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SYNOPTIC
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A Critical Review of the
Problem of the Literary
Relationships between

Matthew, Mark & Luke
by WILLIAM R. FARMER

Perkins School of Theology,
Southern Methodist University

This revolutionary, highly literate book
reopens to serious questioning the
thesis that Mark is the earliest of the
Gospels.
Dr Farmer demonstrates, step by step,
how the world of Biblical scholarship
slid into accepting Mark's primacy a
century ago, with the publication of
Holtzmann's synthesis. This thesis
simplified scholarship and, in the
"scientific" character of the analysis,
satisfied the emerging world view.
In his last two chapters, Dr Farmer
develops what he regards as the only
tenable view of the problem. His pre-
sentation is new in form but derives
from the theories of 19th century
scholars.

Read this important and
challenging new work of
scholarship. 75s
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