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between light and radial-velocity curves for both the main and the beat period is highly 
significant, although it cannot be commented upon here. 

The remarkable beat period of od-38 shows that the star is pulsating with two periods 
of about QO-ii2 and od-o86, the corresponding amplitudes being of thesame order. It is 
well known that many RR Lyrae variables show two periods which combine to give 
a beat period, which is, however, rather large (from 60 to 1000 times the main period); 
this is in satisfactory agreement with the simplified theory of the coupling of two modes M. 
According to this theory, if a star possesses two modes whose frequences are in the ratio 
i :2, approximately, and if the first of them is excited, a second frequency equal to the 
difference of the two will be excited by resonance. According to this kind of coupling 
the star will ultimately pulsate with two almost equal frequencies; one obtains thus 
rather long beat periods hi agreement with observations. 

This kind of coupling, however, cannot hold in the case of AI Velorum, due to the 
large difference between the excited frequency and, consequently, to the shortness of the 
beat period. It is therefore possible that the observations of AI Velorum might oblige 
us to revise the theory of excitation and coupling of modes in a pulsating star, which is 
of course, admittedly, in a quite provisional state. . 
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13. EMISSION LINES IN THE SPECTRA OF LONG-PERIOD VARIABLE STARS 

By PAUL W. MERRILL. (Presented by I. S. Bowen) 

It is remarkable that bright hydrogen lines, requiring 13 volts for their production, 
should appear in the spectra of objects as cool as long-period variables. The reversing 
layer and the photosphere, with temperatures of about 2000°, have nothing like the 
necessary amount of energy to offer. The curious irregularities in the Balmer series do 
not yield the interpretation; it is now clear that they are due to absorption by overlying 
gases. This fact indicates one important item, namely, that the origin of the bright lines 
is not in an extended outer atmosphere, but in a level lying near, and even partly below, 
the photosphere. 

The bright lines of neutral metallic atoms that have been identified include those of 
Mg, AI, Si, Sc, Ca, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni, Ga, Zr, and In. Among the ionized lines are those of 
Ca, Ti, Mn, Fe, and Sr, and probably the Mg 11 lines near 2800 A. The Mg 11 lines cannot 
be observed directly because the Earth’s atmosphere shuts them out, but their presence 
is inferred by fluorescent effects. Forbidden lines of Fe 11 also are present, but the 
occurrence of those of other elements is doubtful. " 

One point about the behaviour of the.numerous bright lines should be emphasized. 
Their relative intensities are not symmetrical with respect to the maximum of the 

light curve, or in fact with respect to any other phase. (Some text-books are in error on 
this point.) . , 
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