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This book provides a summary and synthesis of the results from a 15 year study on
schistosomiasis. The isolated valleys of St Lucia provided ideal field laboratories for
investigating the efficiency, advantages and disadvantages of different methods of
controlling an intestinal form of the disease.

Three potential control methods were researched — intensive snail control,
environmental improvement and the treatment of infected communities with a
single dose treatment. Peter Jordan gives a full and readable account of the intensive
programme which led to the successful control of the disease, and charts the
progress of the multidisciplinary team as they experimented with different

methods of regulating the parasite once control had been achieved.

Contents: Introduction/Part I: Experiments in control/1 The island of St Lucia/2 Snail
intermediate hosts and schistosomiasis in the Caribbean/3 The strategic plan and
methods of investigation/4 Untreated comparison areas/S Chemotheraphy in
control/6 Control of the intermediate snail host/7 Environmental control of
transmission/8 Schistosomiasis in other areas/9 Comparision of control strategies/
Part [I: Complementary investigations/10 Drug trials/11 Molluscicide trials/12
Biological control/13 Epidemiology/14 Immunological studies, Appendixes/
Reference/Index.
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In this volume a fascinating phylum of parasitic worms is reviewed by leading
specialists in the field. Special features of the book include a taxonomic revision and
list of valid species, anatomical illustrations and extensive tables covering
morphological terms, host-parasite associations, life-history parameters and
reproductive biology. The three indices (parasite, author and subject) and the
comprehensive list of over a thousand references help the reader to use this major
source of reference.
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