
Corrigendum APT (2000), vol. 6, p. 159Advances in Psychiatric Treatment (2000), vol. 6, p.  159

Corrigendum

Drummond, C & Ghodse, H (1999) Use of investig-
ations in the diagnosis and management of alcohol
use disorders. APT, 5, 366–375. The second para-
graph, first column, p. 368 should read: “The specif-
icity of a test is the extent to which it only identifies

‘true negatives’ and minimises ‘false positives’. In the
same hypothetical screening study, a test that has a
specificity of 90% will correctly classify 90% of ‘true
negatives’ as not misusing alcohol.” The authors
apologise for any confusion that may have arisen.
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DrugsDrugsDrugsDrugsDrugs
Dilemmas and ChoicesDilemmas and ChoicesDilemmas and ChoicesDilemmas and ChoicesDilemmas and Choices

By a Working Party of the Royal College of Psychiatrists
and the Royal College of Physicians

The ‘drug problem’ is getting steadily worse. Convictions for drug offences, number of known
addicts and Customs seizures have been rising inexorably for 40 years.  So has the number
of young people using illegal drugs. Similar changes are occurring in other countries and
the vast international drug trade defies all attempts to suppress it. Yet, remarkably, there is
almost no public discussion of current control policies.

This book, written by a multi-disciplinary group of experts, aims to stimulate an informed
debate about the possible alternatives to these unsuccessful policies. It describes the
historical reasons why alcohol and tobacco are legal while heroin and amphetamine are not.
It discusses the reasons why people use drugs, the consequences of their doing so and the
benefits and limitations of treatment. The authors investigate the lessons to be learnt from
previous attempts to curb drug and alcohol use, how the 1.4 billion pounds that the UK
Government currently devotes to drug control might be better spent in future, and what
would be likely to happen if cannabis, or even heroin, were to be ‘legalised’.

There are no easy answers.  Read this book and draw your own conclusions.

March 2000, £9.50, Paperback, ISBN 1 901242 42 0
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Affective and Non-Psychotic Disorders
Recent Topics from Advances in Psychiatric Treatment: Volume 2

EDITED BY ALAN LEE

The second volume discusses the evidence-based assessment of deliberate self-harm, and covers the
special problems of general psychiatric practice when alcohol misuse and severe personality disorder
complicate the picture. Chapters relating to depressive disorders begin by focusing on opportunities
for psycho-social prevention, and liaison with primary care. There are comparisons of “old” and
“new” antidepressants, and reviews of strategies for preventing relapse and recurrence, and managing
resistant depression. The special problems of emergency treatment and depression in older patients
are identified.

There are expert overviews of brief dynamic psychotherapy, cognitive approaches to treatment, lithium
therapy and modern ECT practice. Many chapters emphasise the importance of the rational integration
of biological and psychological treatments. There is helpful advice on the specific problems in managing
obsessive compulsive and eating disorders, in dealing with somatisation, and in providing support
and treatment for the victims of severe trauma.

October 1999, £15.00, Paperback, ISBN 1 901242 17 X

Acute Psychosis, Schizophrenia and Comorbid Disorders
Recent topics from Advances in Psychiatric Treatment Volume 1

EDITED BY ALAN LEE

This new series brings together popular articles from the Royal College of Psychiatrists’ Continuing
Professional Development Journal: Advances in Psychiatric Treatment. These have been updated to provide
systematic, authoritative, and well referenced accounts of key clinical topics relating to modern therapeutic
practice. Taken together, the first two volumes of this series cover most of the key challenges which
present in day to day general adult psychiatric practice. Whilst aimed at all senior psychiatric trainees,
their teachers, and other mental health professionals, the books should be especially useful for trainees
preparing for part II of the Royal College of Psychiatrists membership examinations.

The first volume covers the management of acutely disturbed in-patients, drug and psychosexual
approaches to the treatment of schizophrenia, and the problems of comorbid substance misuse and
homlessness. There are chapters on risk and childbirth, psychoses in the elderly, and the special problems
of identifying and treating psychiatric disorders in those with learning disability. There is also practical
advice on assessing fitness to be interviewed by the police, and on preparing medico-legal reports.

September 1998, £15.00, 152pp, ISBN 1 901242 16 1

Gaskell books are available from:

Book Sales, Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17 Belgrave Square, London SW1X
8PG. Telephone +44 (0)20 7235 2351 ext. 146, fax +44 (0)20 7245 1231.
Credit card orders can be taken over the telephone.
See the latest information on College publications on the Internet at:
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