054.

21 Lapina, Warfare and the Miraculous (n. 2 above), 122–42. For recent treatments of
1054, see Jonathan Harris, “The ‘Schism’ of 1054 and the First Crusade,” Crusades 13
(2014): 1–20; Brett Whalen, “Rethinking the Schism of 1054: Authority, Heresy, and the
Latin Rite,” Traditio 62 (2007): 1–24; and John France, “Byzantium in Western Chronicles
before the First Crusade,” in Knighthoods of Christ: Essays on the History of the Crusades
and the Knights Templar Presented to Malcolm Barber, ed. Norman Housley (Aldershot,
2007), 3–16. On Latin attitudes to the Greeks in the eleventh century, see Savvas Neocleous,
Heretics, Schismatics, or Catholics? Latin Attitudes to the Greeks in the Long Twelfth Century
(Toronto, 2019), 6–50; and Hans-Werner Goetz, Die Wahrnehmung anderer Religionen und
christlich-abendländisches Selbstverständnis im frühen und hohen Mittelalter (5.–12. Jahrhun-
dert), 2 vols. (Berlin, 2013), 2:677–772.

22 Lapina, Warfare and the Miraculous (n. 2 above), 131–41; Fischer, Oriens — Occidens
— Europa (n. 6 above), 73–74; and Mauntel, “Competing with the East” (n. 2 above), 22–33.

23 See Nicholas L. Paul, “AWarlord’s Wisdom: Literacy and Propaganda at the Time of
the First Crusade,” Speculum 85 (2010): 534–66; Jay Rubenstein, “The Deeds of Bohemond:
Reform, Propaganda, and the History of the First Crusade,” Viator 47 (2016): 113–35; and
Jay Rubenstein, Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream: The Crusades, Apocalyptic Prophecy, and the End
of History (Oxford, 2018), 7–20. On Bohemond and anti-Greek or anti-Alexios sentiment,
see most recently Neocleous, Heretics, Scismatics, or Catholics?, 36–46.
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(occidentales) in recovering Jerusalem and restoring Christianity to the east.24 This
re-evaluation of the west likewise serves to emphasize the Roman and Christian
identity of the venture and the diversity of the crusaders divinely united by
it.25 But the vocabulary of occidens is not restricted to the crusading chronicles
themselves. Used especially to emphasize the scope of response to the First
Crusade, the language of occidens appears in a range of contemporary historical
and chronicle sources. It finds particular prominence in three major areas: the
diocese of Liège, the chronicle and continuers of Frutolf of Michelsberg, and
among Anglo-Norman historians.26 While some of these can be explained indi-
vidually through their use of earlier crusading chronicles, the breadth and rapid-
ity in the uptake of this vocabulary across different regions of western Europe
suggests that the foundations of such a conception were already in place.

This appears to be what we find in the histories of Rodulfus Glaber, who repre-
sents the earliest clear example of such a reorientation and thereby provides a
useful case study into the shifting perception of world geography in the eleventh
century. The aim here is not to reopen the thorny issue of Glaber’s potential prox-
imity to proto-crusading ideologies, but to consider the conceptual space that lay

24 Guibert of Nogent, Dei Gesta per Francos 2.4, ed. R. B. C. Huygens, CCCM 127A
(Turnhout, 1996), 115–16; and Robert the Monk, Historia Iherosolimitana 2, ed. D. Kempf
and M. G. Bull, The Historia Iherosolimitana of Robert the Monk (Woodbridge, 2013), 13.
See esp. Lapina, Warfare and the Miraculous (n. 2 above), 135–37; and more generally on
the role of Isaiah in crusade sources, see Katherine Allen Smith, The Bible and Crusade Nar-
rative in the Twelfth Century (Woodbridge, 2020), 57–66 and 145–46.

25 Guibert of Nogent, Dei Gesta per Francos 1.1–2, ed. Huygens, 86 and 91–93; and
Robert the Monk, Historia Iherosolimitana 2, ed. Kempf and Bull, 13 and 21.

26 Liège: Sigebert of Gembloux, Chronica 1096, ed. Ludwig Konrad Bethmann, MGH,
Scriptores 6 (Hanover, 1844), 367; Annales Leodiensis 1095, ed. Georg Heinrich Pertz,
MGH, Scriptores 4 (Hanover, 1891), 29; Annales Floreffienses 1096, ed. Ludwig Konrad Beth-
mann, MGH, Scriptores 16 (Hanover, 1864), 623; and Chronicon Sancti Humberti Andaginen-
sis 82 (102), ed. Ludwig Konrad Bethmann and Wilhelm Wattenbach, MGH, Scriptores 8
(Hanover, 1848), 615. Bavaria: Frutolf of Michelsberg, Chronicon 1096, ed. and trans.
Franz-Josef Schmale and Irene Schmale-Ott, Die Chroniken Frutolfs und Ekkehards und die
anonyme Kaiserchronik (Darmstadt, 1972), 106; Anonymi Chronica imperatorum 1096, ed.
Martina Hartmann and Ioanna Georgiou, MGH, Scriptores 33.3 (preliminary digital
edition, 2016), 116–17; Hierosolimita, ed. Schmale and Schmale-Ott, Die Chroniken Frutolfs,
326; and Frutolfi Chronici Continuatio II 1099 and 1101, ed. Benedikt Marxreiter, MGH,
Scriptores 33.2 (preliminary digital edition, 2018), 23 and 53. Both preliminary editions are
available at https://mgh.de/de/die-mgh/editionsprojekte/bamberger-weltchronistik (accessed
11 January 2023). England and Normandy: William of Malmesbury, Gesta regum Anglorum
4.347.8 and 360.2, ed. and trans. R. A. B. Mynors, Rodney M. Thomson, and Michael Win-
terbottom, 2 vols. (Oxford, 1998), 1:602–603 and 632–35; Orderic Vitalis, Historia ecclesias-
tica 9.1, ed. and trans. Marjorie Chibnall, 6 vols. (Oxford, 1969-80), 5:4–7; Henry of
Huntingdon, Historia Anglorum 7.6, ed. and trans. Diana Greenway (Oxford, 1996), 424–
25; and The Warenne (Hyde) Chronicle 20, ed. and trans. Elisabeth M. C. van Houts and
Rosalind C. Love (Oxford, 2013), 36–37.
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open to an author of the mid-eleventh century.27 Evaluating the role of space in
Glaber’s writing, and drawing out some thematic connections between him and
other authors from the second half of the eleventh century, will provide greater
insight into the ideas that underlay the use of the west by the time of the First
Crusade. This article argues that too much emphasis has been placed on east-
west opposition and suggests that the interaction of ideas of north and west
played a more significant role in structuring the idea of west through the eleventh
century. More tentatively, insofar as Glaber anticipates these latter developments,
it may be through the west’s connection with the Franks and their opposition to a
pagan north. To this end, this study begins with an overview of the spatial role of
empire in Glaber’s history and its relationship with the proliferation of gentes. It
then evaluates the spatial structures that underlie Glaber’s historical conscious-
ness and examines how north and west serve as interrelated categories in processes
of identity formation that are connected with, but do not fully overlap, his notions
of empire and Roman Christianity.

POST-CAROLINGIAN MENTALITIES AND POST-CAROLINGIAN GEOGRAPHIES

Sometime in the first third of the eleventh century, Rodulfus Glaber set out to
write a history of the events surrounding the millennium of Christ’s incarnation
(1000) and passion (1033).28 An admittedly vexatious character, Glaber carried
out this work across a series of monasteries, noting how as he was expelled from
one monastery, he could expect to be welcomed into another due to his literary
competencies.29 It began at Saint-Bénigne in Dijon, where we find Glaber asso-
ciated with the then abbot St. William of Volpiano in the mid-1020s. Glaber
tells us that it was William who had commanded him to record “the events and
prodigies which happened around and after the millennial year of Incarnation

27 Giles Constable, “Cluny and the First Crusade,” in Le concile de Clermont de 1095 et
l’appel à la croisade (Rome, 1997), 179–93; Elizabeth Lapina, “The Mural Paintings of
Berzé-la-Ville in the Context of the First Crusade and the Reconquista,” Journal of Medieval
History 31 (2005): 309–26; and John France, “The Destruction of Jerusalem and the First
Crusade,” Journal of Ecclesiastical History 47 (1996): 1–17. See more generally Scott
G. Bruce, “Cluny and the Crusades,” in A Companion to the Abbey of Cluny in the Middle
Ages, ed. Scott G. Bruce and Steven Vanderputten (Leiden, 2022), 306–21.

28 On Glaber’s life and writing, see John France, “Introduction,” in Rodulfus Glaber
Opera, ed. and trans. John France, Neithard Bulst, and Paul Reynolds (Oxford, 1989),
xxiv–xlv.

29 Historiae 5.1.3, ed. France, 220–21: “Dehinc senioribus non oboediens, coequalibus
molestus, iuuenioribus onerosus, atque, ut uere fatear, uniuersis mei presentia grauedo
erat, leuamen absentia. Preterea his et huiusmodi predicti loci fratres instigati expulerunt
me a contubernio sue habitationis, tamen scientes non defore mihi locum quempiam comma-
nendi, tantum ob literatoriam notionem.”
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of the Saviour.”30 Whether or not Glaber started as a mere mouthpiece for Wil-
liam’s ecclesiastical project, this purpose pervades the structure of the histories.31

It is at Saint-Bénigne that Glaber drafted the first two books, which deal with the
many signs that precede the millennium, chronicling the decline of empire and
invasions through the tenth century, as well as the prelude to the year 1000.32

Around 1031 Glaber moved to Cluny, where he put the third book on hold to
write a Vita of the now deceased William. This move was, however, short lived
and by 1036 we find him at Saint-Germain in Auxerre, where he would revise
and finish the Histories. Now dedicated to Odilo and sporting a new theological
gloss on the divine quaternity, Books 3 and 4 present a more optimistic vision
of the success of religious reform and the world made new with the millennium
of the incarnation and passion respectively.33 Finally, Glaber added a fifth
book, but it does not seem to cohere with the prior structure and quickly devolves
into miscellaneous anecdotes before cutting off abruptly, one assumes with his
death.

Though the signs of the millennium are a central, guiding topic of theHistories,
as the opening pages make clear, Glaber seeks to situate them within a wider array
of themes.34 After his dedication to Odilo, he immediately contextualizes his inter-
est in recording the events of the millennium around the lack of contemporary
history-writing since the time of Bede in Britain and Paul the Deacon in
Italy.35 But these two addressed only the histories of their own people and
country, leaving out “many things which happened as much in the Roman
world as in overseas or barbarian provinces” that are likewise worthy of

30 Rodulfus Glaber, Vita domni Willelmi abbatis 13, ed. Neithard Bulst and trans. John
France and Paul Reynolds (Oxford, 1989), 294–95: “Ipsius nanque imperio maxima iam ex
parte euentuum ac prodigiorum, que circa et infra Incarnati Saluatoris annum contigere mill-
esimum, descripseram.”

31 See Richard Landes’s review of the two 1989 editions of Rodulfus Glaber in Speculum
68 (1993): 247–49, at 249. Compare France, “Introduction,” xxxiv–xxxv; and for a nuanced
discussion ofWilliam’s potential influence, see Landes, “Rodulfus Glaber and the Dawn of the
New Millennium” (n. 2 above), 66–76.

32 On the Histories’ contents, see Landes, “Rodulfus Glaber and the Dawn of the New
Millennium” (n. 2 above), 59–63; and France, “Introduction,” xxxiv–xlv.

33 On the divine quaternity, see John France, “The Divine Quaternity of Rodulfus
Glaber,” Studia Monastica 17 (1975): 283–94; Paul Edward Dutton, “Raoul Glaber’s ‘De
divina quaternitate’: An Unnoticed Reading of Eriugena’s Translation of the Ambigua of
Maximus the Confessor,” Mediaeval Studies 42 (1980): 431–53; and more broadly Edmond
Ortigues and Dominique Iogna-Prat, “Raoul Glaber et l’historiographie clunisienne,”
Studi Medievali 26 (1985): 537–72.

34 Funkenstein, Heilsplan und natürlich Entwicklung (n. 6 above), 77–84 remains useful
on this point.

35 Historiae 1.1.1, ed. France, 2–3: “quoniam in spatio fere ducentorum annorum nemo
ista appetens extitit, id est post Bedam, Britannie presbiterum, seu Italie Paulum, qui histor-
ialiter quippiam posteris scriptum misisset.”
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record.36 These events are established right away within the series temporum
according to the reign of Henry, king of Saxons, and Robert, king of the
Franks, “the greatest and most Christian kings in our cismarine world,” the
first of whom we are told would take up the Romanum imperium.37 This chrono-
logical frame sets the stage for Glaber’s explicit declaration of his subject a few
paragraphs later: “we will tell of the famous men who, from the year 900 . . .
down to us, have shone forth in the Roman world as supporters of the catholic
faith and justice.”38 Between these we find his famous exposition on the divine
quaternity, which he thinks a fitting introduction to a work whose subject encom-
passes “the four parts of the terrestrial world.”39 This prefatory section of the first
book introduces a range of issues relating to Glaber’s conception of space, which
will need to be unpacked in turn.

As we see already in the reference to Bede and Paul, Glaber’s histories, and espe-
cially the first two books, are marked by the tension between Empire and the plur-
ality of political power in the post-Roman world.40 This tension explicitly
structures the narrative of the first book, which begins by highlighting the
decline of the once great Roman Empire (quondam . . . imperium principale)
along with the terror Cesarum that governed it. In contrast, as Christ’s empire
spread among the princes of the earth, little by little the Roman people (stirps)
were scattered as the gentes formerly subdued by Rome rose up against her and
their kings “usurped even the empire’s name.”41 The greatest Christian kings
were those of the Franks, among whom Glaber singles out Charlemagne (d. 814)
and Louis the Pious (d. 840) with their dynasty in Italy and Gaul lasting until
Charles the Simple. But, Glaber insists, it is not his intention to tell the story
of this family; his theme is rather the world after their downfall. This potted

36 Historiae 1.1.1, ed. France, 2–3: “dum uidelicet constet tam in orbe Romano quam in
transmarinis seu barbaris prouinciis perplura deuenisse.” I have modified France’s
translation.

37 Historiae 1.1.1, ed. France, 2–5: “Isti igitur duo in nostro citramarino orbe tunc chris-
tianissimi atque premaximi habebantur, quorum primus, uidelicet Henricus, Romanum
postmodum sumpsit imperium.” I have modified France’s translation.

38 Historiae 1.1.4, ed. France, 8–9: “Dicturi igitur ab anno DCCCmo [. . .] ad nos usque
qui claruere uiri in Romano uidelicet orbe insignes catholice fidei cultores et iustitie” (my
translation).

39 Historiae 1.1.1, ed. France, 4–5: “quatuor mundani orbis partium” (my translation).
40 Karl Ferdinand Werner, “Das hochmittelalterliche Imperium im politischen Bewusst-

sein Frankreichs (10.–12. Jahrhundert),” Historische Zeitschrift 200 (1965): 1–60, at 43–60.
Compare Landes’s suggestion about Glaber’s “resolutely post-Carolingian perspective” in
“Rodulfus Glaber and the Dawn of the New Millennium” (n. 2 above), 59.

41 Historiae 1.1.4, 1.4.16, and 4.1.3, ed. France, 10–11, 30–31, and 174–75 (quotation at
10–11; my translation): “illius nomen etiam imperii [. . .] usurpare”. See generally Funken-
stein, Heilsplan und natürlich Entwicklung (n. 6 above), 79–80. On contemporary ideas of an
“old” Roman Empire, see Werner, “Das hochmittelalterliche Imperium,” 44–45.

TRADITIO150

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


history of the fall of Rome and the Carolingian empire sets up the history of the
tenth century, with the Ottonians and post-Carolingian kings of France, that
occupies the first book. It also highlights a restricted geographical vision of
empire. As imperatores, Charlemagne and Louis bring the orbis Romanus under
their rule, as if a servant in their household, yet their dynasty is still expressly
restricted to Italy and Gaul.42 So while Glaber sees his subject, the orbis
Romanus, as encompassing the four parts of the world — in contrast to Bede
and Paul, who wrote histories of particular peoples — and suitably introduced
by a cosmological preface, the Romanum imperium itself is nevertheless constantly
qualified by individual lands, peoples, and kings, almost as just another name on
the list.

Glaber is building here upon a complex backdrop of shifting Carolingian and
post-Carolingian ideas of empire, and the tensions and contradictions that
brought with it.43 The central tension here is brought out in recent historiograph-
ical debates over the conceptual scope of Romanum imperium in Carolingian and
post-Carolingian thought. With the empire’s downfall, Rome and the Romans
were increasingly understood as one among the plurality of gentes and regna
that now ruled different bits of the old western empire.44 By the ninth century,
the notion of Romanum imperium had shrunk, at least in some significant
sense, to rulership over Rome and the Papal territories. Indeed, the argument
has been made forcefully in recent years by Eckhard Müller-Mertens that
regions north of the Alps were fundamentally excluded from the medieval concep-
tion of the Roman Empire until the writing ofWipo in the 1040s— although, rele-
vantly for Glaber, both Burgundy and Cluny are highlighted as early exceptions to
this rule.45 Contemporary scholarship, however, has rightly criticized this con-
strual of Romanum imperium as overly narrow, highlighting both the greater

42 Historiae 1.1.4–5, ed. France, 10–11: “Hi denique prudenti consilio et uirtute quosque
in giro belliones ita proprio subiugauere dominio ut quasi una domus famularetur suis imper-
atoribus orbis Romanus [. . .] Perdurauere reges ex eorum prosapia uel imperatores, tam in
Italia quam in Galliis . . .”

43 For a recent historiographical discussion of the Carolingians as “empire,” see Mayke de
Jong, “The Empire that was Always Decaying: The Carolingians (800–888),” Medieval
Worlds 2 (2015): 6–25.

44 On the perception of gentes from the tenth century onwards, see now Claire Weeda,
Ethnicity in Medieval Europe 950–1250: Medicine, Power and Religion (York, 2021),
esp. 41–79. For the early Middle Ages, see Hans-Werner Goetz, “Gens: Terminology and Per-
ception of the ‘Germanic’ Peoples from Late Antiquity to the Early Middle Ages,” in The
Construction of Communities in the Early Middle Ages: Texts, Resources and Artefacts, ed.
Richard Corradini, Max Diesenberger, and Helmut Reimitz (Leiden, 2003), 39–64.

45 Eckhard Müller-Mertens, “Römisches Reich im Frühmittelalter: Kaiserlich-päpst-
liches Kondominat, salischer Herrschaftsverband,” Historische Zeitschrift 288 (2009): 51–
92, esp. 83–89. For Glaber’s role in this narrative, see Werner, “Das hochmittelalterliche
Imperium,” 12, n. 1.
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complexity of Carolingian attitudes towards Rome and the plurality of ideas of
“empire” at work in the early Middle Ages.46 As Laury Sarti argues, this repre-
sents just one of “two diametrically opposed evolutions.”47 Simultaneous to
this secular and geographical contraction of “Romanness” was a progressive
expansion and intensification of its application to ecclesiastical institutions and
the Christian world. It is here that universality, both geographical and political,
is brought back into this Carolingian conception of Romanum imperium.48 Both
of these evolutions can be observed in Glaber’s text. His geography of empire is
indeed centrally focused on Italy, as we see in the consistent conjunction of
Italy and Gaul, or Italy and Germany from Book 4, as the focal point of
church and empire.49 Yet simultaneously, as we find so clearly in William of Vol-
piano’s letter in Book 4, the vision of empire at work in Glaber’s text is intimately
entangled with the Roman church’s claim to universality and supremacy.50 Thus,
central to Glaber’s geographical vision is this tension inherent to a notion of
empire that was caught between the ideal of Christian universality and the
reality of political fragmentation, a tension that is fundamentally linked with
the empire’s relationship to a plurality of gentes.51

The structure of the first book in particular provides a nice encapsulation of
this outlook. The kingdoms of the Franks and Saxons are the core of the orbis
Romanus.52 Thus, after the introduction, there is a pair of short chapters on
the (west) Frankish Carolingians: Rudolf, duke of Burgundy, and Lothar. This
then gives way to a longer fourth chapter on later Roman emperors, covering

46 Laury Sarti, “Frankish Romanness and Charlemagne’s Empire,” Speculum 91 (2016):
1040–58; Christoph Mauntel, “Beyond Rome: The Polyvalent Usage and Levels of Meaning
of ‘Imperator’ and ‘Imperium’ in Medieval Europe,” in Renovatio, Inventio, Absentia Imperii:
From the Roman Empire to Contemporary Imperialism, ed. Wouter Bracke, Jan Nelis, and Jan
de Maeyer (Turnhout, 2018), 69–92; and Matthew Gabriele, An Empire of Memory: The
Legend of Charlemagne, the Franks, and Jerusalem before the First Crusade (Oxford, 2011),
105–106.

47 Sarti, “Frankish Romanness,” 1054.
48 Sarti, “Frankish Romanness,” 1056–57.
49 Historiae 1.1.5, 1.5.20, 2.1.1, 3.3.12, 3.4.13, 3.5.18, 4.1.1, 4.2.5, and 5.1.17, ed. France,

10–11, 34–35, 48–49, 112–13, 114–15, 126–27, 171–72, 178–79, and 240–41. Italicized entries
represent ecclesiastical uses. For the significance of Italy to Ottonian imperial ideals, see Levi
Roach, “The Ottonians and Italy,” German History 36 (2018): 349–64, at 351.

50 Historiae 4.1.3, ed. France, 174–75: “Quoniam, licet potestas Romani imperii, que olim
in orbe terrarum monarches uiguit, nunc per diuersa terrarum innumeris regatur sceptris,
ligandi soluendique in terra et in celo potestas dono inuiolabili incombit magisterio Petri.”

51 Compare Werner, “Das hochmittelalterliche Imperium” (n. 40 above), 59: “daß das
Abendland zwar in ‘Rom’ noch lange vom Imperium träumte, in Wahrheit aber seit dem
Ende des alten Imperiums durchgängig das Wirkungsfeld einer Vielzahl von regna oder
aber vorübergehend geraffter regna-Bündel (so im Reich Karls des Großen) gewesen ist.”

52 Werner, “Das hochmittelalterliche Imperium” (n. 40 above), 25–29.
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the assumption of the imperium Romanorum by Saxon kings.53 Finally, the fifth
chapter of the book, De paganorum plagis, addresses the pagan opposition to
this imperial core. Despite the sometimes-jarring insertions of Cluniac material on
Islam, beginning with the story of Maiolus’s abduction by Muslims, the original
andmost explicit focushere isonthenorthern gentes: theNormansandHungarians.54

Themajority of the chapter deals with the history of the Normans, which is followed
bya shorter account of theHungarians up to the conversion of both groups. The rela-
tionship between empire and the gentes is made explicit with the introduction of the
Hungarians, whose invasion is predicated on the discord between the Franks and
Saxons. It is onlyafter the“thekingsof theFranksandSaxonswerebrought together
by the bonds of blood relationship and a common faith” that the kingdom of Christ
was once again able to overthrow the tyrants and allow a new peace to flower.55

The same geographical logic of opposing the Roman and barbarian world is further
underscored in the introduction to the thirdbook,whereGlaber contrasts the internal
strife that wore down the twomost Christian kings of the Franks and Saxons against
the peace they enjoyed with external nations.

THE NORTH IN GEOGRAPHIES OF CENTER AND PERIPHERY

Glaber’s presentation of northern peoples reflects a broader Carolingian shift in
geographical outlook. The emergence of the transalpine world as a cultural, liter-
ary, and imperial center brought with it an important change in perception. Late
Roman geography ended fundamentally with the Rhine and Danube, beyond
which one finds the largely undifferentiated barbaricum: Alania, Dacia, Gothia,
and Germania.56 By the ninth century, however, things had changed. The

53 On the use of Carolingian geographical vocabulary around East and West Francia, see
Arnoux, “Introduction,” in Raoul Glaber (n. 1 above), 19–20. The phrases Romanum imper-
ium and imperium Romanorum appear broadly synonymous in Glaber. Compare Historiae
1.1.1 and 1.4.8, ed. France, 4 and 18.

54 The point about geographical structure and Cluniac inclusions goes back to Ernst
Sackur, “Studien über Rudolfus Glaber,” Neues Archiv 14 (1889): 377–418, at 386–88.
Compare France, “Introduction” (n. 28 above), xxxix. France, “Glaber and French Politics”
(n. 5 above), 104 also finds this geographical structure in Books 1, 3, 4 and to a degree in 5. On
Maiolus and his hagiographical tradition, see Scott G. Bruce, Cluny and the Muslims of La
Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe (Ithaca, 2015),
41–62.

55 Historiae 1.5.22, ed. France, 38–39: “utriusque regni principes, Francorum uidelicet ac
Saxonum, unius fidei ac consanguinitatis uinculo necterentur.” I have modified France’s
translation.

56 Paulus Orosius, Historiarum adversum paganos 1.2.52–54, ed. Karl Zangemeister
(Leipzig, 1889), 9; and Isidore of Seville, Etymologiae 14.4.3–4, ed. W. M. Lindsay (Oxford,
1911), n.p. See Patrick Gautier Dalché, “Représentations géographiques de l’Europe — sep-
tentrionale, centrale et orientale — au Moyen Age,” in Europa im Weltbild (n. 10 above), 63–
79, at 67.

POST‐CAROLINGIAN GEOGRAPHIES OF NORTH AND WEST IN RODULFUS GLABER 153

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


Franks, among others, considered themselves one such northern people, who
traced their origins in particular to Pannonia.57 Likewise, since Pope Paschal
I’s 822 bull, the north as a region was conceptualized as a missionary space by
the Frankish church, a perception that hangs heavily over the post-Carolingian
world.58 This changing perspective also had specific geographical ramifications,
as Patrick Gautier Dalché has recently shown.59 From the eighth century, we
see an emerging interest in the geography of the north, even if as in the Cosmogra-
phia of Aethicus Ister, it is not one grounded in bona fide knowledge of that geog-
raphy. By the ninth and tenth centuries, awareness and knowledge of the north
within geographical writings associated with the Carolingian schools had begun
to expand rapidly with the inflow of insular scholars. This conception of the
north as an expansive and ever-present frontier of Christendom is the evident
backdrop to Glaber’s presentation of the Normans and Hungarians and, espe-
cially in connection with the role of empire, it is an idea that can be found
among a range of eleventh-century historians.60

We can find more precise imprints of this new awareness of the north in Glaber’s
geographical excursus on Gaul and Raetia.61 Early in Book 2, in prelude to a dis-
cussion of the civil strife between Duke Conan of Brittany (d. 992) and Count Fulk
of Anjou (d. 1040), Glaber provides a brief description of Gaul’s geography. He
explains that it is said to be laid out like a square, running from the Riphaean
mountains to Spain, with the Ocean on the left and the Alps on the right, with
the Cornu Gallie (Brittany) at the bottom.62 Although this description falls

57 Gregory of Tours,Historiae 2.9, ed. Bruno Krusch and Wilhelm Levison, MGH, Scrip-
tores rerumMerovingicarum 1.1 (Hanover, 1951), 57. Compare Liber historiae Francorum 1, ed.
Bruno Krusch, MGH, Scriptores rerum Merovingicarum 2 (Hanover, 1888), 241–42. See gen-
erally Alheydis Plassmann, Origo gentis: Identitäts- und Legitimitätsstiftung in früh- und hoch-
mittelalterlichen Herkunftserzählungen (Berlin, 2006), 116–90.

58 Fraesdorff, Der barbarische Norden (n. 18 above), 57–68.
59 Patrick Gautier Dalché, “La connaissance des régions septentrionales de l’Europe à

l’époque carolingienne: Un changement de point de vue,” Geographia Antiqua 25 (2016): 3–15.
60 For example, Ademar of Chabannes, Chronicon 3.31, ed. Pascale Bourgain, CCCM 129

(Turnhout, 1999), 152; Adam of Bremen, Gesta Hammaburgensis ecclesiae pontificum 3.32, ed.
Bernhard Schmeidler, MGH, Scriptores rerum Germanicarum 2 (Hanover, 1917), 174; and Sige-
bert of Gembloux, Chronica, prol., ed. Bethmann (n. 26 above), 300. On Sigebert in particu-
lar, see Mirelle Chazan, L’empire et l’histoire universelle: De Sigebert de Gambloux à Jean de
Saint-Victor (XIIe–XIVe siècle) (Paris, 1999), 187–90 and 239–44; and Hans-Werner
Goetz, Geschichtsschreibung und Geschichtsbewußtsein im hohen Mittelalter (Berlin, 2008),
186–87.

61 See Arnoux, “Introduction,” in Raoul Glaber (n. 1 above), 19.
62 Historiae 2.3.4, ed. France, 56–59: “Narrant siquidem plerique disputantes de

mundani orbis positione quod situs regionis Gallie quadra dimetiatur locatione: licet ergo a
Rifeis usque Hispaniarum terminos in leuo habens Oceanum mare, in dextro uero passim
iuga Alpium, propria excedat longitudine mensuram rationis quadriforme. Cuius etiam infer-
ius finitimum ac perinde uilissimum Cornu Gallie nuncupatur.” The interpretation of inferius
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broadly in line with the standard textual geography of Isidore of Seville, Arnoux
suggests that the use of relative directions implies a cartographical basis for
Glaber’s description.63 The suggestion is entirely plausible, since maps had been
used in geographical education since late antiquity and their influence on
textual geographies is clearly evident by the twelfth century.64 Given that most
eleventh- and twelfth-century world maps depict the Alps as a chain of mountains
running more or less parallel to the ocean, it is not hard to envisage the outlines of
a generally square-shaped Gaul, whose slight misalignment from the east-west
axis of the map places its north-western corner at the bottom.65

What is really striking about Glaber’s description, however, is the presentation
of the Riphaean mountains as a boundary of Gaul.66 Traditionally situated on the
border of Europe and Asia, the mountain range is one of a set of classical sites,
alongside the Tanais and Meotide swamps, that formed the core of a semi-myth-
ical geography of the far north.67 Its specific location is not especially clear in late
Roman geography, but it could encroach as far as the outer boundary of Germa-
nia.68 This is a point that Arnoux’s suggestion of a cartographic backdrop could
help explain. While most maps follow the textual sources, dividing Gaul and
Germania with the Rhine, there is some resemblance to the Saint-Sever Beatus,

as “down” on a map (following Arnoux, Raoul Glaber (n. 1 above), 98 n. 13 (“la Bretagne se
trouve ‘aux confins inférieurs’ c’est à dire vers l’ouest”) is not unambiguous. Inferius may
simply refer to Brittany’s peripheral location or its proximity to the ocean. On contemporary
references to the Cornu Galliae, see Bernard Merdrignac, D’une Bretagne à l’autre: Les migra-
tions bretonnes entre histoire et légendes (Rennes, 2012), 151–57.

63 Isidore, Etymologiae 14.4.25, ed. Lindsay (n. 56 above); and Arnoux, Raoul Glaber (n. 1
above), 98–99 n. 13. Isidore lists the boundaries of Gaul as the Alps to the east, the ocean to
the west, the Pyrenees to the south, and the Rhine to the north.

64 Patrick Gautier Dalché, “L’enseignement de la géographie dans l’antiquité tardive,”
Klio 96 (2014): 144–82, esp. 163–69; Patrick Gautier Dalché, “Maps in Words: The Descrip-
tive Logic of Medieval Geography, from the Eighth to the Twelfth Century,” in The Hereford
World Map: Medieval World Maps and their Context, ed. P. D. A. Harvey (London, 2006), 223–
42, esp. 224–27; and Patrick Gautier Dalché, “Comment et pourquoi décrire une mappe-
monde au Moyen Âge?,” in Figures de l’autorité médiévale: Mélanges offerts à Michel Zimmer-
mann, ed. Pierre Chastang, Patrick Henriet, and Claire Soussen Max (Paris, 2016), 69–88.

65 If we observe the Rhine as the traditional boundary with Germania, the shape is
evident, for example, on the Sawley world map: Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, MS 66,
p. 2 [D]. On this map, see n. 70, below.

66 France, Rodulfus Glaber Opera (n. 28 above), 57, n. 4, suggests that Glaber may be
thinking of the Vosges or Jura mountains.

67 On cartography, see Leonid S. Chekin, Northern Eurasia in Medieval Cartography:
Inventory, Text, Translation, and Commentary (Turnhout, 2006), 239. On textual sources,
see Hope, “The North in the Latin HistoryWriting” (n. 18 above), 117–18; and the discussion
of Dudo of Saint-Quentin and Adam of Bremen in notes 90–91, below.

68 Isidore, Etymologiae 14.8.8, ed. Lindsay (n. 56 above); and Martianus Capella, De
nuptiis Philologiae et Mercurii 6.665, ed. James Willis (Leipzig, 1983), 235. Compare
Orosius, Historiarum adversum paganos 1.2.52–53, ed. Zangemeister (n. 56 above), 21–22.

POST‐CAROLINGIAN GEOGRAPHIES OF NORTH AND WEST IN RODULFUS GLABER 155

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


which unusually depicts a range of mountains on the eastern border of Gaul.69

This unlabelled mountain range is not the Riphaean mountains, but serves
rather as the source of the Danube, a site that both Isidore and Orosius likewise
associate with the boundary of Gaul and Germania.70 Regardless of where Glaber
got this notion, the placement of the Riphaean mountains in Gaul highlights a
significant foreshortening of the north. By bringing the mythical spaces of clas-
sical geography to the boundaries of the contemporary Christian world, Glaber
highlights the immediacy of the north and potentially points to a certain concep-
tual elision of Gaul and Germania in line with their function as the political core of
his narrative.

The ambiguity of the north’s boundaries can be seen more clearly still in the
other major geographical excursus. Near the end of Book 4, Glaber describes a
battle between the Liutici, a loose confederation of pagan groups between the
Elbe and Oder rivers in modern Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, and the Christians
in the north that ends with the intervention of Emperor Conrad II (d. 1039).71

He introduces this chapter with a brief description of Germania. It begins nor-
mally enough by explaining that Germania runs from the Rhine to the northern
part of the world and that it is home to many gentes both fierce and intermixed.72

The discussion quickly turns, however, to the obscure Roman province of Raetia,
whose second division, we are told, is home to the cruelest of these peoples, the
Liutici. Covering the broadly transalpine regions of modern Switzerland,

69 Paris, BnF, lat. 8878, fol. 45v-bis [D], reproduced in John Williams, “Isidore, Orosius
and the Beatus Map,” Imago Mundi 49 (1997): 7–32, at 12.

70 Orosius, Historiarum adversum paganos 1.2.60, ed. Zangemeister (n. 56 above), 24; and
Isidore, Etymologiae 14.4.16, ed. Lindsay (n. 56 above). Compare Solinus, Collectanea rerum
memorabilium 20.1–2, ed. Theodor Mommsen (Berlin, 1895), 95–96. For comparison, on
the Cotton and Sawley maps (London, BL, Cotton MS Tiberius B V, fol. 56v [D]; and Cam-
bridge, Corpus Christi 66, p. 2 [D]) the Danube emerges from an otherwise blank space on the
map, whereas on the Munich Map (Munich, Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, CLM 10058, fol.
154v [D]) it originates in the Alps. On these maps, and for reproductions, see the chapters
by Dan Terkla, Alfred Hiatt, and Nathalie Bouloux in A Critical Companion to English
Mappae Mundi of the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centuries, ed. Dan Terkla and Nick Millea
(Woodbridge, 2019).

71 For a modern account of this episode, see Herwig Wolfram, Conrad II, 990–1039:
Emperor of Three Kingdoms, trans. Denise A. Kaiser (University Park, PA, 2006), 210–24,
esp. 222–23. On the Liutici (or Liutizi), see Eduard Mühle, Die Slawen imMittelalter zwischen
Idee und Wirklichkeit (Cologne, 2020), 303–308.

72 Historiae 4.8.23, ed. France, 208–209: “gentibus incolitur quamplurimis, ferocissimis
tamen atque promiscuis.” Compare Paul the Deacon, Historia Langobardorum 2.8, ed.
Ludwig Konrad Bethmann and Georg Waitz, MGH, Scriptores rerum Langobardicarum et Ita-
licarum 1 (Hanover, 1878), 76: “Igitur cum rex Alboin cum omni suo exercitu vulgique pro-
miscui multitudine ad extremos Italiae fines pervenisset.”On the commonplace of the north’s
fecundity, see Paul the Deacon’s description of Germania (Historia Langobardorum 1.1, ed.
Bethmann and Waitz, 47–48); and Fraesdorff, Der barbarische Norden (n. 18 above), 261–63.
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Austria, and Germany, the Roman province was originally divided in the fourth
century into Raetia Prima and Secunda, centered respectively on Chur and Augs-
burg.73 But this is evidently not the division that Glaber has in mind. He explains,
rather, that Raetia Prima is so called because it lies on the Rhine and is known
colloquially, albeit erroneously, as the “kingdom of Lothar.”74 This corresponds
generally with the unified Raetia that remained a fixture of the standard late
Roman geographical tradition, normally as part of the trio of provinces along
the Danube (Pannonia, Noricum, and Raetia), and which Isidore likewise
describes as lying alongside the Rhine.75

It is with Raetia Secunda that Glaber’s geography diverges considerably from
the old Roman province. We can identify its location primarily through his
description of the Liutici. Glaber explains that their name (Leutici) is derived
from the word lutum (“mud”) and that they live in the “squalid marshes” near
the northern ocean.76 Indeed, when put to flight by the emperor’s army, they
later seek refuge in “their inaccessible haunts among the marshes.”77 Though he
does not describe it in these terms, Glaber evidently imagines the homeland of
the Liutici as a province on the north-eastern edge of Europe near the Meotide
swamps of Scythia Inferior that border on Asia.78 The idea that Scythia lay
just beyond the familiar northern hinterlands of Europe is not unusual for the
eleventh century.79 Already in the late tenth century, Regino of Prüm described
the Hungarians as emerging from Scythian kingdoms and marshes.80 Likewise,

73 Franz Schön and Gerhard H. Waldherr, “Raeti, Raetia,” in Der Neue Pauly, 16 vols.
(Stuttgart, 1996–2003), 10:749–54.

74 Historiae 4.8.23, ed. France, 208–209: “corrupte regnum Lotharii uulgo nuncupatur.”
75 Orosius, Historiarum adversum paganos 1.2.60, ed. Zangemeister (n. 56 above), 24; and

Isidore, Etymologiae 14.4.16 and 14.4.26, ed. Lindsay (n. 56 above). Compare Solinus, Collec-
tanea rerum memorabilium 21.2–3, ed. Mommsen, 99; and Pliny the Elder, Naturalis historia
3.24 and 4.13, ed. and trans. H. Rackham, Loeb Classical Library 352 (Cambridge, MA,
1942), 108–109 and 194–95.

76 Historiae 4.8.23, ed. France, 208–209: “illorum habitatio circa mare aquilonare in
paludibus sordentibus.”

77 Historiae 4.8.23, ed. France, 208–209: “ad loca suarum paludum inaccessibilia nimium
perterriti euaserunt.”

78 Isidore, Etymologiae 14.4.3, ed. Lindsay (n. 56 above); and Orosius, Historiarum adver-
sum paganos 1.2.52, ed. Zangemeister (n. 56 above), 21.

79 See generally Fraesdorff, Der barbarische Norden (n. 18 above), 291–95, who suggests
that Adam of Bremen was the first to situate Scythia in the Baltic-sea region (294), although
Glaber is not addressed in this work. On evolving views of the Baltic-sea region more gener-
ally, see Thomas Foerster, “Imagining the Baltic: Mental Mapping in the Works of Adam of
Bremen and Saxo Grammaticus, Eleventh-Thirteenth Centuries,” in Imagining Communities
on the Baltic Rim, from the Eleventh to Fifteenth Centuries, ed. Wojtek Jezierski and Lars Her-
manson (Amsterdam, 2016), 37–58.

80 Regino of Prüm, Chronicon 889, ed. Friedrich Kruze, MGH, Scriptores rerum Germani-
carum 50 (Hanover, 1890), 131: “gens Hungarium ferocissima et omni belua crudelior, retro
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in the second decade of the eleventh century, Thietmar of Merseburg finds
Scythians living north of the Danes near the homeland of Swein ‘Forkbeard.’81

Finally, a few decades after Glaber’s death, Adam of Bremen firmly identifies
the Baltic Sea region as Scythia and explicitly describes the Oder estuary
beyond the land of the Liutici as the Scythian swamps.82

The identification of Raetia as the homeland of the Liutici, however, is entirely
unique to Glaber’s text.83 To explain this association, France suggests that Glaber
may have been confused by the region’s proper name “Redaria,” but this explan-
ation does not go far enough in explaining Glaber’s underlying geography.84 The
use of Raetia Prima earlier in the Histories suggests that Glaber has a consistent
notion of two Raetiae throughout, rather than simply numbering them in this
passage to address confusion around two regions bearing the same name.85 Fur-
thermore, the distinction between the two Raetiae is found in one of the few
books that we can be reasonably certain that Glaber knew: Paul the Deacon’sHis-
toria Langobardorum.86 During a brief interlude on Italian geography, Paul notes
that the two provinces of Raetia are situated among the Alps between Liguria and
Swabia (Suavia). Given the sparsity of information about Raetia in the geograph-
ical sources available to an eleventh-century monk, it would be no great surprise
that Glaber might (wittingly or not) alter this picture. So while France’s sugges-
tion may help to explain why the Liutici specifically have been associated with the
second Raetia, this must be situated within the broader context of the adaptation
of classical northern geography, which as we have seen is by no means unique to
the Burgundian monk.

Glaber’s displacement of Raetia itself to the outer boundary of Germania is
actually somewhat less idiosyncratic than it might first appear. We can already

ante seculis ideo inaudita quia nec nominata, a Scythicis regnis et a paludibus, quas Thanais
sua refusione in inmensum porrigit, egressa est.”

81 Thietmar of Merseburg, Chronicon 7.37, ed. Robert Holtzmann, MGH, Scriptores rerum
Germanicarum, n.s. 9 (Berlin, 1935), 444.

82 Adam of Bremen, Gesta Hammaburgensis 2.22, ed. Schmeidler (n. 60 above), 79: “Ultra
Leuticios, qui alio nomine Wilzi dicuntur, Oddara flumen occurit, ditissimus amnis Sclava-
niae regionis. In cuius ostio, qua Scyticas alluit paludes, nobilissima civitas Iumne celeberri-
mam prestat stacionem Barbaris et Grecis, qui sunt in circuitu.”

83 Arnoux, Raoul Glaber (n. 1 above), 264 n. 2.
84 See France in Rodulfus Glaber Opera (n. 28 above), 208–209 n. 1.
85 Compare the way later authors deal with the two Babylons, for example, Guibert, Dei

gesta per Francos, pref., ed. Huygens (n. 24 above), 83; Otto of Freising, Chronica sive historia
de duabus civitatibus 7.3, ed. Adolf Hofmeister, MGH, Scriptores rerum Germanicarum 45
(Hanover, 1912), 312–13; and Honorius Augustodunensis, Imago mundi 1.14 and 1.17, ed.
Valerie I. J. Flint, “Honorius Augustodunensis Imago Mundi,” Archives d’histoire doctrinale
et littéraire du Moyen Age 49 (1982): 7–153, at 55 and 57.

86 Paul theDeacon,HistoriaLangobardorum2.15, ed.BethmannandWaitz (n. 72above), 82.
Compare Ambrose of Milan, Epistulae 10.73.21, ed. M. Zelzer, CSEL 82.3 (Vienna, 1982), 46.
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find some textual precedent from the early Middle Ages in the aforementioned
Cosmographia of Aethicus Ister. The Cosmographia contains an alternative
version of the Franks’ origo gentis story with a few subtle changes. Most
notably for us, the Franks no longer invade Pannonia to found their city of Sicam-
bria, but Raetia.87 This change involves some relevant alterations to northern
geography, since just like Pannonia in the eighth-century Liber historiae Fran-
corum, Raetia must now be situated on the shore of the Meotide swamps.
Indeed, Aethicus Ister explicitly places Raetia on the outer boundary of Germa-
nia, just as Glaber does. Finally, in the list of Danubian provinces from the pre-
ceding paragraph, Raetia is no longer included alongside Pannonia and
Noricum.88 It is unfortunately not possible to say whether Glaber was directly
familiar with the Cosmographia and this is certainly too vague of a parallel to
draw such a conclusion.89 What it does highlight, though, is the sort of ambigu-
ities an expanding northern geography created. Indeed, as with Scythia, this sort
of creative reinterpretation of classical toponyms was increasingly common from
the eleventh century, especially for the north. Dudo of Saint-Quentin, for
example, famously adopts Dacia as a classically attested homeland for the
Danes, thereby shifting it to Germania.90 We find similar adaptions in the geog-
raphy of Scandinavia, both in textual sources like Adam of Bremen and creeping
into cartography from the eleventh century, where we also find a stricter

87 Aethicus Ister, Cosmographia 103a, ed. and trans. Michael W. Herren, The Cosmography
of Aethicus Ister (Turnhout, 2011), 204: “Francus, ut diximus, et Vassus uidentes se superatos,
terra autem adflicta et uastata in solitudineque redacta, relinquentes propria cum paucis
sodalibus, sed uiris expeditis, pulsi a sede statim Retia penetrantes, ad inuia et deserta Ger-
maniae pervenerunt. Leuaque Meotidas paludes demittentes more praedonum pyrraticum et
strofosum atque latronum degentes, urbem construunt, <quam> Sichambriam barbarica sua
lingua nuncupant.” Compare Liber Historiae Francorum 1, ed. Krusch (n. 57 above), 242.

88 Aethicus Ister, Cosmographia 102, ed. Herren, 202: “in Lacedemonia, Norico et Panno-
nia, Histria et Albania, uicinae meae septentrionalium regiones.”

89 It is, of course, possible that Glaber had read this text. It saw reasonably wide circu-
lation in France by the eleventh century, with relatively close copies surviving from Tours
(Leiden, University Library, Voss. Lat. F 113) and possibly Fleury (Vatican City, Bibliotheca
Apostolica Vaticana, Reg. Lat. 1260 [D]). Herren puts the latter at Tours, but see Elisabeth
Pellegrin, Jeannine Fohlen, Colette Jeudy, and Yves-François Riou, Les manuscrits classiques
latins de la Bibliothèque Vaticane, 3 vols. (Paris, 1978), 2.1:157. For a full list of manuscripts,
seeDie Kosmographie des Aethicus, ed. Otto Prinz, MGH, Quellen zur Geistesgeschichte des Mit-
telalters 14 (Munich, 1993), 53–69. It was also known to Richard of Cluny a century later
(Paris, BnF, nouv. acq. lat. 670, fol. 80v [D]), but it is unclear whether Richard was based
at Cluny itself or at Poitou. See Marc Saurette, “Tracing the Twelfth-Century Chronica of
Richard of Poitiers, Monk of Cluny,” Memini: Travaux et documents 9/10 (2005–2006):
303–50.

90 Dudo of Saint-Quentin, De moribus et actis primorum Normanniae ducum 1.1, ed. Jules
Lair (Caen, 1865), 129. See Plassmann, Origo gentis (n. 57 above), 248–50, who rightly notes
that for DudoDacia likely refers to a generic Scandinavia (Scanza), rather than Denmark spe-
cifically, as it would for later authors.
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demarcation of the northern boundary of Europe and Asia appearing around this
same moment.91 Therefore, regardless of its ultimate source, Glaber’s alteration
fits well into an established trend.

It is here that we can once again return to Arnoux’s suggestion of a carto-
graphic influence. In particular, we find a similar displacement of Raetia and
the Danubian provinces to the far north of Europe on a contemporary group of
maps associated with Beatus of Lièbana’s Apocalypse commentary. On the
basis of certain shared cartographical elements, these maps are conventionally
divided into three major branches: I, IIa, and IIb.92 The IIb group in particular
depicts a collection of rivers to the north of Europe that converge on the labeled
Danube and flow into the Tanais.93 They are clustered around a mountain that
stands on the coast of the northern ocean and out of which one of these rivers
flows. Although it is impossible to know for certain what this unlabeled mountain
represents, it lies in roughly the same place as the labeled Riphaean mountains on
the closely related IIa branch.94 This is therefore a natural interpretation and,
along with the placement of these rivers to the north of the Danube, it creates
some interesting alterations to the geography of the north on the IIb maps.95

Most importantly, the Danubian provinces of Raetia, Noricum, and Moesia are
labeled in the IIb branch and set among these rivers. While they still retain

91 Fraesdorff, Der barbarische Norden (n. 18 above), 290–308; Hope, “The North in the
Latin History Writing ” (n. 18 above), 107–109; Chekin, Northern Eurasia (n. 67 above),
22–25; and Hartmut Kugler, “Europa pars quarta: Der Teil und das Ganze im ‘Liber flori-
dus’,” in Europa imWeltbild (n. 10 above), 45–61, at 48–55. See more generally Ingrid Baum-
gärtner, “Völker und Reiche in Raum und Zeit: Zur Vorstellungswelt mittelalterlicher
Universalkarten,” in Völker, Reiche und Namen im frühen Mittelalter, ed. Matthias Becher
and Stefanie Dick (Munich, 2010), 359–94, esp. 379–81.

92 On the stemma, see Williams, “Isidore, Orosius and the Beatus Map” (n. 69 above), 9–
13; and more generally John Williams, The Illustrated Beatus: A Corpus of the Illustrations of
the Commentary on the Apocalypse, 5 vols. (London, 1994).

93 For example, Manchester, John Rylands University Library, Latin MS 8, fol. 43v [D].
This is already present on the earliest exemplar of the IIb branch: Girona, Museu de la Cate-
dral, Num. Inv. 7 (11), fols. 54v–55r, reproduced inWilliams, “Isidore, Orosius and the Beatus
Map” (n. 69 above), 19.

94 For example, London, BL, Add MS 11695, fol. 39v [D], reproduced in Ingrid Baum-
gärtner, “Graphic Form and Significance: Europe in the World Maps of Beatus of Liébana
and Ranulf Higden,” in Mapping Narrations – Narrating Maps: Concepts of the World in
the Middle Ages and the Early Modern Period, ed. Daniel Gneckow, Anna Hollenbach, and
Phillip Landgrebe (Berlin, 2022), 133–87, at 137. This is likewise present in the earliest exem-
plar: New York, Pierpont Morgan Library, M. 644, fol. 33v–34r [D], reproduced in Williams,
“Isidore, Orosius and the Beatus Map” (n. 69 above), 9. Further transcripts can be found in
Konrad Miller, Mappaemundi: Die ältesten Weltkarten, Teil 1, Die Weltkarte des Beatus (776
n. Chr.) (Stuttgart, 1895), 37–39.

95 The geography would make more sense if we interpret this mountain instead as the
alpes galliarum of the IIa branch, but this is implausible given that the IIb branch already
labels the montes galliarum elsewhere.
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their typical order with respect to the Danube, rather than following its eastward
course they now follow the northward flow of these other rivers. As a result,
Raetia has ended up situated practically on the coast of the northern ocean, right
beside our unlabeled mountain and directly to the north of the labeled Germania.
What is more, if we accept the identification of this mountain, it is relevant to
note that Gaul now lies directly to its south, precisely as Glaber describes. So,
while the IIb Beatus maps do not agree entirely with Glaber’s geography, we see a
number of similar patterns in the reorientation of European geography to the north.

An even more interesting comparison is found in the Europe map of Lambert of
Saint-Omer (Figure 1). Produced in the first quarter of the twelfth century and pre-
served only in the autograph copy of the Liber floridus, Lambert’s map represents
the earliest surviving stand-alone map of Europe.96 As its title Europa mundi
pars quarta suggests, it depicts a literal quarter of a normal circular world map,
bearing a clear resemblance to the representation of Europe in the closest surviving
copy of Lambert’s conventional world map.97 Here we find similar alterations to
northern geography. The map includes Scanza as a peninsula containing Norvuega
and sets it adjacent to Dacia on its continental side, likely following the tradition of
Dudo.98 More significantly for our purposes, Raetia and Noricum now lie to the
north of Pannonia on the peninsula terminating with Moesia and the Meotian
Sea (mare meotis). Their relative ordering has also changed, since Raetia is now situ-
ated beyond Noricum to the east.99 It remains, of course, unclear whether Glaber
had indeed worked from a map in one of these traditions. But as both Lambert
and the Beatus maps show, it would be no stretch of the imagination to suppose
that Glaber had seen a map that set Raetia in the northern reaches of Europe. More-
over, these maps reveal a similar reorientation and expansion of northern geography,
with new regions appearing and classical toponyms reappearing to populate this
increasingly familiar frontier.

There is more going on in Lambert’s map, however, that is illustrative of Glaber’s
overarching geographical outlook and that will allow us to take stock of how this

96 Ghent, University Library, MS 92, fol. 241r [D], transcribed in Albert Derolez, Lam-
berti S. Audomari canonici Liber floridus: Codex autographus bibliothecae universitatis Ganda-
vensis (Ghent, 1968). See generally Albert Derolez, The Autograph Manuscript of the Liber
Floridus: A Key to the Encyclopedia of Lambert of Saint-Omer (Turnhout, 1998). On the
Europe Map, see Kugler, “Europa pars quarta,” 55–59; Oschema, Bilder von Europa (n. 2
above), 465–68; and Anna-Dorothee von den Brincken, “Europa in der Kartographie des Mit-
telalters,” Archiv für Kulturgeschichte 55 (1973): 289–304, at 296–301.

97 Wolfenbüttel, Herzog August Bibliothek, Cod. Guelf. 1 Gud. Lat., fols. 69v–70r [D],
reproduced, partially transcribed, and translated in Chekin, Northern Eurasia (n. 67
above), 187–89 and 480.

98 See Chekin, Northern Eurasia (n. 67 above), 191–92 and 243; and n. 90, above.
99 Perhaps based on Isidore, Etymologiae 14.4.16: “[Pannonia] Coniungitur autem cum

Norico et Raetia; habentes ab oriente Moesiam.” ed. Lindsay (n. 56 above).
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Figure 1: Ghent, University Library, MS 92, fol. 241r (reproduced with permission under
CC-BY-SA 4.0).

TRADITIO162

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


geographical material underscores Glaber’s vision of the world. Most relevantly here,
Lambert’s map of Europe strictly demarcates this expanding northern frontier of
Europe from a Romano-Frankish core. On Lambert’s maps, Francia, Germania,
and Italy are all divided and encircled by a red line, whose purpose is noted in the
accompanying text: “The kingdoms which are circled in red pertain to the empire
of the Romans and Franks.”100 On the most basic level, both Glaber’s and Lambert’s
Europe is built upon the breakdown of Charlemagne’s empire. Indeed, the line spe-
cifically depicts the bipartition of Francia in the late 870s and the map has typically
been interpreted as a companion piece to the genealogy of the Frankish dynasty, pre-
faced with a Frankish origin story, a few folios back.101 Between this genealogy and
the map, Lambert inserted a second history of the Carolingians prefaced by another
Frankish origin story, drawn from Freculf of Lisieux and based ultimately on Jor-
danes.102 This second origin story begins by explaining that some think the
Franks emerged from Scanzia, the homeland of the Goths, which is interpreted as
Northwega.103 This section also contains a history of the Normans, which is again
inserted into this new geography of the north, with the Normans likewise
emerging fromNorthwega.104 While this is not Lambert’s central focus in these chap-
ters, its inclusion before and relationship with the Europe map highlights the inter-
connection of the north and the geography of the post-Carolingian world in the
eleventh and twelfth centuries. Here we see the central elements of Glaber’s overarch-
ing geographical vision brought together in cartographic form. It not only presents
an expanded vision of the north and a coordinate reorientation of European geog-
raphy, but this increasingly present and expansive north is also set specifically
against a geographically demarcated Franco-Roman core.105

QUADRIPARTITE GEOGRAPHIES AND THE CROSS

With this geographical foundation in place, we can now return to Glaber’s
re-evaluation of world geography and consider the cosmological context of
crucifixion imagery that underlies this vision. As a capstone to his discussion

100 Ghent MS 92, fol. 241r [D]: “Regna uero que sunt colore rubeo circumscripta ad
romanorum francorumque pertinent imperium.”

101 Oschema, Bilder von Europa (n. 2 above), 467; and Derolez, The Autograph Manu-
script, 152.

102 Derolez, The Autograph Manuscript, 164–67. Derolez is puzzled by this inclusion (152
and 166).

103 Ghent MS 92, fol. 238r [D]: “Tradunt nonnulli de Scanzia insula, que est Northwega,
Francos exordium habuisse, de qua Gothi exierunt, in qua est regio que adhuc Francia
nuncupatur.”

104 Ghent MS 92, fol. 239r [D]: “[Neustria] ex illo tempore uocata est Northmannia, eo
quod ab illis possessa est qui ex Northwega exierant.”

105 See more broadly Gautier Dalché, “Représentations géographiques” (n. 56 above),
69–71.
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of the conversion of the Normans and Hungarians in Book 1, Glaber offers
his prophetic vision of Christ’s crucifixion that serves to situate them within a
providential geography. Marveling at the conversion of faithless peoples (perfi-
darum . . . gentium) in the north and west, Glaber goes on to explain how
Christ’s orientation on Calvary predicted this state of affairs:

When He was hung from the cross the immature people of the east were
hidden behind His head, but the west was before His eyes, ready to be filled
with the light of the faith. So too His almighty right arm, extended for the
work of mercy, pointed to the north, which was to be mellowed by the holy
word of the faith, while His left was the lot of the south, which swarmed with
barbaric peoples.106

Despite the geographical resonance of north and west with notions of Europe, it is
important to note that this continental terminology does not play a role in
Glaber’s writing. Neither Asia nor Europe is mentioned and Africa appears to
be understood largely as the place where the Muslims live, since Glaber seems
to include both southern Italy and Spain within it.107

The use of the crucifixion in this context is hardly surprising. Although the rise
of crucifixion imagery in western Europe goes back to the ninth century, it gained
steam especially in monumental form from the later tenth century.108 This dove-
tails with the growth of pilgrimage to the Holy Land, noted by Glaber himself
among others, and the spread of relics of the passion, especially of the true
cross.109 This imagery is particularly fitting in the context of Glaber’s work,
which ties it both to the missionary context of the Normans and Hungarians as
well as to the eschatological significance of their conversion.110 Glaber’s presenta-
tion is based in the first instance on the cross’s extensive patristic and medieval

106 Historiae 1.5.24, ed. France, 42–43: “Nam cum retro illius uerticem suspensi tum
fuisset crudus nimium populis oriens, tunc etiam in eius oculorum conspectu lumine fidei
repleturus constitit occidens. Sic quoque omnipotentem ipsius dexteram ad misericordiae
opus extensam sacri uerbi fide mitis suscepit septentrio, eiusque leuam gentibus barbarorum
tumultuosus sortitur meridies.”

107 Historiae 2.7.13 and 4.7.22, ed. France, 74–75 and 206–209. France rightly makes this
point in reference to 2.7.13 (74–75 n. 2). Of seven uses, five immediately qualify the location
of Muslims: Historiae 1.4.8, 1.5.17, 2.9.18 (twice), and 4.7.22, ed. France, 18–19, 32–33, 82–
83, and 206–207. The other two references are fairly nebulous, but associate Africa with the
heat of the sun and deserts: Historiae 2.7.13 and 5.1.13, ed. France, 74–75 and 234–35.

108 John Howe, Before the Gregorian Reform: The Latin Church at the Turn of the First Mil-
lennium (Ithaca, 2016), 126–30.

109 Daniel F. Callahan, Jerusalem and the Cross in the Life and Writing of Ademar of Cha-
bannes (Leiden, 2016), 1–11; and Colin Morris, The Sepulchre of Christ and the Medieval West:
From the Beginning to 1600 (Oxford, 2005), 139–53.

110 Johannes Fried, “Endzeiterwartung um die Jahrtausendwende,” Deutsches Archiv für
Erforschung des Mittelalters 45 (1989): 381–473, at 450–61; Richard Landes, Relics, Apoca-
lypse, and the Deceits of History: Ademar of Chabannes, 989–1034 (Cambridge, MA, 1995),
285–308, esp. 302–308; and Callahan, Jerusalem and the Cross, 131–39.
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heritage as an image of the world or cosmos, closely linked to the acrostic inter-
pretation of “Adam” through the Greek cardinal directions: Anathole (east),
Disis (west), Arcton (north) and Mesembria (south).111 Christ’s orientation,
with his right to the north and left to the south, was influentially established in
the Latin tradition by Sedulius’s Carmen paschale, which presents the cross as
embracing the four cardinal regions of the world under Christ’s rule.112 An explicit
link between Sedulius’s use of the cross as a cosmological image and the Adam
acrostic is also made in the influential commentary of Remigius of Auxerre
(d. 908).113 The resonance of this connection can be clearly seen in at least one con-
temporary example of this schema depicted visually in an eleventh-century
monastic miscellany from Mouzon in north-western France.114 It depicts the cru-
cifixion, with north, south, and east marked on three ends of the cross in Greek
and Latin, and includes seven lines of mostly Leonine hexameter extolling the
redemption of “the four-cornered world,” in echo of Sedulius.115 A similar
motif, without reference to the Greek, also appears in a pair of Ottonian Evange-
liaries produced in Echternach around the 1030s, associated with the so-called
Gregormeister.116 These same threads are likewise brought together in Glaber’s
immediate context at Cluny. The cross was of central importance to the elev-
enth-century liturgy, standing as a cosmological signifier of Christ’s sovereignty.

111 Piotr Kochanek,Die Vorstellung vomNorden und der Eurozentrismus: Eine Auswertung
der patristischen und mittelalterlichen Literatur (Mainz, 2004), 161–218, esp. 208–13.

112 Sedulius, Paschale carmen 5.188–95, ed. Victoria Zimmerl-Panagl, in Sedulii Opera
Omnia ex recensione Johannis Huemer, CSEL 10 (Vienna, 2007), 128. Sedulius likewise
exerted influence via Hrabanus Maurus’s In honorem sanctae crucis. See Jeffrey Hamburger,
Diagramming Devotion: Berthold of Nuremberg’s Transformation of Hrabanus Maurus’s Poems
in Praise of the Cross (Chicago, 2020), 126.

113 Excerpta ex Remigii expositione in paschale carmen 5.158–208, ed. Zimmerl-Panagl,
352: “Positus ergo in cruce dominus uertice tenuit orientem, pedibus occidentem, dextra sep-
tentrionem, laeua meridiem. Hae sunt quattuor partes mundi, quae graece ita uocantur:
Oriens anathole, occidens disis, septentrio arctos, meridies mesimbria.”

114 Paris, BnF, lat. 5371, fol. 266v [D]. On this manuscript, see Patrick Gautier Dalché,
“Mappae mundi antérieures au XIIIe siècle dans les manuscrits latins de la Bibliothèque
nationale de France,” Scriptorium 52 (1998): 102–62, at 116–17. Compare Lucca, Biblioteca
Statale, MS 307, fol. 121v (ca. 1200), reproduced in Hamburger, Diagramming Devotion, 127.

115 Paris, BnF, lat. 5371, fol. 266v [D]: “In cruce quadratum redimis qui sanguine
mundum.” Compare Sedulius, Paschale carmen 5.190 and 195, ed. Zimmerl-Panagl, 128:
“Quattuor inde plagas quadrati colligat orbis [. . .] Et cruce conplexum Christus regit
undique mundum.” The last three lines are transcribed in Bénédictins du Bouveret, Colophons
de manuscrits occidentaux des origins au XVIe siècle, 6 vols. (Fribourg, 1973), 3:119 (no. 8374).

116 Paris, BnF, nouv. acq. lat. 2196, fol. 20r [D]; and Nuremberg, Germanisches National-
museum, Hs. 156142, fol. 113r [D]. See Ulrich Kuder, “Die Ottonen in der ottonischen Buch-
malerei: Identifikation und Ikonographie,” in Herrschaftsrepräsentation im ottonischen
Sachsen, ed. Gerd Althoff and Ernst Schubert (Sigmaringen, 1998), 137–234, at 145, nn.
27–28 and 153–54.
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The underlying universal geography and explicit imperial resonance are brought
together in Odilo’s own Sermo de sancta cruce.117 He links Mary’s anticipation of
the world’s salvation before the cross with the story of Helena and Constantine’s
conversion, after which “the faith and victory of the crucified Lord began to be
preached openly through every region of the world,” even beyond the bounds of
empire.118 In this way, the image of the crucifixion links the geographical and
eschatological universality of Christ’s kingdom.

The cosmological context of Glaber’s use of crucifixion imagery is further
underscored in the post-Cluniac revision to the first book. A paragraph on the
imperial regalia of Emperor Henry II (d. 1024) has been inserted between the con-
version of the Hungarians and the Calvary prophecy. Given its awkward place-
ment and evident relevance to Cluny, it has typically been interpreted as part
of this later revision.119 Glaber returns here to the theme of the imperial ascension,
discussing the pope’s role as its arbiter. This turns to an account of Henry’s imper-
ial orb (later given to Cluny) that Pope Benedict VIII commissioned “to be made
in an entirely allegorical form . . . like a golden apple surrounded on four sides (per
quadrum) with all the most precious jewels and surmounted by a golden cross.”120

This harkens back, of course, to the divine quaternity, itself framed both around

117 Dominique Iogna-Prat, “La croix, le moine et l’empereur: Dévotion à la croix et théo-
logie politique à Cluny autour de l’an Mil,” in Haut Moyen Age: Culture, éducation et société:
Études offertes à Pierre Riché, ed. Michel Sot (Paris, 1990), 449–475, at 456–61. Odilo likewise
cites Sedulius poeta evangelicus in this sermon on the behavior of Mary, mother of Jesus, at the
empty tomb. See Johannes Huemer, De Sedulii poetae vita et scriptis commentario (Vienna,
1878), 52.

118 Odilo of Cluny, Sermo 15, PL 142, col. 1032: “Inde coepit praedicari publice, Domino
annuente, et supradicto principe faciente, nullo contradicente, honor et virtus Christi, fides et
victoria Domini crucifixi per spatia cuncta mundi quousque tendebat potestas Romani
imperii, et non dicam usque ad terminos Romani imperii, sed quousque praedicatur majestas
divini et incarnati Verbi, et auctoritas mundi salutaris sancti Evangelii, quae viva et libera
voce intonat honorem et gloriam crucis et actus et mirabilia Domini crucifixi.” Compare Call-
ahan, Jerusalem and the Cross (n. 109 above), 40–45.

119 Sackur, “Studien über Rudolfus Glaber” (n. 54 above), 388. Compare France, “Intro-
duction” (n. 28 above), xxxix.

120 Historiae 1.5.23, ed. France, 40–41: “fieri iussum est admodum intellectuali specie
idem insigne. Precepit fabricari quasi aureum pomum, atque circumdari per quadrum pretio-
sissimis quibusque gemmis, ac desuper auream crucem inseri.” I have modified France’s
translation. On the orb, see esp. Ortigues and Iogna-Prat, “Raoul Glaber” (n. 33 above),
547 and 559–65; and Fried, “Endzeiterwartung” (n. 110 above), 455–56, esp. n. 310. By “sur-
rounded on four sides,” I take Glaber to be describing an orb similar to the ca. 1200 Reichs-
apfel preserved at the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna with two perpendicular
longitudinal bands, decorated with jewels, that intersect a latitudinal band at four points
along the equator. See Vienna, Schatzkammer, WS XIII 2 [D], reproduced in Percy Ernst
Schramm, Sphaira, Globus, Reichsapfel: Wanderung und Wandlung eines Herrschaftszeichens
von Caesar bis zu Elisabeth II (Stuttgart, 1958), fig. 76. Compare also the orb decorated
with a cross from the coronation scene in the early-eleventh century Bamberg Apocalypse:

TRADITIO166

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


the four regions of the world and allegorical ascent.121 But the coordination of
quadrum and cross also echoes once again the Sedulian image of the crucifix as
microcosm, embracing the four-quartered world (quadrati . . . orbis).122 Finally,
the use of “square” (quadrum) intensifies the cosmological metaphor by reference
to a representation of the universe (mundum) as a nested square and circle.123

Indeed, if this reading of quadrum is correct, it may be no coincidence that we
find a likewise cosmologically and eschatologically charged evocation of the
four cardinal points in Leo of Vercelli’s panegyric on the death of Otto III and cor-
onation of Henry II.124 In any case, the addition of this episode makes sense
within the broader thematic development of the first book after Glaber’s time
at Cluny. It establishes the analogy of the crucifix within this cosmological
frame and, through the introduction of Islam into the first book, the opposition
of northwest against southeast is set in sharper focus.

THE WEST WITH AND AGAINST THE NORTH

The cosmological context of Glaber’s crucifixion image, however, leaves the
particular spatiality somewhat ambiguous. Its narrower framing around the con-
version of the Normans and Hungarians suggests that it should be read in line
with a Romano-ecclesiastical conception of west as the sphere of the Roman
church and empire. We may compare this with the presentation of the west we
find in Bonizo of Sutri’s Liber ad amicum, written forty years after Glaber’s
death in 1046. Near the end of the second book, Bonizo employs some impressive
historical foreshortening to contrast those emperors after Constantine who ruled
in fear of God and in harmony with the bishops, and especially the pope, with
those who brought catastrophes on the empire by their disobedience. Under the
latter, we are told:

Bamberg, Staatsbibliothek, Msc. Bibl. 140, 59v [D], reproduced in Schramm, Sphaira,
fig. 52c.

121 Historiae 1.1.2, ed. France, 4–5: “ut per ea que uident oculi uel intelligit animus sub-
leuerat hominem eruditum ad simplicem Deitatis intuitum.”

122 Sedulius, Paschale carmen 5.190, ed. Zimmerl-Panagl (n. 112 above), 128.
123 Barbara Obrist, “Wind Diagrams and Medieval Cosmology,” Speculum 72 (1997): 33–

84, at 57–66. See, for example, Hrabanus Maurus, De universo 12.2, PL 111, col. 333B; and
Cologne, Diözesanbibliothek, Cod. 83-II, fol. 84r [D], reproduced in Obrist, “Wind Dia-
grams,” 60.

124 Leo of Vercelli, Versus de Ottone et Heinrico 4–5, ed. Karl Strecker, MGH, Poetae Latini
medii aevi 5.1 (Leipzig, 1937), 481: “Regnorum robur periit, quando Otto cecidit; / Dum Otto
noster moritur, mors in mundo oritur, / Mutavit celum faciem et terra imaginem. / Plangat
ignitus oriens, crudus ploret occidens, / Sit aquilo in cinere, planctus in meridie, / Sit
mundus in tristitia; nostra, fuge, cithara!” On the apocalyptic resonance, see Levi Roach,
“Emperor Otto III and the End of Time,” Transactions of the Royal Historical Society 23
(2013): 75–102, at 86.
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a Persian army invaded Mesopotamia and the most evil race of the Saracens with-
drew the whole of Africa, Marmarica, Libya, Egypt, Arabia, Judea and Phoenicia
from Roman control. From the north the savagery of the Huns, the storm of the
Goths and the hurricane of the Vandals devastated the whole of the west, while
the tenth horn of the beast, that is, the fury of the Lombards, drawn from the
sheath of the Lord’s wrath, invaded the Italian regions.125

Bonizo does not provide an explicit geographical framework here and in all like-
lihood the references to north and west are drawn directly from Paul the Deacon.
The passage nevertheless presents a quadripartite world geography. Bonizo begins
in the east with the Persians andMesopotamia and thenmoves to Islam, which like
Glaber he associates in the first instance with Africa, moving eastward through the
provinces of Africa and then western Asia. Bonizo then introduces the northern
peoples, drawing on the traditional picture of their invasion of the western
empire.126 The west remains therefore the region directly associated with the Chris-
tian-Roman synthesis that suffers the results of disordered rulership.

This sort of opposition between north and west can be found in Glaber’s own
account of the Normans in Book 1. Their introduction is strikingly similar to
the traditional account of the northern Huns invading the west: “At this time
also the people of Gaul suffered equally terrible afflictions through the attacks
of the Normans. These people were called Normans because, originally, out of
love of plunder, they left the north to make a bold assault on the west.”127 As
Glaber goes on to explain, their name itself is a combination of words “north”
and “man” in their own language.128 The narrative continues with Hasting and
the history of the early Norman dukes, who successively ravage the peoples of
Gaul for almost a hundred years. This sorry state of affairs is directly related to
the post-Carolingian theme of the first half of the book, since Glaber makes

125 Bonizo of Sutri, Liber ad amicam 2, ed. Ernst Dümmler, MGH, Libelli de lite 1 (Berlin,
1890), 575: “Quorum temporibus et Persarum exercitus Mesopotamiam invasit; et Sarrace-
norum pessima gens omnem Africam et Marmaricam et Lybiam et Egyptum et Arabiam
et Iudeam et Fenicem a Romana subtraxit ditione. Ab aquilone vero Hunorum feritas et
Gothica tempestas et Guandalorum procella omnem vastavit occidentem, quandiu
decimum cornu bestie, Longobardica scilicet rabies, de vagina furoris Domini extracta, Ita-
licas invasit regiones.”; trans. I. S. Robinson, The Papal Reform of the Eleventh Century: Lives
of Pope Leo IX and Pope Gregory VII (Manchester, 2004), 167.

126 See esp. Paul the Deacon,Historia Romana 14.2, ed. Amedeo Crivellucci (Rome, 1914),
191. Compare Jordanes, Getica 34.178–36.191, ed. Theodor Mommsen, MGH, Auctores anti-
quissimi 5.1 (Berlin, 1882), 104–108. For its late eleventh-century import, see Sigebert of
Gembloux, Chronica 453, ed. Bethmann (n. 26 above), 309.

127 Historiae 1.5.18, ed. France, 32–33: “Prescripto igitur tempore non minor clades in
Galliarum populis Normannorum infestatione extitit hostium. Qui uidelicet Normanni
nomen inde sumpsere, quoniam raptus amore primitus egressi ex aquilonaribus partibus
audacter occidentalem petiere plagam.”

128 On this etymology, see Kochanek, Die Vorstellung vom Norden und der Eurozentrismus
(n. 111 above), 350, n. 119.
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sure to note that these events took place during “the interval between the collapse
of the emperors and kings of Italy and Gaul and their restoration.”129 Thus,
straining somewhat against the facts, this narrative arc is brought to a rather
abrupt conclusion when Duke Richard of Burgundy (d. 921), father of the previ-
ously hailed King Rudolf, defeats the Normans in battle, bringing their incursions
to an end and leading to a swift conversion to Christianity.130

This opposition of north and west is a consistent feature throughout the His-
tories. Although the remainder of references to the west in the text pertain to
natural signs, in all but one case we find a strikingly similar pattern of spatial
association between north and west.131 The next most prominent example is
the whale portent that opens Book 2. After a brief introduction on the succession
of Hugh Capet, Glaber explains the fortuity of such a king at a time when “fore-
told by signs amongst the elements” the church faced grave disasters.132 Without
delay the book turns to the first such sign: a whale is seen off the coast of Nor-
mandy, so large it seemed like an island, and we are told that many witnessed
its passing, which lasted until the third hour of the day. This leads into a long
digression on the story of St. Brendan. More interestingly for our purposes,
when introducing the whale’s sighting, Glaber specifies that “it passed from the
north to the west.”133 In isolation one might read this as a mere description of
leaving the North Sea via the English Channel, but there is a much clearer
reason for this specification: it determines the signification of the sign. The
whale serves explicitly as a harbinger of war: “After this portent of the ocean,
war broke out in all the West, not just in Gaul but also in the islands across the
sea.”134 The image of the whale is nothing new to Christianity. As the reference
to St. Brendan already highlights, it was an established feature of northern
French and insular literary culture since at least the tenth century.135 In this

129 Historiae 1.5.19–20, ed. France, 34–35: “per interualla defunctorum regum seu imper-
atorum tam in Italia quam in Galliis priusquam restaurarentur sepius contigerunt.”

130 See France in Rodulfus Glaber Opera (n. 28 above), 36–37, nn. 1–2. On King Rudolf,
see Historiae 1.2.6, ed. France, 14–15.

131 On natural portents, see Thomas Wozniak, Naturereignisse im frühen Mittelalter: Das
Zeugnis der Geschichtsschreibung vom 6. bis 11. Jahrhundert (Berlin, 2020); and C. S. Watkins,
History and the Supernatural in Medieval England (Cambridge, 2007), 47–55. On Glaber spe-
cifically, see András Vadas, “Volcanoes, Meteors and Famines: The Perception of Nature in the
Writings of an Eleventh-Century Monk,” Medium Aevum Quotidianum 61 (2010): 5–26.

132 Historiae 2.1.1, ed. France, 50–51: “elementorum etiam signis preeuntibus.”
133 Historiae 2.2.2, ed. France, 50–51: “cetus [. . .] egrediens scilicet a septentrionali plaga

in occidentalem.”
134 Historiae 2.2.3, ed. France, 54–55: “Preterea uiso, ut dicere cepimus, Oceani portento,

exorsus est bellicus tumultus in uniuersa occidentali orbis plaga, uidelicet tam in regionibus
Galliarum quam in transmarinis Oceani insulis.”

135 Jan M. Ziolkowski, Fairy Tales from Before Fairy Tales: The Medieval Latin Past of
Wonderful Lies (Ann Arbor, 2007), 67–91.

POST‐CAROLINGIAN GEOGRAPHIES OF NORTH AND WEST IN RODULFUS GLABER 169

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/tdo.2023.1


context, Jan Ziolkowski emphasizes the whale’s longstanding negative associa-
tions with hell and treachery, in connection with the story of Jonah and the Phy-
siologus tradition, in his analysis of the tenth-century monk Letaldus’s De quodam
piscatore quem ballena absorbuit. Ziolkowski likewise suggests that Glaber’s own use
of the whale as a portent of war draws upon these same associations.136 While this
is certainly a plausible backdrop here, we find no suggestion of it in the text itself.
Indeed, in Glaber’s rendition of St. Brendan’s voyage, it is the whale itself that
carries them east to the island “more favoured and more beautiful than any
other.”137 This is hardly what we would expect from an inherent sign of evil.

The invocation of the north, by contrast, is very clearly connected with themes
of violence and warfare. We have already seen this in Glaber’s warlike character-
ization of northern peoples like the Normans, Hungarians, and Liutici, but it per-
vades the use of the north as a theme throughout the text. While the portents of
the natural world rarely, if ever, presage good fortune for the medieval chronicler,
signs that Glaber associates with the north are consistently connected with
warfare. A few chapters after the whale story in Book 2, for example, before
King Robert allied with Richard II of Normandy and marched on Burgundy,
Glaber reports the shape of a great dragon in the sky, flying from north to
south.138 Likewise, before Glaber’s somewhat confused account of the French
king’s invasion during the Burgundian civil war, Bruno of Langres has a dream
of horsemen assembled for battle, marching from the north to the west.139

Glaber is not alone among eleventh-century authors in drawing this sort of con-
nection. Sigebert of Gembloux, for example, editorializes the signs preceding
the invasion of Attila the Hun, chief among them being a burning red sky to
the north, explaining that these were no idle occurrences, but portents of
coming events.140 So also with Glaber’s whale, the association with north and
west is no idle comment, but speaks directly to the interpretation of the sign.
Indeed, while Glaber does not specifically describe either Cnut or Conan, who
instigate the respective wars in Britain and Gaul, as northern, they are portrayed
within a similar framework of barbarity. After Cnut goes to war with the emi-
nently Christian king of the Scots, Malcolm (d. 1034), Glaber explains that

136 Ziolkowski, Fairy Tales, 80–81.
137 Historiae 2.2.2, ed. France, 52–53: “ad insulam ceterarum speciosissimam atque omni

amenitate gratiosissimam.”
138 Historiae 2.8.15, ed. France, 78–79. The south, in this sign, may refer to the subse-

quent incursion of Muslims through Spain to the southern boundary of Gaul (Historiae
2.8.18, ed. France, 82–83).

139 Historiae 5.6, ed. France, 222–23. On Glaber’s confusion, see France inRodulfus Glaber
Opera (n. 28 above), 222–23, n. 3.

140 Sigebert of Gembloux, Chronica 452, ed. Bethmann (n. 26 above), 309. Compare
Hydatius, Continuatio chronicorum Hieronymianorum 149, ed. Theodor Mommsen, MGH,
Auctores antiquissimi 11 (Berlin, 1894), 26.
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Cnut prolonged this strife, only ending “his barbarous behavior” due to the per-
suasion of Richard of Rouen, framing the incident as an example of God’s expul-
sion of discord.141 Likewise,Glaber provides a prolongeddescription of thebarbarity
(omni prorsus urbanitate uacui) of theBretons bywayof prelude to Conan’s strifewith
Fulk of Anjou, associating them with the consumption of milk, inane chatter, and
their traditional vice, anger.142 By contrast, the one other reference to the west
and the only one not associated with the north, is likewise the only one unrelated
to warfare. During the reign of King Robert, Glaber notes that “a star of the sort
called a comet appeared in the western sky” for three months from September.143

Shortly after there was a great fire on Mont-Saint-Michel and Abbo of Fleury (d.
1004) was martyred at the hands of quarreling monks. Finally, the comet may also
relate to the synods in Italy and Gaul that close this chapter. The significance of
the north, therefore, is not merely geographical, but characteristic of the violent
discord produced by barbarous peoples which is held in check by Christian rulership.
It is against this discord that the west stands as a site of Christian order.

In all these examples, we can see a clear geographical focal point for Glaber’s
west: Gaul. This toponym not only serves Glaber as the main overarching term
for broadly modern France, but also represents a geography with which Glaber
personally identifies.144 Except for the analogy of the cross, all references to the
west more or less centrally involve Gaul. This is most evident in the emergence
of the Normans, whose harrying of Gaul is immediately paraphrased as an
attack on the west.145 The wars in the west likewise include Britain, whose
close proximity to Gaul at least in Glaber’s mind can be seen also in the spread
of famine in Book 4 out of the east, from Greece to Italy, then from Gaul to
England.146 More important, however, is what the west often seems to leave out
for Glaber. There is at best a tenuous connection with Italy through its potential
association with the western location of Halley’s comet, and no connection what-
soever with the Saxons or Germans. Indeed, the latter are specifically presented as
northern Christians in proximity to Raetia Secunda.147 We should nevertheless be

141 Historiae 2.2.3, ed. France, 54–57, at 54–55: “omni prorsus deposita feritate.”
142 Historiae 2.3.4, ed. France, 56–59. On the ira Brittonum, see Weeda, Ethnicity inMedi-

eval Europe (n. 44 above), 144, 173, and 259–69.
143 Historiae 3.3.9, ed. France, 110–11: “Apparuit igitur prefati regis tempore in occiden-

talis aeris parte stella que uocatur cometis.”
144 Historiae 3.5.17, ed. France, 122–23: “nostrum, id est Gallicanum, territorium”; and

Bernd Schneidmüller, Nomen Patriae: Die Entstehung Frankreichs in der politisch-geogra-
phischen Terminologie (10.-13. Jahrhundert) (Sigmaringen, 1987), 64–65.

145 Historiae 1.5.18, ed. France, 32–33, quoted at n. 127, above.
146 Historiae 4.4.10, ed. France, 188–89: “Ceperat enim primitus hec sterilitas ultionis in

partibus Orientis; depopulando Greciam deuenit in Italiam, dehinc infusa per Gallias transiit
ad uniuersos Anglorum populos.”

147 Historiae 4.9.23, ed. France, 208–209.
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cautious not to overdetermine the scope of the west in Glaber’s imagination, as the
geographical signification of the cardinal points is typically determined by
context in the first instance and often defies straightforward or consistent
spatial classification.

Glaber’s persistent association of occidens with Gaul nevertheless has some
implications for Glaber’s geography of the orbis Romanus, which can be cast in
high relief by another poignant omission. It was Fischer’s argument that from
the eleventh century the language of east and west took on an exclusively
Roman sense, citing Glaber’s comments about the former division of the
Roman world as the paradigm example: “It is certain that in former times the
dominant empire of the whole world was divided, so that as Rome bore the
primacy over all the Latin lands, so Constantinople was the separate capital of
the Greeks and other peoples who live in the eastern lands beyond the sea.”148

While Glaber does, at least by association, situate Constantinople and the
Greeks in the east, the omission of a spatial designation for the Latins as in the
west is telling. Neither here, nor elsewhere in the text, does Glaber use this termin-
ology to refer to the Roman Empire or its western division in any clear or unam-
biguous manner. Rather, especially given the exclusion of Italy and Germania,
regions central to Glaber’s geography of the Romanum imperium, it seems that
the core geographical and political association of occidens for Glaber is not
Roman, but Frankish. The west’s association, therefore, with imperial dignity
and Christian order comes not from a Romano-ecclesiastical use of the termin-
ology, but by way of its connection with the sphere of influence of the regnum
Francorum.149 In this way, just like the north, the west connotes a particular
sort of space in the world, one that is for Glaber associated with the rulership
of Frankish kings and Christianity, more than a clearly defined geographical
region.

It is precisely in this capacity that the west is best understood through its per-
sistent opposition with the north. In contrast with the dominant paradigm of
oppositional pairs, through which the west has been understood to be constituted
in opposition to the east, the post-Carolingian conception of European geography
constructs the west as a space of Christian activity through the much more tan-
gible opposition to the north. This brings us back one final time to Glaber’s

148 Historiae 1.4.16, ed. France, 30–31: “Constat igitur ab anterioribus illud principale
totius orbis imperium fuisse diuisum, scilicet ut quemadmodum uniuersae Latinitatis
Roma gerere deberet principatum, ita Constantinopolis tam Grecorum speciale caput in
transmarinis orientis partibus quam ceterorum.” See Fischer, Oriens — Occidens — Europa
(n. 6 above), 112: “Neben die gewohnte Terminologie ‘Oriens-Occidens’, die nun auch auss-
chließlich in römischen Sinne gebraucht wird, treten endgültig die schärfer trennenden Aus-
drücke ‘Graeci-Romani’.”

149 Compare Schneidmüller, Nomen Patriae, 66–67; Gabriele, Empire of Memory (n. 46
above), 97–128; and Werner, “Das hochmittelalterliche Imperium” (n. 40 above), 14–18.
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analogy of the cross. Unlike the other examples in the text, the north and west are
here presented as coordinate regions, linked by providential favor. Given its likely
inclusion in the first redaction, we may well ask whether this reflects more upon
William of Volpiano’s vision of the world, since it brings together both William’s
activity in Normandy and opposition to the pretensions of the eastern church, as
seen in his letter from Book 4.150 In a broader sense, however, we need not view
this alternation between opposition and alignment as inconsistent. Within the ori-
ginal three-book structure, the opposition of north and west becomes pointedly
metaphorical after the prophecy of the Cross. Although the north continues to
connote the function of discord in the world, it is not used to describe an actual
region, but to characterize the activity of different groups in the context of a
rightly ordered Christian society or perhaps more often in its failure. It is only
with the addition of the fourth book that a literal north returns in Conrad II’s
battle against the Liutici.

On a broader level, though, Glaber’s geography remains enigmatic and difficult
to pin down. It is clear that the four cardinal regions of the world are fundamental
to his mental geography and provided a foundation for both historical and theo-
logical reflection on the state of the world. Yet, the particular scope and signifi-
cance of these regions often appears idiosyncratic or even inconsistent. This is
perhaps unsurprising for a work that developed over decades, across a variety of
monasteries, over at least two redactions, and with some evident shifts in author-
ial perception (even bracketing the issue of William’s influence). The quantity of
material Glaber provides, however, is unfortunately insufficient to draw strong
conclusions about how these different factors interact in his own geography.
Nevertheless, if my argument here holds, a clear conclusion can be drawn.
Despite his intermittent interest in the eastern empire and Church, Glaber’s per-
ception of the west is not based in an opposition between east and west. These
terms are not used for discussion of the Church, nor does their use indicate such
a context. Rather, however idiosyncratic we judge Glaber’s perception of Africa
or the location of Raetia, his overarching geographical vision sits comfortably
within a set of reasonably well-charted trends in the post-Carolingian world. In
keeping with such a context, Glaber’s political geography is based solidly in a
Germano-Frankish core and its relationship with a plurality of gentes, both the
peoples of Christendom and the mostly northern peoples against which it is situ-
ated. But while the west builds upon this picture, representing a site of Christian
activity, for Glaber it is not simply synonymous with either empire or Christianity.
Rather, it evokes these notions through the geographical context of Gaul and
Frankish rulership. Thus, while Glaber’s prophecy of the Cross anticipates some

150 Historiae 4.1.3, ed. France, 174–75; and Sackur, “Studien über Rudolfus Glaber”
(n. 54 above), 388.
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ideas of western unity and election that would find forceful presentation in the
wake of the First Crusade, as well as potentially hinting at a nascent notion of
European identity, in the context of his work it represents a more closely Carolin-
gian conception of world geography, standing not against Islam or the east, but
against a still threatening north.
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