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Despite labour history's flourishing since the 1960s an essential aspect of workers'
lives has been virtually overlooked: their constant struggle for protection from
threats to their way of life, such as illness, unemployment, disability and old
age. Mutual benefit societies have been a major means of social self-defence in
this area. The present collection of essays covers new ground by exploring the
development of mutual benefit societies in 26 countries across five continents.
A number of comparative and international analyses has also been included.
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During the last decade studies have indicated that migration has been a nor-
mal, structural element of human societies throughout history. Progress in mi-
gration and settlement studies under this newparadigm has been so substantial
that a new state of the art is needed. This book presents a reconsideration of
current theoretical perspectives encompassing enlightened insights in diverg-
ing specializations in the field of migration history.such as slavery studies, eth-
nic history, macro-economic migration studies, and gypsy studies. The seven-
teen essays in this volume, written by leading scholars in the field, collectively
represent a pioneering effort in migration and settlement studies. They address
the problems of ongoing specialization (and hence the need for synthesis) and
the difficulties of integrating the consequences of this new paradigm into gen-
eral histories.
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