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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

•r, To the Editor of THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

•°ear Sir,
i have been reading the article on the Divine Office ('The

Qibracing Prayer', by a Layman), in your last number of THE
PE op THE SPIRIT, and notice that he there regrets the lack of an

nglish translation of the Roman Breviary. As an Associate of the
°ciety of St Margaret I would like to point out that three years

ofu ^x^*or^ University Press published an English translation
the revised Roman Breviary for the Society of St Margaret. It

(A^tainS ^ *^ay anc^ Night O m c e together, in two volumes
L V e n t to Whitsun: and Trinitytide), and costs 50s. a volume. In
j w ° ' the growing interest in the Divine Office among the laity,
£ e r e m a y be some who would appreciate this. It is obtainable
. Qi St Saviour's Priory, Queensbridge Road, E.2; or from St

largaret's Convent, East Grinstead.
Yours faithfully,

KATHARINE WHITAKER

REVIEWS

MEANING OF THE MONASTIC LIFE. By Louis Bouyer. (Bums Oates;

^BNEDICT AND His MONKS. By Theodore Maynard. (Kenedy;

HOt fse two books on Monastic Life are written by authors who are
Uj , ^mselves monks; perhaps that is why neither can be recom-
s0n without reserve. Dr Maynard aims at giving 'the average per-
«f Ĵ  ^e n?r a^ idea of St Benedict's life and Rule, indicating something
injj enedictine history throughout the centuries, not neglecting the
etly n c£ °f the Benedictine spirit on Catholic life today'. This appar-
*Ho m ^ o u s programme is modified by the modest admission that
tary> ^ c e ^s made of giving information that is other than fragmen-
ina: i

 l n fact the work might be described as a Benedictine Digest
CaHti ^ k ^ ^00"cs °^ the late Abbots Butler and Chapman, and one
tlje 1. e^P noticing that Dr Maynard is more often concerned with
first ^CUssions of thirty years ago than those of the present time. The

^ e chapters on St Benedict himself are the best, but the


