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Late prehistoric exploitation
of the Eurasian steppe

Until recently our view of the later prehistory of the Eurasian steppe was that of
nomadic pastoralist warriors riding out of the grasslands to destroy peaceful agri-
culturalist communities left lying in their wake. Recent research, however, has
revealed a much more complex picture. The authors’ first-hand experience of the
data has permitted them to reassess our knowledge of later prehistory in a region in
which, until recently, it was almost impossible for Western scientists to work. This
book will be of interest to all prehistorians of Eiirope, to environmental archaeolo-

gists, and to anybody interested in the
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NEWLY PUBLISHED

Cognition and material culture:
the archaeology of symbolic storage

Edited by
Colin Renfrew and Chris Scarre

The material expression of human cognitive development is one of the most exciting
and important fields of current archaeological research, exemplified most clearly by
the attention given in recent years to the emergence of modern humans. But what of
the cognitive changes which have taken place since the beginning of the Upper
Palaeolithic? The present volume, the result of a conference held in Cambridge in 1996,
takes as its starting point the provocative study of Origins of the Modern Mind by Mer-
lin Donald, and addresses the question of cognitive change in recent millennia through
the development and role of material symbols in holding and conveying information
and ideas — Donald’s concept of ‘External Symbolic Storage’. The case studies pre-
sented here range from Upper Palaeolithic Europe to Bronze Age China and twenti-
eth-century New York, and bring together archaeologists, psychologists, a philoso-
pher, a sociologist and an animal behaviourist. Cognition and material culture illus-

trates the important contribution made

by these diverse disciplines to a fuller
e S understanding of the nature of being
2P i e ST v | human, and highlights the crucial role
played by material symbols.
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Star Carr in context:

new archaeological and palaeoecological
investigations at the Early Mesolithic site

| of Star Carr, North Yorkshire

By
Paul Mellars and Petra Dark

The classic excavations of Sir Grahame Clark at Star Carr in 1949-51 were a model for
their time but left many important questions unanswered. The new research described
here has shown that the site is almost 1000 years older than previously believed. The
new research has also revealed evidence for the construction of a substantial wooden
|| trackway leading to the lake edge, made of carefully split and worked timbers — the
oldest evidence for systematic carpentry so far documented in Europe. This report
shows how new scientific techniques and new theoretical approaches can shed en-
tirely new light on a previously well-known and seemingly well-documented site.
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PAPERS IN THE PREHISTORY OF LANGUAGES

Papers in the Prehistory of Languages is a new series published by the McDonald
Institute for Archaeological Research addressing issues relating to the difficult area of
languages and linguistic diversity prior to the development of written texts. In addition
to the volumes presented here, further volumes are in progress, on Time Depth in His-
torical Linguistics and on a series of topics in historical linguistics, prehistoric archaeology
and molecular genetics arising from forthcoming conferences. The series has been
launched with a grant from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation.

The Nostratic macrofamily and linguistic palaeontology
By Aharon Dolgopolsky

The Nostratic Macrofamily
and Linguistic Palaeontology Nostratic is a hypothetical macrofamily of languages which in-

cludes Indo-European, Hamito-Semitic, Kartvelian, Uralic, Altaic,
Aharon Dolgopolsky and Dravidian. The hypothesis is based on more than 2000 com-
mon roots and affixes, in which regular sound correspondences

with an intraduction by

Calin Renfrew are observed. In the present book, Aharon Dolgopolsky uses the
ancient Nostratic roots in order to obtain information about the
speakers of Proto-Nostratic, their habitat, their culture and
@ economy, their kinship system, and their environment. He at-
tempts to determine whether their culture belonged to the
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Neolithic period or to an earlier epoch.
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Nostratic: examining a linguistic macrofamily
Edited by Colin Renfrew & Daniel Nettle

Nostratic:
This volume derives from a conference held at the McDonald Examining a Linguistic
: . N , Macrofamily
Institute in July 1998. This brought together a group of interna-
tional scholars to discuss the issues arising from the well known
. . . . . o . edited by
claim that a linguistic macrofamily can be identified which Colin Renfrew & Daniel Nettle

includes not only the Indo-European and Afroasiatic language
families but also the Kartvelian, Uralic, Altaic and Dravidian
families. Many leading linguists have firmly contested this claim, ‘
and similar claims made for other languages. The methodologi- @
cal grounds of this debate are a key part of this volume. The
volume will accordingly be of interest not only to historical
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linguists concerned to examine the claims made for macro-
families in general and the Nostratic family in particular. It will
also be of interest to prehistoric archaeologists and molecular
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reneticists seeking deeper insights into issues underlying the | Bofh volumes are available from:
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Notes for Contributors

The address for contributions and correspondence is:

Chris Scarre

Editor

Cambridge Archacological Journal

McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research

Downing Street

Cambridge CB2 3ER, UK

Telephone: (01223) 339287 or 339336. Facsimile: (01223) 339337
Internet: cjsl6@cus.cam.ac.uk

Internet: dak12@cam.ac.uk

Contributors should submit three copies of articles, typed double-spaced on one side only of A4
or equivalent paper with good margins. Articles should normally be no more than 10,000 words,
but longer articles will be considered. There is also provision for shorter notes of up to 5000 words.
In the case of articles (though not shorter notes) an abstract of 100 words should also be supplied.

Submission on disk (preferably 3.57) is encouraged. When submitting a disk please specify file
name(s), software and type of computer. Our preference is for Apple Macintosh Microsoft word
6.0, but any other programme is acceptable.

Contributors are urged to aim for clarity of expression with a minimum of jargon.

For matters of style, prospective contributors should use the current issue of the journal as a
guide to preferred practice. Detailed guidelines are available from the Editor.

Contributors of accepted articles will be asked to assign their copyright, on certain conditions, to
the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research.

Offprints. Twenty-five free offprints are supplied to authors of published articles, these to be
shared between joint authors, and ten free offprints to each author of a review article. Further
offprints may be purchased if ordered at proof stage.
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