
to “produce value”; (iii) an influence of organizational factors on
clinical evidence-based decision-making. This pragmatic frame-
work was designed within the IMPACT HTA EU Horizon 2020
Research Project.

Results. The contextual dimensions are ascribable to five domains:
organizational structure; managerial accounting tools; information,
communication and technology (ICT) tools; human resource man-
agement (HRM) tools; hospital-based HTA procedures. The
impact of contextual factors on technologies’ ability to produce
value is highly overlooked in literature. Some effort in this sense
exists only in the analysis of health information technologies.
Moreover, among the contextual dimensions, only HRM tools
have inspired a lively debate. The definition of hospital perfor-
mance is amenable to multiple domains: accessibility, appropriate-
ness, efficiency, safety and patient centeredness (continuity of care).

Conclusions. Although hospital performance is a pivotal topic in
the healthcare sector, a deep understanding of how contextual factors
may affect it is missing. The theoretical framework developed pro-
vides a tool to understand the multiple dimensions able to affect hos-
pital performance. On one hand contextual dimensions may provide
a direct effect on hospital performance. On the other, they may affect
the extent to which technologies are capable of producing value.

OP72 HTA Beyond 2020 In China： HB-HTA
Rising Up In Tertiary Hospitals

Xia Lin (linxia0423@126.com), Fei Bai, Lanting Lv
and Xiaoxiao Qin

Introduction. Health technology assessment (HTA) was intro-
duced into China more than 20 years ago and has developed rap-
idly recently. While only recently has the concept of
hospital-based health technology assessment (HB-HTA) attracted
attention in China. The purpose of this study is to investigate the
views of government officials, decision makers and relevant stake-
holders in the management and application of medical technolo-
gies in hospitals, within the environment of Health System
Reform in China. We analysed the current situation and identified
obstacles and prospects of HB-HTA in Chinese tertiary hospitals.

Methods. We conducted semi-structured interviews in 8 prov-
inces in Eastern, Central and Western China; in 2 to 4 tertiary
public hospitals in each province. We interviewed doctors, nurses,
and Chiefs in hospitals, and key informants in the National
Center for Medical Service Administration.

Results. A total of 98 people participated in the panel discussions
and interviews. We found that:

1. China’s tertiary public hospitals have embraced HB-HTA,
and various hospitals have performed different forms of
HB-HTA (including ambassador model, Mini-HTA model,
and internal committee model). However, the assessment
process, standards, and methods are yet to be standardized.

2. ThepromotionofHB-HTA inChina’s tertiarypublic hospitals
has remarkable external incentives and internal advantages.

3. The lack of HB-HTA professionals, improvements in cogni-
tion level, and evidence-based decision-making models and

management culture hinders the development of HB-HTA
in China.

Conclusions. HB-HTA is in high demand in China, especially in
tertiary hospitals. It will continue to develop rapidly over the next
decade along with the development of China’s HTA. HB-HTA
will complement the national HTA to jointly extend the
Chinese HTA system.

OP74 Stoma Cover Use By Fully
Laryngectomized Patients

Simon Deblois (simon.deblois.chum@ssss.gouv.qc.ca),
Sylvain L’Espérance, Martin Coulombe, Luigi Lepanto
and Marc Rhainds

Introduction. The use of stoma covers has been a common clin-
ical practice for laryngectomized patients for several years. In the
province of Québec, Canada, laryngectomized patients can obtain
stoma covers through a dedicated program providing them with
medical supplies and voice re-education services. For many
years, the program’s supply has included cloth and/or foam cov-
ers, but the supply of Heat and Moisture Exchangers (HME) has
been limited. Two hospital-based HTA units joined their expertise
to assess the opportunity of providing HMEs to more patients,
depending on their clinical characteristics.

Methods. Their joined assessment rested on a systematic review
(SR) and a field assessment. The systematic review aimed at
assessing the efficacy, clinical effectiveness and safety of various
types of stoma covers. The field inquiries intended to assess the
perceptions of clinicians and managers towards stoma covers in
clinical practice.

Results. We included 27 studies in the SR. Most of them
appraised the clinical effectiveness or safety of HME filters.
Their methodological quality was very low with potential con-
flicts of interest whereas many studies were financed by the
industry. The heterogeneity of study designs, expected outcomes
and paucity of comparative studies prevented the pooling of
results. Industry sponsorship appeared to be an important
issue, since 17 of the included studies were sponsored. The SR
did not provide conclusive evidence concerning the efficacy,
clinical effectiveness and safety of the various types of stoma
covers. The field inquiries intended to assess the perceptions
of clinicians and managers towards stoma covers in clinical prac-
tice. It showed that industry representatives are quite active in
clinical settings, promoting their products. Clinicians’ opinions
and preferences were coherent with the systematic review main
observations: in a context where the quality of the evidence is
low, clinicians’ recommendations of stoma protectors for laryn-
gectomies are mainly based on their professional experience and
academic training.

Conclusions. Future research of high methodological quality
would strengthen the evidence concerning the relative efficacy
and safety of different stoma protectors. These studies would
help define evidence-based allocation criteria and set parameters
so that the choice of a stoma protector is best adapted to a laryn-
gectomized patients’ condition.
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