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This Society has been started in order to render accessible to
students the rich stores of the earliest Buddhist literature now
lying unedited and practically unused in the various MSS.
scattered throughout the University and other Public Libraries
of Europe.

The historical importance of these Texts can scarcely be
exaggerated, either in respect of their value for the history of
folk-lore, or of religion, or of language. It is already certain
that they were all put into their present form within a very
limited period, probably extending to less than a century and a
half (about B.C. 400-250). For that period they have preserved
for us a record, quite uncontaminated by filtration through any
European mind, of the every-day beliefs and customs of a people
nearly related to ourselves, just as they were passing through the
first stages of civilization. They are our best authorities for the
early history of that interesting system of religion so nearly
allied to some of the latest speculations among ourselves, and
which has influenced so powerfully, and for so long a time, so
great a portion of the human race—the system of religion which
we now call Buddhism. The sacred books of the early Budd-
hists have preserved to us the sole record of the only religious

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00033475 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0035869X00033475


2 Pali Text Society.

movement in the world's history which bears any close resem-
blance to early Christianity. In the history of speech they contain
unimpeachable evidence of a stage in language midway between
the Vedic Sanskrit and the various modern forms of speech in
India. In the history of Indian literature there is nothing older
than these works, excepting only the Vedic writings; and all the
later classical Sanskrit literature has been profoundly influenced
by the intellectual struggle of which they afiord the only direct
evidence. It is not, therefore, too much to say that the publi-
cation of this unique literature will be no less important for the
study of history—whether anthropological, philological, literary, or
religious—than the publication of the Vedas has already been.

The whole will occupy about twenty thousand pages 8vo. Of
these 16,200 pages have already appeared. The accession of about
fifty new members would make it possible to issue 1,000 pages
every year.

The Subscription to the Society is only One Guinea a
year, or Five Guineas for six years, payable in advance. Each
subscriber receives, post free, the publications of the Society,
which cost a good deal more than a guinea to produce.

It is hoped that persons who are desirous to aid the publication
of these important historical texts, but who do not themselves
read Pali, will give Donations to be spread if necessary over a
term of years. Nearly £400 has already been thus given to the
Society by public-spirited friends of historical research.

*#* Subscriptions for 1905 are due, and it is earnestly requested
that subscribers will send in their payments without putting the Chairman
to the expense and trouble of personally ashing for them. All who can
conveniently do so should send the Five Guineas for six years, to
their own benefit and that of the Society also.

The Society keeps no books, and its publications cannot in any
case be sent to subscribers who have not already paid their sub-
scriptions for the year.

Cheques and Pod Office Orders should he made payable to the "Pali
Text Society." (Address: Harboro' Orange, AsMon-on-Mersey,
Cheshire.)
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DR. J . COLLIS BROWNE'S
CHLORODYNE.

COUGHS.

COLDS.

CHLORODYNE
CHLORODYNE
CHLORODYNE
CHLORODYNE
CHLORODYNE
CHLORODYNE

g ASTHMA.

5 BRONCHITIS.

is admitted by the profession to be the most wonderful and
valuable remedy ever discovered.

is the best remedy known for Coughs, Colds, Consumption,
Bronobitis, Asthma.

effectually checks and arrests those too often fatal diseases:
Diphtheria, Fever, Croup, Ague.

acts like a charm in Diarrhoea, and is the only specific in Cholera
and Dysentery.

effectually cuts short all attacks of Epilepsy, Hysteria,
Palpitation, and Spasms.

is the only palliative in Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Gout, Cancer,
Toothache, and Meningitis.

The ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS of September 28, 1895, saye:

" H I were asked which single medicine I Bhould prefer to take abroad with me, as
likely to be most generally useful, to the exclusion of all others, I should say CHLOKODYNB.
I never travel without it, and its general applicability to the relief of a large numuer of
simple ailments forms its best recommendation."

None genuine without the words " Dr. J. Collis Browne's Chlorodyne " on the stamp.
Overwhelming Medical testimony accompanies each bottle.

* Of all Chemists, 1/1$, 2/9, AND 4/6.

Sole Manufacturers:

J. T. DAVENPORT, Limited, LONDON
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ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY
or

GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND.
22, Albemarle Street, Piccadilly, JV.

Special JSotice.

THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY publishes Quarterly an
Illustrated Journal, containing Original Articles on the Lan-
guages, the Archaeology, the History, the Beliefs, or the Customs
of the East.

A Special Article in the Journal gives each Quarter a*"
account, as complete as possible up to date, of all scholarly work
being done throughout the world in these branches of inquiry.

The Annual Subscription to the Society is THREE
GUINEAS a Year for Resident, and THIRTY SHILLINGS
a Year for Non-Resident, Members.

Compositions,
Members may compound for their subscriptions at the following rates:—

Resident Members for life ... ... ... ... 45 guineas
,, ,, for 4 years in advance ... .. 10 ,,

Non-resident or Library Members for life ... ... ^22 10 o
,, ,, ,. ,, for 4 years in advance ^ 5 0 0

Each Member who has paid his Subscription for the current year
receives the Journal post free, has the nse of the Library at the
Society's rooms, and admission to the meetings of the Society. Three-
guinea subscribers may also borrow books.

Libraries and Non-Members may obtain the Journal post-
free by a Subscription of Thirty Shillings a year if paid in
advance direct to the Secretary, The Price of each Part
separately is Twelve Shillings.
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