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The opening volume of Professor Vucinich’s Science in Russian Culture was
published in 1963, and noticed in IRSH, IX (1964), p. 360. The present
volume covers the era of Mendeleev and Pavlov, when Russia began to make
substantial contributions to international science in spite of obstruction by
the political authorities. Apart from the exact sciences, the author deals with
philosophy (including Kropotkin and Plechanov), succeeding once again in
presenting a wealth of information in a most readable manner.
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In this attractive series, Lenin, too, receives a biographical treatment that is
vivified by many quotations and well-chosen pictural illustrations. Mr Weber
has made use only of German translations of Russian writings, but this does
not seem to constitute a serious obstacle. The description of Lenin’s life is
excellent; somewhat less satisfactory is the analysis of theoretical problems;
the relationship Marxism-Leninism, e.g., is rather neglected.
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